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When was the last time you watched a 

pickup game...of anything soccer, 

baseball, football? Because of the 

pandemic, it might have been a while. 

The great thing about a pickup game, 

is that it is whoever is around gets 

chosen to participate. As a child a 

pickup game can go very wrong 

though. You could not get asked to 

play. You could sit watching as others 

have fun. As friendship develops 

among the players, as someone makes 

a good shot, or scores and gets the 

pats on the back, and “good jobs.” It 

feels awful to not be included, to 

watch from the sidelines as fun and 

amazing things are happening, but 

without you.  

 

For most of the Hebrew Bible, God’s 

people were the Israelites, the 

descendants of Jacob, of Moses, of 

Abraham. These were God’s people. 

They followed the laws that God gave 

them, and they benefited from having 

a relationship with the Creator of the 

Universe. Jesus was a gift to the 

world. One that would open up the 

definition of God’s people. We would 

even have testimony from the gospel 

writer John that Jesus would be a 

shepherd for all. In John 10:16 “I 

have other sheep that are not of this 

sheep pen. I must bring them also. 

They too will listen to my voice, and 

there shall be one flock and one 

shepherd.” 

 

The song “Way-Maker” has been in 

my head this week as I have pondered 

the birth of Christ, and even our Bible 

passage today . 

  

You know the one, our Worship Team 

plays it often. It goes,  

“Waymaker, miracle worker 

Promise keeper, light in the 

darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

Waymaker, miracle worker 

Promise keeper, light in the 

darkness 

My God, that is who You are” 

 

Some people in our congregation feel 

that this is our Spirit Song song right 

now. That through pastoral transition, 

through pandemic, God is making and 

will make a way for us to be a 

community. This is God’s story. God 

continues to work and show up in 

people, in us, in others to make a way 

for hope and life.  

 

This is the Christmas Story. God’s 

people needed a Messiah, they needed 

a King whose reign would never end, 

God’s people needed God, but the 

part of God who was relatable and 

relational. 

 

This passage of Galatians, which does 

not seem very Christmas-y at all, 

helps us understand the WHY of 
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Christmas. Yes, God came down as a 

baby, but why? 

 

It is possible, if it had not been for 

Paul, someone who spoke up for those 

whom the religious law did not 

benefit, we would not be here 

remembering the birth of Christ 

together today. I am sure some 

thought he was heretical. He was 

speaking against Jewish Law. He was 

making room for people for whom the 

Law did not include. The people of 

Israel, not Greek or Roman, or 

Gentiles. In this letter to the people of 

Galatia, and even the letter to 

Romans, Paul reminds us that there is 

no Jew or Greek. Galatia was a region 

in Asia Minor - Paul wrote to the 

churches in that region. It was more 

about his mission to the Gentiles than 

addressing certain issues happening in 

that region. Paul’s message brings 

people from all over the world into 

the family of God. The world needs 

more people who will bring people in, 

who will include and not cast out. 

That is what Paul is teaching the 

Galatians. That is what God is 

teaching us through Paul.   

  

We need more than the law. “God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts crying, “Abba, Father!” We 

have the cry in our hearts of a child 

for its parent. Our needs, our desires, 

are because we need God. We need 

God.  

 

The things of this world will always 

be unsettling. The laws, the rules, the 

way our world works will always be 

imperfect. Only God is perfect and 

sufficient for us.  

 

It is human for us to want to draw a 

line in the sand and say, “this is how 

we will behave.” But even those lines 

in the sand will not fill the hole in our 

hearts. Only God can do that. So, 

what is the purpose of the law? To 

help us to live as peaceful, as good, as 

fair lives with one another while we 

are here. Laws are supposed to be 

helpful.   

 

Jesus was not sent to keep things the 

same, for the same powers to rule 

over the world that always had, for 

the same people to be subjugated to 

laws that may not have reflected their 

own interests or well-being. The 

Messiah was born to help free people. 

In our passage from Galatians today it 

reads, “You are no longer a slave, but 

a child.” The Messiah was born to 

bring healing. The Messiah was born 

to help us see and understand God’s 

love for us and all people, not just a 

specific group of people.  

 

In our advent study, we read about 

Elizabeth and God’s choosing her and 

Mary to help bring the Messiah into 

the world. Mary Lou Redding chooses 

this moment to reflect on God’s 

blessing for all people. She says “God 

claims us and tells us that we are 

loved and worth loving. But we have 



short memories. We all forget those 

truths, and so we are given the 

privilege of reminding one another 

over and over. The grieving person 

needs someone to say, “You are not 

alone. I care, and God cries with you 

and is holding you close.” The child 

struggling in school needs someone to 

say, “You are a wonderful person, a 

gift from God, and I am so glad you 

are here.” The teenager wracked with 

self-doubt needs someone to say, 

“You have wonderful gifts to share 

with the world and I am proud of 

you.” The tired worker needs 

someone to say, “You do a good job, 

and I appreciate your effort.” In as 

many ways as there are people, we 

need to say to one another from the 

heart, blessed are you. God comes 

into the world through you.” 

 

I hear Paul’s conviction, even in this 

short passage from Galatians. God is 

for all people, for us, for you, for us 

all. And we all need God. Even those 

who do not believe in God need God. 

They need for you, for us to give them 

hope and love and acceptance.  

 

So, who are you? Paul uses Greek 

subjects of “we” and “you” in 

interesting and confusing ways in this 

letter to the Galatians. When he 

writes, “we” he is writing about 

himself and those who spread the 

gospel with him. When he writes 

“you” he is speaking to the Galatians, 

a group of gentiles navigating a 

faithful way to follow God. They are 

not Jewish, but disciples of Jesus, the 

rabbi, the Jewish man who led many 

and taught them a new way. Are you 

also navigating how to be faithful and 

obedient? Are you trapped in some 

way to the Mosaic, Deuteronomic or 

even the Nicean laws? This is the first 

week of Christmas. The Messiah has 

been born in Bethlehem, but also in 

our hearts. He would grow to change 

the course of how faithful people 

were...faithful. How will we be 

changed this year as the Messiah is 

born anew in our hearts? 

 

Who will you be now? Be the life-

giver, love-spreader, Good-news 

bringer that Paul was to the Galatians. 

How will you be that today? 

 


