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Who Is the Fool? 

John 20:1-18 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we celebrate our risen Savior today. Open our 

hearts to what this means and draw us ever closer to 

you, Lord. Amen. 

 

 It is April Fool’s Day. And it is Easter! What 

are the chances of that? Since 1700, Easter has only 

landed on April Fool’s Day eleven times. That is only 

3.5%! The chances are slim. 

 The last time Easter and April 1st were the 

same date was in 1956, 61 years ago. Easter and 

April 1st will fall together in 2029 and 2040 and then 

won’t fall together for another 68 years on 2118. 

Then it will be 62 years until 2170. 

 Easter and April Fool’s are a slim coincidence. 

April Fool’s is a festive day celebrating coming out 

of the dark and cold of winter with the playing of 

pranks on hapless souls who have forgotten what day 

it is. Once the prank is pulled the perpetrator yells, 

“April fools!” 

 Our son-in-law, Ben, loves April Fool’s Day. 

He loves pranks. He enjoyed April Fools all the years 

he lived in sunny Arizona, long before celebrating 

coming out of winter and darkness became part of his 

life in his present home in Fairbanks, Alaska. 

 Our family has been the victim of his pranks 

too many time. Nothing and no one is safe. He started 

off with fairly mild pranks while dating our daughter. 

There was the night the alarm clock went off at 12:01 

April 1st, full volume and buzzing. But, he hadn’t 

just come in and set our alarm, he had literally taken 

the mattress and box springs out to place the alarm 

where it could not be reached without getting out of 

bed and removing the mattress and box springs! 

 The next year, still pre-marriage, our son-in-

law called at one a.m. on April 1st to tell my 

husband, with very slurred speech, that he’d been 

arrested for drunk driving. He said he was afraid to 

call his dad and would John come pick him up at the 

police department. After John told him he would 

come, Ben, still with slurred speech, said he had a 

form to fill out and his mind was all foggy and could 

John tell him the date. John glanced at the clock and 

told him it was April 1st. Due to the seriousness of 

the call, John still didn’t catch that it was an April 

Fool’s joke. 

 It’s a wonder we let him marry our daughter – 

and the pranks go on. He doesn’t mind spending tons 

of time in prep work for his pranks. Just a few years 

ago, while my daughter was toilet training our 

granddaughter, Ben got up in the middle of the night 

and literally unbolted and removed all three toilets 

from the house and put them in the garage. Ladies, it 

gives you a whole new perspective on the irritation of 

toilet seats left up, doesn’t it? 

 Today is Easter. It is a festive day. It is a day 

of celebration. There should be laughter today. Easter 
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is the most holy day of the Christian year and yet, I 

believe, it is worth considering a connection with 

April Fool’s Day. You see, God pulled off the most 

amazing crazy surprise of all time. 

 We might ask, “Who, were the greatest April 

fools around Jesus?” The Bible, and history, reveal 

many possible candidates. 

 Perhaps the April fool was Pontius Pilate, the 

Roman procurator. In the face of religious leaders, he 

condemned Jesus to death even while saying he could 

find no fault in him. He literally washed his hands 

before the people as he tried to separate himself from 

the whole affair. He allowed the execution to happen 

in the name of the emperor. 

 Then, it’s Easter morning and Jesus is risen! 

April fool’s Pilate! 

 Perhaps the greatest fools were the disciples. 

They surely felt lost and betrayed and, well, foolish, 

after the crucifixion. They had given up their jobs 

and left their homes and families to follow Jesus. 

They had witnessed amazing miracles that could not 

be explained. They had heard great teaching with 

deep wisdom. They believed this man, Jesus, would 

liberate the Jews from Roman oppression. And then 

he was crucified. 

 It’s Easter morning and Jesus is risen! April 

fool’s, disciples. 

 Maybe the fools were the soldiers assigned to 

guard the tomb Jesus was laid in. Poor guys. These 

were common, ordinary, men left to guard the tomb 

of a supposed fallen king of the Jews. 

 Now, it’s Easter morning. The tomb was 

empty. The stone was rolled away even as they 

guarded it. April fool’s, poor servants of Rome. 

 Maybe Peter was the greatest fool. Peter was a 

commercial fisherman who answered Jesus’ call to 

follow him. He defended Jesus, even drawing his 

sword the night the soldiers came to arrest him. He 

had walked with Jesus daily. He had great enough 

faith to step out of the boat on a rough windy sea and 

actually took a few steps before his doubt sank him.  

 And even as Peter was sinking, “Immediately 

Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You 

of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 

(Matthew 14:31) Later, Peter would deny knowing 

Jesus not just once, but three times. Thankfully, Jesus 

doesn’t give up on us even when we doubt. 

 Now it is Easter morning and Jesus is risen! 

April fool’s, Peter. 

