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DO you believe in miracles?  
Maybe “Miracle on 34th Street” is 

one of your Christmas go to movies. 

It is a wonderfully told story that has 

been revisioned several times about a 

mother, her daughter, and Santa. A 

new Santa’s helper comes to town to 

work at the big department store (you 

know the one, the one that hosts the 

big Christmas parade). The movie is 

full of question and doubt about the 

magic of the season, about joy and -

from my perspective - unconditional 

love and self-sacrifice. The miracle? 

The return of wonder to both a young 

girl and her mother. Every time I 

watch it, I am filled with wonder as 

well.  
 

How about you? Where are you this 

Christmas season. How do you feel? I 

have read about cancelled travel 

plans, feelings of this not being a 

typical year, and hesitation to get “in 

the Spirit” or forcing the Christmas 

feelings of comfort and joy by doing 

the normal things and expecting it to 

come.  
 

Today’s scripture passage comes to us 

from the Gospel of Luke. Through a 

detailed narrative, we hear of a 

heavenly encounter with a messenger 

of God, or an angel. (Do you believe 

in angels? Have you ever had a 

heavenly messenger bring you news?) 

And this is no casual stop in (Do 

those even exist with angels?) This is 

a greeting to Mary, who is announced 

as being favored by God. And the 

exclamation that Mary will have a 

baby and that baby will be king for all 

eternity. Wow. There is also the 

reminder that Nothing is impossible 

with God.  
 

It all seems so big. And yet, Mary 

responds humbly, she asks how this 

can be so? (I would have had a lot 

more questions for this angel, not just 

how can this be, but...what will I do 

about the people who question me? 

Will I be stoned to death? How can I 

best take care of this son of God? 

WHY ME? Among others I am sure.) 

After the angel gives her a little more 

detail, she says, “I am God’s servant.” 
I wonder, did she mean to say that, or 

was that the confidence of God 

working through her? 

 

We sat at a table in a Chipotle casual 

eatery. We had been dating for 6 

months and were spending the 

weekend together while we worked at 

summer camps during the week. 

Unplanned, we began talking about 

those big life subjects. What goals do 

you have for the future, where do you 

see yourself in 5 years? How do you 

feel about having children? My 

answer was clear to me at that time. I 

wanted children. I loved children, I 

worked in church nurseries through 

high school and college. I believed 



that children were magical. So, when 

he said he didn’t really want children, 

I knew that it was time to go our 

separate ways. I paused. I took a 

moment, and then opened my mouth 

and said, “That’s ok, things will work 

out.” I sat stunned for a moment. 

Those had not been my words. My 

words were going to be, “I don’t think 

this will work out.” God had broken 

into my relationship and my life. And 

things have been ok, better than ok. 

My marriage to my husband for over 

13 years has been the healthiest, most 

life-giving relationship I have been 

in.  

 
God breaks into our lives, mostly 

when we do not expect it. God breaks 

in.  
 
In many ways, the angel Gabriel’s 

announcement to Mary of the coming 

miraculous birth of Jesus reads almost 

exactly like the announcements of the 

wondrous births of Ishmael, Isaac, 

Samson and John the Baptist. Luke 

reminds us of the other ways that God 

has intervened into the lives of 

ordinary people.  
 
In fact, “Son of God”, was a term that 

was used in society with the Roman 

governors and Caesars. It meant “one 

who was divinely inspired,” and in the 

case of Augustus Octavious, being 

called the son of God meant: son of 

the divinely inspired one.  
 

Luke emphasizes the people’s need 

and desire for an Earthly king, but the 

story itself takes Jesus’ identity one 

step farther than “divinely inspired.”  
Mary questions the angel, “How can 

this be?” This is a beautiful question 

similar to Zechariah’s demand to have 

a sign in last week’s scripture reading. 

Mary simply asks “how?” Her being 

a virgin points to this baby as being 

more than the son of someone 

divinely inspired. When Luke says 

“son of God” about this baby, he 

means it! 
 
God breaks into unlikely situations to 

remind us of God’s power, and God 

uses unlikely people and situations to 

bring about God’s promises. Mary 

was not rich or wealthy. She was not a 

queen or married to an emperor. She 

was a young girl.  
 

Mary’s assignment from God is an 

honor yoked with struggle. In her day, 

an unmarried woman expecting a 

child was cause for disgrace. 

Nonetheless, her neighbors' 

prospective disdain does not hinder 

Mary’s willingness to proceed 

according to God’s entreaty. Her 

response to the annunciation is 

exemplary: “Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” Mary comprehends 

that her life, and not only hers, but the 

whole world’s, is about to be 

rearranged. The telling of this story 

brings about excitement at the ways 



that God might just be at work in our 

own lives.  
 
Because of the birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of Christ, the holy 

continues to break into our lives, to 

bring us closer to the completion of 

creation and the already-and-not-yet 

reign of God.  
 
God breaks into our normal lives to 

do extraordinary things. They might 

seem ridiculous or impossible, but 

they happen anyway. May God bless 

you with an unexpected gift this 

Advent and Christmas season, God’s 

own divine presence.  
 

Do not let yourselves be troubled, but 

wait expectantly for the miracles that 

God will bring. You never know 

HOW or WHEN God will come in to 

change things up.

. 
 
 


