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Who Is this God? 

Psalm 111 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Come, Lord, come. Speak to us. Open our ears and 

hearts to receive your word for us today. If I write 

anything that is not of you, let it not be received. 

Amen. 

 

We believe that God created our world as a 

home for humanity and he created us. God called it 

all good and then did an amazing thing. He put us 

in charge of it. 

Now scientists tell us that humanity is 

actually inscribing itself into the rock record of 

geologic history. We move more sediment then all 

the rivers of the world. We’ve even created a new 

type of rock. 

To be truthful, this rock was created by 

accident, but it is a result of human life on earth. It 

is called plastiglomerate. It has been found on the 

beaches of Hawaii. It is composed of volcanic 

solids, sand, shells and plastic. Scientists believe 

this new stone was created accidentally by 

campfires. Plastic from soda bottles and fishing 

lines melted and became a sticky goo which 

cemented together with a mixture of volcanic rock, 

sand and shells. Once stuck together, this new 

rock, called a techno-fossil, will remain for a long 

long time. It is a sign of how humans are shaping 

the very nature of the planet we live on. 

This is just one example that we are living in 

an age where, for better or for worse, humans are 

influencing and impacting the earth. 

Here’s our challenge: God entrusted the care 

of the earth to us. As Christians we take this 

seriously, or we should. Personally, if we are going 

to be about making changes to our planet, I sure 

want us to be led by God. I want our changes to be 

wise and in accordance with God’s plan in the 

original creation. 

In other words, we humans need to be 

shaped by God first before we start reshaping the 

planet – or doing anything else at all. Don’t you 

agree? Yet, we live in a very human-centered 

world. We’re caught up in human drives and forget 

Who the source of all our gifts and creativity is. 

We forget that without God breathing life into us, 

we are nothing. It is his creation of us that makes 

us who we are and gives us our capabilities. 

So, how do we make the shift to becoming 

God-centered? Today’s psalm calls us back to a 

deeper recognition of just who God is. God is 

transcendent and also immanent and in his love for 

his created beings, he is our redeemer who 

ransoms and delivers us building a path to 
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salvation. God is faithful to fulfill his part of the 

bargain, better understood as his covenant. 

And what is our role? God delivers us, his 

people, from the penalty and power of sin when we 

trust in Jesus. Our role is to trust and follow Jesus 

and his ways. 

The psalm reminds us of the greatness of 

God through three of his characteristics. First is 

God’s righteousness. “Glorious and majestic are 

his deeds, and his righteousness endures 

forever.” (Psalm 111:3) The deeds of God reveal 

his righteousness and in this we can put our faith. 

The old testament readers were encouraged 

to remember God freeing them from the slavery 

and oppression of Egypt and leading them into the 

promised land. We are invited to consider the 

history of our lives and see where God has 

faithfully provided, gifted, led, and loved us.  

As we strive to be God led, we are invited to 

take on the righteousness of God. This is not self-

righteousness. We cannot create righteousness for 

ourselves. This is the righteousness of being in a 

right relationship with God. This is a righteousness 

that calls us to treat others as we would like to be 

treated. It means we follow God’s will and put 

energy into his good works and acts of generosity.  

This is not a matter of checking off a list of 

rules and regulations. Practicing God’s 

righteousness means loving and trusting our Lord 

with our whole heart, soul and mind and loving our 

neighbor as we love ourselves.  

We cannot achieve this kind of 

righteousness on our own. That’s why God sent 

Jesus. We are made right with God through our 

faith in Jesus. 

A second powerful characteristic of God 

revealed in this psalm is God’s gift of covenant to 

us. “He provides food for those who fear him; 

he remembers his covenant forever.” (vs 5) God 

made his covenant with Abraham and we, as 

children of Abraham by faith in Christ, are adopted 

into God’s covenant. A covenant is a promise-

based relationship. It is God – God – let that sink 

in - God who promises to be our God and we 

promise to be God’s people. God is always faithful 

to his covenant even when we waver. He updated 

his covenant with a new one through Jesus Christ 

for all who put their trust in Jesus. 

This is amazing! Our God made a promise 

to us. To us! To all who choose to put their faith in 

Jesus.  

God’s faithfulness to this covenant is a 

model for our faithfulness. God remembers his 

covenant forever. This is a lasting God-made 

promise to us and we are invited to be God-

centered people and uphold our part of the 

covenant. Do we try to be faithful in holding up 

our part? Could we do better? 
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The third great characteristic of God in this 

Psalm is the gift of redemption. “He provided 

redemption for his people; he ordained his 

covenant forever—holy and awesome is his 

name.” (vs. 9) To fulfill God’s promise to be our 

God, he sent Jesus as the redeemer for all who 

follow him.  

God sent Jesus to pay our debt for sin. We 

are redeemed by the death and resurrection of 

Jesus and given forgiveness as a gift of God’s 

grace. We don’t earn it. We can’t. God redeems us 

and adopts us as his children as he faithfully 

upholds his covenant to be our God forever. 

Righteousness, Covenant and Redemption. 