 Then, there was Thomas. Thomas is often 

called Doubting Thomas. That challenges me. Do I 

have less doubt? Do you? Thomas wanted proof. He 

wanted to able to see and touch and explain 

everything. Sounds like many of us, doesn’t it? 

 I think the other disciples must have been 

grateful for the presence of Thomas because Thomas 

asked the questions they were afraid to raise. It was 

Thomas who asked where the place was that Jesus 

said he was going to prepare. Thomas asked how 
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they were to know the way to where Jesus was going. 

It was Thomas who wanted to place his fingers in the 

marks of the nails in Jesus’ hands and his hand in 

Jesus’ side, or he would not believe. 

 Now it is Easter morning and Jesus is risen! 

April fool’s, Thomas. 

 By the way, Jesus honored Thomas’ request 

for proof before saying, “Because you have seen 

me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) That 

includes you and me. 

 Is it possible we the greatest fools? Much of 

the general population believes we are the ones who 

have been fooled. They wonder how we can follow 

and commit our lives to one we’ve never seen. They 

can’t imagine loving Jesus and following his teaching 

or obeying his word when, to them, Jesus is dead. 

 How can we claim Jesus resurrected from the 

cold tomb? How can we confess Jesus as our Lord 

and Savior, they wonder. 

 Yes, we are fools. Fools for Jesus. I’m ok with 

that. 

 After all, its Easter morning and Jesus is risen! 

Jesus is alive! 

 Some might vote God as the greatest fool of all 

time. What kind of God, creator of everything that is, 

would come and die for his created beings? What 

kind of God would love his creatures so much that he 

would want each and every one of them to know him 

personally? What kind of God wants all to have a 

path to forgiveness and righteousness? What kind of 

God wants each to live into his wonderful plan for 

them and gives each the gifts needed for their life 

call? What kind of God loves his people – 

individually – and wants each to love him and to love 

their neighbors? 

 What kind of God would conceive of a plan so 

crazy that it meant dying on the cross for his people, 

taking the sins of each on himself and paying the 

penalty? What kind of God would set aside his 

divinity to be born of a human woman and walk with 

his created beings under the title of “Son”?  

 Why would this Jesus/God make friends with 

tax collectors, hookers, lepers, fishermen, the poor 

and needy? Why would he choose weakness instead 

of strength? Why would he try so very hard to lead 

and teach a stubborn people who put themselves first 

and believe that “Me” is the most important person? 

Why? Because God is love and God loves us. 

And God in his grace, flowing from that love, wants 

each of us to be blessed, comforted, reassured, 

forgiven, and made new in that love. 

It is Easter morning and Jesus is alive. Jesus, 

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 

equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by 

taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. And being found in appearance 

as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
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obedient to death—even death on a cross!” (Phil. 

2:6-8) 

Jesus is alive! And the story continues. 

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2:9-

11) 

What foolish and amazing love! We don’t 

deserve it. The awesome thing is, the gift of Jesus is 

offered whether we deserve it or not. Is it foolishness, 

or is it love beyond our very best human conception 

of love? 

Some of you have read the Mitfirst Series by 

Jan Karon. In the book, Somewhere Safe with 

Somebody Good, a priest who had failed his wife and 

his congregation, tried to end his own life. Another 

priest found him and got him to the hospital in time. 

Later as they talked, the fallen priest said that as he 

sat waiting to die, God spoke to him and said, “You 

are mine.” The second priest asked how he felt when 

he heard that message. The fallen priest said it made 

God’s love feel cheap and worthless if God could still 

love him. 

That is foolish love. That is the love that is 

above all love. God’s love makes no sense. Yet, he 

offers it to each one of us, repeatedly, even as we 

make terrible mistakes. Still, God offers his love. It 

isn’t an April Fool’s joke. It is the greatest most 

amazing love possible. 

And all we have to do is receive the gift of 

God’s son Jesus who willingly took our sins to the 

cross so we can be fully whole. 

Perhaps today, we might each humbly affirm 

or reaffirm our belief that Jesus is Lord. Perhaps 

today you’ll pray this pray in your heart as I pray it 

aloud. You might pray, “Lord Jesus, some may call 

me foolish, but today I draw on the bit of faith I have 

to say that I am sorry for all that I’ve done wrong. I 

ask your forgiveness. Lord, fill me with your Holy 

Spirit and help me walk in your ways. Lord, come 

into my life and be my Lord and Savior. Thank you, 

Jesus. Amen.” 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, may any today who prayed this prayer for the 

first time know your presence and your guiding. Help 

each to connect with strong Christians who can help 

them connect deeply with you. For any who are 

holding out, who can’t accept this love of yours, 

soften their hearts, Lord. Penetrate the barriers 

they’ve erected. And for those who renewed their 

commitment to you today, draw them close and 

strengthen their faith. Thank you, Lord, for the gift of 

your love! Amen. 

 

 
   


