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Two years ago, at the big annual 

meeting of the Desert Southwest 

conference of the UMC, I stepped into 

a lunch gathering to hear two speakers 

talk about how God was calling them. 

The first was a person I did not know 

personally but I knew of her well 

enough. Her name was Gretchen and 

she organizes a ministry called "The 

Inn" in Tucson. The Inn helps 

immigrants who are in the process of 

citizenship, who are working through 

the system to be placed with their 

sponsors who could be thousands of 

miles away.  

 

The second was a pastor who I had 

known in seminary at Drew 

Theological School. He was serving 

as a church-start pastor in Tempe. It 

was a downtown church without a 

building, renting space and, when 

they could, meeting in public spaces 

for studies and classes. They merged 

with another church close by who had 

a building and their ministry began to 

change. One of the ways it changed 

was, that through observation and 

compassion they began to take in 

families that ICE brought to 

downtown to catch transportation to 

other places. That’s how the system 

worked; after a family was processed 

and approved to begin the next part of 

the citizenship process, it could take 

months to their next hearing and they 

needed a place to stay. A family’s 

sponsors would be notified, and the 

family would be sent to their sponsors 

to await the next part of their journey. 

However, that left families waiting for 

the bus with no food or water, and 

sometimes ICE officials would not 

even drop families off near the station 

and families would be lost trying to 

figure out where to go. Some 

churches in the area were doing their 

best to work with the Immigration 

Enforcement so they could care for 

families in need, but there still seemed 

to be a need anyway. So, Brian told 

us, they stepped up and began taking 

in families in need. They did not take 

months to outline how it would go, 

they put out a call to places in the 

downtown that had cots, and they 

called their members and said bring 

food and water and hygiene items and 

they did just that. At one point, early 

on, Immigration Enforcement let 

Brian know that there would be over 

100 families showing up on Thursday, 

and they needed to prepare for that 

number only two days in advance. I 

approached him after he finished his 

story. I could tell it was a messy fly-

by-the seat-of-your pants situation. I 

told him, I hoped that I, and the 

people I shepherd would be able to 

respond as immediately as they did 

and not to be afraid at the newness or 

enormity of the call to follow Jesus. 

 

Sometimes it feels like chaos. The 

world feels like chaos. There are so 

many places and people who need 



help and there are always people out 

there trying to find the best way to 

solve the solutions that keep people in 

need. It feels like chaos.  

 

Jesus’ journey walking on water is 

exceptional for many reasons. One is, 

some interpret water as being God’s 

ultimate enemy. It is the chaos before 

creation, it is the river that separates 

them from freedom in Egypt, it is the 

flood of Noah’s time. It presents here 

another challenge. One that God and 

God alone can quell. In our Hebrew 

Bible stories, we know that God 

creates order out of the watery chaos. 

God uses the river to let the Israelites 

out of Egypt and smashes the 

Pharoah’s army. God saved Noah and 

the animals and helped them start a 

new life. Here now Jesus is doing 

something the people and disciples 

have only attributed to God. Jesus 

calms the water. 

 

It also terrifies them; if only God can 

control the waters, and Jesus is 

walking on it and controlling the 

storm, then Jesus has enormous 

power.  

 

Jesus says, “Take Heart, it is I.” In 

Greek this is, Ego eimi (ei-go accent 

on go) (ei-Mee) 

This is the same Greek that was 

translated into the Septuagint. The 

words are the same words that God 

revealed to Moses. “I AM is here!” 

This connection of Jesus connecting 

himself, even identifying himself as I 

Am” is meaningful to the disciples 

and the Jewish people. Those are the 

same words that God used to reveal 

Godself to Moses. 

 

William H. Willimon- “If Peter had 

not ventured forth, had not obeyed the 

call to walk on the water, then Peter 

would never have had this great 

opportunity for recognization of Jesus 

and rescue by Jesus. I wonder if too 

many of us are merely splashing 

about in the safe shallows and 

therefore have too few opportunities 

to test and deepen our faith. The story 

today implies if you want to be close 

to Jesus, you have to venture forth out 

on the sea, you have to prove his 

promises through trusting his 

promises through risk and venture.” 

 

We are familiar with the “call” stories 

of the disciples earlier in the gospels. 

Jesus goes to the shore and helps the 

disciples catch a whole lot of fish and 

then he says “follow me” and they 

make the life-changing long term 

decision to follow Jesus, not just for a 

day, but for the rest of their lives.  

I believe this story of Jesus walking 

on water and the command to Peter to 

“come” has something to say about 

trust, faith, and also immediate action. 

Not to mention the old saying, “be 

careful what you wish for.”  The call 

to “come” came after Peter’s request 

to Jesus that if it be his will command 

him to come walk on the water. Jesus 

says only one word in response. 

“Come.” It is an answered prayer that 



does not come with many 

instructions. Only to come.  

  

Why would Peter ask this? Was he 

daring? Or did he know that such acts 

were miracles by God, and he wanted 

to share in the power and glory of 

Jesus in this act. Was he acting on 

behalf of himself, or his Lord? We do 

not know Peter’s intentions; we only 

know that Jesus rebuked him for his 

faith or lack thereof. 

  

Ernest Campbell, then pastor of 

Riverside Church in New York 

reminds us in the same fashion, “The 

reason that we seem to lack faith in 

our time is that we are not doing 

anything that requires it.”  

 

I know that Spirit Song has a rich 

prayer life. We uphold one another in 

prayer through our Spirit Song Prayer 

page on Facebook, and there are meal 

trains in effect to care for those who 

need it. What else are you praying 

for? And what if Jesus answered by 

empowering you to be the change you 

want to see in the world. I love that 

phrase and I will use it often.  

 

One last story. I was doing a summer 

internship in a hospital to learn how to 

be a hospital chaplain. We met with 

others in the same program and talked 

about faith, commiserated when we 

needed to, and generally learned from 

one another and lifted one another up. 

My colleague Tim told us a story 

about praying to God to make him 

have more courage when it came to 

helping others. And then he met 

someone who needed their battery 

charged. And then a lady in the 

grocery store did not have enough 

change to pay for her groceries in line 

in front of him and then...the list went 

on. He concluded by saying, be 

careful what you pray for. Because 

God will be there to show you your 

answered prayer, time and time 

again.  

 

What are you praying to God for? Is 

Jesus asking you to “come?” Not 

later, not in some long term extended 

stay, but right now?  

 

May God work through us and shine 

light on us and give us a loud, clear 

request to action. And may we step 

out even on chaos, on stormy water to 

obey in faith. Amen. 
 
 


