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When Things Aren’t Ideal 

Luke 2:6-15 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you hear. Open our ears to hear 

your word for us today. Amen. 

 

 One day to go! I hope that statement doesn’t 

stress you. By now I pray you can find peace with 

whatever is undone and let it be. I pray you have a 

great celebration of God’s love. 

 We like celebrations, don’t we? When a city’s 

team wins the Super Bowl or the World Series, there 

is a massive welcome for the returning team. Huge 

rallies are held along with lots of souvenirs from 

vendors. When a politician wins a major political 

victory, there are huge media events including show 

business personalities.  

 New Year’s celebrations include dressing up, 

dining out, and watching fireworks. China’s new 

year’s celebration incudes people wearing huge lion 

and dragon masks. In Spain there is the celebration of 

the running of the bulls. Yup, we love celebrations. 

 People did in Jesus’ day too. Passover drew 

hundreds of thousands of non-residents to the city of 

Jerusalem. Another Jewish celebration, Purim, 

includes elaborate costumes and the reenactment of 

the story of Queen Esther. 

 All those are exciting times. But does a team 

winning the Super Bowl, or a politician winning a 

race, or the start of a new year, warrant more 

celebration then the birth of our Savior? If we 

celebrate those events with such fervor, where is our 

fervor for God coming to earth? I’m not talking about 

the gifts and dinner. Oh, John and I will have those as 

well. But what about the fervor of truly giving thanks 

to God for the gift of Jesus? 

 In reality, the first part of Jesus’ arrival was 

pretty quiet.  

 Ironically, it was Caesar Augustus who caused 

Mary and Joseph to journey to Bethlehem, and all for 

a census to insure a strong military and tax income. 

Little did he realize he was actually assisting God in 

fulfilling the prophecy concerning the baby Jesus.  

 Both Joseph and Mary were from the house of 

David and the unborn child was of the line of King 

David. And it was prophesied that the Messiah would 

come from the house of David and be born in 

Bethlehem. However, up until his birth, the identity 

of the child was kept secret. Only Mary and Joseph 

knew what the angel had told them about the child 

Mary carried. 

 Keeping their secret was a good idea judging 

from King Herod’s reaction. When the wisemen later 

told him the star in the sky signified that the Messiah 

had been born, Herod ordered that every little boy 

two years and younger in Bethlehem be killed.  
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 The circumstances for Mary and Joseph were 

both dangerous and far from ideal. At full term, Mary 

had just traveled at least three days from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem. And her circumstances did not improve 

on arrival. Finding no place available to stay, they 

made do with the animals. Do you suppose Mary 

wished others knew Who she carried? Do you 

suppose she might have wanted to name drop to 

insure being treated with respect and land a nice 

room? 

 I don’t think Mary complained. I doubt she 

was pleased, but she had a secret role to play for God, 

and she was all in. And, I believe that despite her 

circumstances, Mary was celebrating in her heart. I 

believe she knew great joy in the birth of little Jesus - 

God come to earth.  

 Celebration can be public or private. For 

example, we celebrate Holy Communion in 

community, but your experience of Holy Communion 

is very private as you recognize God’s extreme 

amazing love for you and the gift of forgiveness and 

total acceptance.  

 Mary observed her experience privately. How 

wonderful, immense, and mind-boggling the birth of 

Jesus must have been. The baby she held in her arms 

was God’s son, grown in her virgin womb! I believe 

she delighted in her heart despite the discomfort, the 

smells, the lack of a bed or even a clean place to lay 

the baby.  

 Yet, still, God’s word was fulfilled, and the 

Messiah had arrived. It would take awhile before the 

world would celebrate this miracle. Yes, her 

circumstances were less than ideal. But it didn’t stop 

Mary from rejoicing in the miracle and it didn’t stop 

God from pouring out his love on all human kind. 

 The truth is, many of you, or people you know, 

are coming to Christmas in less than ideal 

circumstances. Some have lost loved ones. They 

grieve the celebration without their special someone. 

Some struggle with serious medical situations for 

themselves or their loved ones. For some the 

prognosis is not encouraging. Some marriages have 

dissolved, some suffer severe depression, some face 

bankruptcy, some struggle with addictions that tear 

their families apart, some have lost jobs, some face 

unjust accusations and loss of reputations, and some 

have lost loved ones to suicide. 

 Many come to Christmas in less than ideal 

circumstances. 

 The good news is, God came to earth in the 

small package of a baby boy to address all our hurts 

and struggles. God certainly understands that the 

world is not as he first created it. The ideal that he 

designed was corrupted by sin and the fall out is 

immense. God knows your every hurt and grief. And 

out of his love, he came to earth revealing his heart 

for you in ways that pushes back against the distress.  

 Jesus came to save the world, to bring peace, 

and comfort and forgiveness and love. Jesus came so 
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that the poor in spirit, the meek and powerless, could 

have hope and comfort. He came so that none would 

ever face their challenges alone. No matter our 

situations, we can celebrate Christmas in our hearts. 