These phenomenal characteristics of God make 

Christianity unlike any other world faith. No others 

make these claims. And all of this is promised 

forever. The word ‘forever’ appears four times in 

the ten verses of Psalm 111. This is enduring, not 

transitory. 

Do you know this God? Do you fall on your 

knees in awe and in thanksgiving? Consider your 

view of God. Have you tried to box him in to 

something easy to manage and define? This is 

amazing power and might and love who gently 

comes to you and says, ‘Be my child, follow my 

son.’ Is this the God you follow? 

If we are to be God’s people, following his 

ways, we need more wisdom then the world 

teaches. We need the wisdom that comes from 

letting God transform us to God-centered people. 

And God gifted us with guidance for this too. 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good 

understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.” 

(vs. 10) We need to understand what ‘fear of the 

Lord’ means. The word ‘awesome’ comes from the 

same Hebrew root word as fear. To ‘fear’ God 

means to revere God, to hold God in awe. Fear of 

the Lord also means learning to obey God by 

following his will and his teaching. His teaching 

gives us wisdom to live righteously. 

To understand God’s righteousness, 

covenant, and redemption, we need his wisdom 

and this wisdom comes by following God’s 

precepts. The words ‘precepts,’ ‘law,’ 

‘commandments,’ and ‘statutes’ all refer to God’s 

teaching and direction for us. To obtain Godly 

wisdom, we first begin to follow God’s precepts, 

his instructions.  

Following God’s teaching helps us 

understand God’s amazing love and grace for us. 

We begin to gain wisdom and we gain a 

relationship with God that far surpasses any human 

relationship.  

Those who are human-centered say they 

don’t need this relationship. They don’t need 

God’s word to guide them. Hmmm…. So, 
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considering the state of the world, how’s that 

working for us? 

The world needs God’s wisdom. We need 

God’s wisdom. And, to help, Jesus sent the gift of 

the Holy Spirit to each who choose him. The Holy 

Spirit gives us internal guidance to remind us of all 

Christ’s teaching. 

When my twin grandsons were five they 

asked if they could ride their bikes in the cul-de-

sac near their home. It sounded like a good idea to 

me. The boys pushed their own bikes up the street 

to the cul-de-sac and then told me they needed 

help to get started. One at a time, I balanced the 

bike upright, holding the bike seat, until they 

began to pedal and then I let go. As soon as both 

were circling the cul-de-sac, I sat down in the 

shade. 

As you can imagine, that didn’t last long. 

One or the other would come to a stop, generally 

because they nearly fell over after turning too 

sharply or because they bumped the curving. Then 

it was, “Grandma, I need help getting started.” I’d 

leave my shelter of shade and walk over to them. 

I’d get one restarted and promptly the other called 

for help. 

They were having fun. I was not.  

Often improving a situation takes extra time 

and effort to gain greater ease in the long run. I 

determined to teach them how to start on their 

own. You know the routine; first show them how 

to bring the opposite pedal up so they can push 

down on it while lifting up into the seat and 

quickly put the other foot on its pedal as it comes 

to the top. Easier said then done. There were tears 

and frustration and I kept encouraging and 

balancing the bike until both were able to start by 

themselves.  

I had to persist. Simply holding the bike for 

them to start was the easier option. They had to 

persist. It was initially frustrating, and they’d beg 

me to just hold the bike for them, so they could 

begin with both feet on the pedals. But, the reward 

in the end, for all of us was great.  

Once the boys could start on their own, 

riding became much more fun. They became 

bolder, even willing to ride down the sloped curves 

knowing that if they lost balance, they could start 

again. They begin to stretch their skills in many 

ways once they had the luxury of being able to get 

going on their own. 

Following God’s precepts, statutes, 

commandments can feel challenging. We resolve 

to read God’s word more faithfully, and we fail. 

We resolve to pray more consistently, and we 

forget. We’re in good company. The characters of 

the Bible reveal the struggle of following God’s 

ways.  
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But, like the twins on their bikes, we must 

persist. Our feet drop from the pedals, and we start 

again. Again, and again. The awesome thing is, 

like my assistance with the boys in helping them 

balance, the Holy Spirit, within us when we choose 

Jesus, serves as guidance and encourager. And 

gradually, following God’s teaching becomes 

easier. And, like the boys, who found riding their 

bikes more enjoyable, we find our growing 

relationship with God to be richer and blessed. His 

precepts make sense and our wisdom and 

understanding increase. 

Imagine, this God of righteousness, 

covenant, and redemption, also offers us wisdom 

when we walk with him. And with the wisdom, we 

are freer, trusting in the guidance of the one who 

balances us, the Holy Spirit, to serve and love and 

help others find their balance.  

If humans are going to effect change in our 

world, I sure hope it is based on wisdom that 

comes from God’s ways. Imagine for a moment 

the difference this will make in our world. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we try to shrink you down 

to a size we think we can manage. Help us grasp 

your greatness in deeper ways. We want to be your 

people, shaped by you. Thank you invite us into 

this. Amen. 

 
 


