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When new, exciting things happen in 
our lives, we are eager to share our 
excitement with our friends and our 
families.  

When I found out I was pregnant with 
twins in 2013, we did the “social 
media post” of the ultrasound image 
of two babies. We had a baby shower. 
We had Zoom calls to all of our 
family members to share in the 
excitement. Even though we were 
thousands of miles away, we tried to 
bring people into the excitement of 
what was happening in our bubble. 
Perhaps you recall a time in your life 
when you had a big announcement 
and you invited people into your 
bubble to share in your excitement? 
  
There is an announcement and 
invitation in today’s scripture. 
However, it is not an announcement 
of a baby coming, and it is not 
actually an invitation to a baby 
shower. It is just as good, if not 
better.  

Our announcement begins with a time 
and place stamp. Like the address or 
postal stamp on the front of the 
envelope when you receive an 
invitation in the mail, Luke 3:1-2 
places the invitation into the scope of 
history. In this real time, in this real 

place with these real people who 
ruled, or were priests in the church,   
Emperor Tiberius had ruled for 14 
years, going on his 15th. Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea. Herod 
was ruler of Galilee. Herod’s brother, 
Philip, was ruler of Iturea and 
Trachonitis. Lysanias was ruler of 
Abilene. 

The Roman rulers and officials are 
named. They are also called out.  

So are the Jewish priests, Annas and 
Caiaphas are the high priests.  

This passage serves as a reminder that 
God’s promises come into fulfillment 
within the context of physical history. 
Both John and Jesus, unlike mythical 
heroes, existed in historical time and 
space and functioned within a specific 
cultural situation. Additionally, Luke 
makes very clear how convoluted and 
tightly wound this situation was: he 
includes a large number of Roman 
rulers scattered throughout Judea and 
the realm in his list, several of whom 
will make appearances elsewhere in 
Luke-Acts, as well as two Jewish 
leaders. In this way, Luke signals the 
tension between the Roman realm and 
the Jewish religion.  

And in the midst of these details, we 
have a breath of air...the Word of God 
came to John, the son of Zechariah.  

The position of this statement seems 
to suggest a return of God’s spirit to 



the situation. It seems positioned in a 
way that reflects a difference in the 
way the Roman rulers and even the 
Jewish leaders worked versus John. 
The Word of God was with John.  
Now, I want to be clear, in Greek, 
these are different words than Logos- 
“Word of God” which is associated 
with Jesus’ identity. This is more like 
the word being spoken and less like 
the spirit, or breath of God. It is 
instruction and action. It is compared 
in Strong’s concordance with what 
John Wesley would call prevenient 
grace. This “word” was God’s action 
in John that brought about a new 
faith. It was a new instruction for 
John, a turning point in his life.  

Story. Do you remember the movie 
“Evan Almighty” with Steve Carell? 
It was a follow up to “Bruce 
Almighty” with Jim Carrey. The 
movies are about God intervening in 
the real world, with real people to 
bring about a deeper understanding of 
God’s presence and God’s desires for 
God’s people.  

In “Evan Almighty” there is a point in 
which Morgan Freeman, who portrays 
God, sits on a pile of wood and 
instructs Evan to build an ark. It 
seems ridiculous to Evan and us as we 
watch the comedy unfold. In the case 
of Evan Almighty, the word of God 
was the instruction to build an ark. 
This instruction was also a way that 
God was working to bring Evan into a 
closer relationship with him. After a 

while Evan responded to God’s word 
and immersed himself in the work of 
building a very large boat.  

For John, the word of God led him to 
proclaim a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

This baptism will be a cleansing or 
washing of sins, worry, and guilt 
associated with sins. It brings up 
images of people in the river being 
dipped to cover their whole body, to 
be immersed. John is proclaiming 
new beginnings, a bath that will was 
every obstacle that will keep people 
from knowing God, away. 

John was removing the obstacle of the 
inability to pay off debt of sin. What a 
release! I know I have been burdened 
by the guilt of sin, and an inability to 
forgive. In one case, it was an 
inability to forgive myself. In my last 
year of seminary, I filled in for a year 
at a church as a supply pastor. While I 
was there, I met a woman with severe, 
untreated mental illness who lived 
with her mentally unstable daughter 
and 5 animals. One day I came to her 
home to discover dog poop all over 
the couches and floors; the couch was 
torn up, the carpet was torn up and 
there was trash everywhere. Even 
though she had been expecting me, 
her house was in this condition. She 
was in bed. As I talked with her, I 
wondered if she was well enough to 
be left alone. I suggested she go to the 
ER if she didn’t feel well enough to 



manage her house. One thing led to 
another, and the daughter figured it 
was time to move out and while the 
woman was being assessed at the 
hospital, she left with all the animals. 
When she returned to her house, not 
only was her home still a terror, but 
now her animal companions were 
gone. She blamed me for the 
condition she found herself in, and so 
did I.   

I had a long time forgiving myself for 
not knowing how to handle that 
situation. In fact, I still had not 
forgiven myself months later when I 
left to move to Japan.   

I believe that kind of doubt and guilt 
can be an obstacle to us having a full, 
healthy relationship with God. 

And God wants obstacles removed 
from our path to God.  

In the next part of our scripture, we 
see Isaiah quoted:  

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made 
straight, 
    and the rough ways made 
smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.’” 

“Isaiah 40:3-5 was originally a word 
to the exiles in Babylon and so 
brought comfort to the people of 
Israel, that their time of oppression 
would end with God’s rescue- that 
God had not forgotten them and 
would not neglect them. By using this 
text from Isaiah, Luke skillfully plays 
upon the messianic hopes of the 
Israelites; hearing these words, they 
would understand John was the voice 
that was to prepare them to receive 
the promised redemption.”  

Our passage today helps get us ready 
for Christmas by reminding us of the 
voice in the desert that was John the 
Baptist. It announces that the Lord, 
the Messiah is coming. It is not a baby 
announcement; it is a Messiah 
announcement. And it invites us to 
remove obstacles in the way of God, 
in the way of us reaching God, so that 
we can be close to God.  

Evan Almighty asks “God” when he 
appears on a pile of wooden planks, 
“Do I know you?” Morgan Freeman 
responds, “Not as well as I would 
like.”  

That is our task in preparation for 
Christmas. As we prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah, we are invited 
to get to know God better with a first 
step, to remove any obstacles in our 
way. Start with forgiveness. Go home. 
Pull out a sheet of paper. Take a cue 
from our recovery programs. What 



transgressions, sins, mistakes, errors 
have you made that you have not 
asked for forgiveness from? Which of 
those do you need to see forgiveness 
from others, or which need 
forgiveness from God, or which need 
forgiveness from you?  

Clean your hearts. Immerse yourself 
in the love of God and know that God 
does not want you weighed down by 
the weight of sin and guilt.  

You are invited to freedom. Take the 
invitation. Jump into the river. The 
water is fine. 
Amen.  