We can celebrate our Savior. 

 God knows your sorrows and struggles, and he 

wants you to know he’s at work in your life and the 

lives of your loved ones. Your feelings are real. God 

also hopes you can find it in your heart to recognize 

he came to earth to give you peace. 

 Those who have lost loved ones can celebrate 

that the birth of Jesus reminds us that our loved ones 

are now in heaven with heavenly bodies that have no 

tears or pain. Those facing serious illness can 

celebrate knowing Jesus came to heal, here on earth 

or in eternity. Those struggling with lack of resources 

can celebrate knowing that while some doors close, 

Jesus can open a better one. Those struggling can 

celebrate knowing Jesus works through our tough 

situations to bring good for those who love him. 

 Oh, none of this seems to happen as quickly as 

we would like. But it doesn’t change the fact that 

God is with us, Emmanuel, in every circumstance. It 

doesn’t change that God is our heavenly father when 

we choose to follow his son. It doesn’t change that 

God loves us, and loves the whole world, so much 

that he came to earth to make it possible for each of 

us to know his peace that surpasses all understanding. 

 So, can we rejoice even in our challenges? 

 Start with your mind. Check the impulse to 

dwell on the negative and to rehearse a litany of woes 

to your friends. Focus instead on God’s love for you 

and his promises. Testify to God’s goodness and 

faithfulness and you’ll again experience hope and 

peace even before your problems are resolved. 

 Choose carefully the songs you sing and listen 

to. Your choice of television programs, books, 

movies, and other media can pull you down or 

become great inspiration. Choose to focus on what is 

uplifting and God-filled.  

 Choose to spend time with friends who offer 

encouragement and prayer. When you can, avoid 

those who are toxic to your spirit. When you can’t, 

pray for God’s protection.  

Choose to spend more time with Jesus. Jesus is 

the great comforter. Jesus knows your circumstances 

more clearly than you. And Jesus wants you to know 

his presence with you. Even less than ideal 

circumstances don’t have to keep you from 

celebrating the miracle birth of your Lord and Savior, 

Jesus the Christ. 

Often the best way to celebrate, even when 

you’re struggling, is to take the focus off your 

situation and turn to others. Give an anonymous gift. 

Pay for the Starbuck’s customer behind you. Pick up 

the restaurant tab of someone who looks lonely. 

Better yet, start up a conversation with someone who 

looks lonely. Commit to give to the Christmas 

offering for those who are hungry or those who have 
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lost homes. Then stop and experience the wonder of 

it all. You can do that because of God’s love in you! 

Learn to take joy in bringing joy. 

Jesus ushered in a new Kingdom. When we 

live by his standards, we love God and we love 

people, even those we don’t know. 

We have many forms of celebration, but none 

compare to heaven. God’s Word tells us that when 

we choose Jesus as Lord, heaven rejoices. I wonder 

what that looks like. Imagine heaven rejoicing 

because you chose to follow Jesus! And when we 

choose Jesus, we discover that our hearts swell with 

the joy of knowing, knowing, God’s true, genuine and 

everlasting love for us. May that bring you peace. 

Joseph Mohr was the 26-year-old pastor of the 

Church of St. Nicholas in Austria. He planned 

carefully for the perfect Christmas Eve service for his 

parishioners. Then his organist informed him that the 

church organ was broken and there would be no 

music on Christmas Eve.  

To get his mind off his disappointment, Mohr 

decided to call on a poor family in his parish who 

were expecting a baby. The pastor happened upon the 

home just as the wife gave birth. It made Mohr 

consider the birth of Jesus and made the reality of it 

more real. 

As Mohr walked home, he began to compose 

words in his head that captured the emotion and the 

mystery of the holy Child’s birth. He wrote down the 

words and took them to his organist, Franz Gruber, 

and asked that he write a tune for the lyrics, so the 

words could be sung on Christmas Eve accompanied 

by a guitar. Reluctantly the organist agreed. 

At the midnight service in the Church of St. 

Nicholas, 1818, “Silent Night, Holy Night” was sung 

for the first time. “All is calm, all is bright.” The 

simplest things can prove the most meaningful. The 

most beautiful celebrations are sometimes found in 

the quiet, the thoughtful, and the stillness. 

If God can bring glory out of the 

disappointment of a broken organ, imagine what he 

can do in your situations and the circumstances of 

those you love. We may not celebrate in the same 

manner as a Super Bowl win. But we can celebrate in 

a much more meaningful way. We can choose to 

celebrate Jesus in our hearts no matter the challenges. 

We can choose to try to return a bit of the lavish love 

God pours out on us. We can let God comfort us and 

bring us his peace.  

I pray you’ll take your relationship with Jesus 

another step further this year. And may we all gather 

together as we sing of the mystery and glory of 

Christ’s birth in the lyrics of “Silent Night,” and hold 

up our candles representing the light of God this 

Christmas Eve. 

 

Let us pray 

May we celebrate you in our hearts and grasp a bit 

more what it really means that you, Lord, came to 

earth to be present with us. Amen. 


