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When Jesus Drops In 

Luke 24:13-35 
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Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts and ears to your word for us 

today. Amen. 

 

Many stories have been told about the late 

Sam Walton, founder of the Walmart discount-

store chain. Even as a billionaire, he managed to 

communicate his folksy, down-home personality 

throughout the whole company.  

To do so, he used every method at his 

disposal. According to one of these stories, Sam 

was flying in a helicopter over an interstate 

highway when he noticed a convoy of several 

Walmart trucks passing by below him. Calling in a 

favor from a friend who was high up in the 

Arkansas State Police, he asked if a police officer 

could flag down the lead truck. A few minutes 

later, a trooper pulled the truck over. All the others 

stopped as well. 

The driver asked, "Is there a problem, 

officer?" 

"No," said the officer. "Everything's fine. 

Mr. Walton just wants to talk with you." 

Just then the helicopter pilot landed the CEO 

by the side of the road. Sam Walton climbed into 

the cab of the lead truck. He had the driver lead the 

convoy to the next truck stop, where he treated 

them all to a friendly cup of coffee. 

It is said that, for years afterward, the 

truckers' story of how their CEO dropped from the 

sky to have coffee with them circulated throughout 

the Walmart fleet. 

I wonder if the disciples on the Road to 

Emmaus felt like Jesus just dropped out of the sky 

when he joined them on their seven mile walk 

from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus. Jesus 

was focused on serving people in need and he 

began ‘dropping in’ in surprising places after being 

resurrected from the dead.  

On that first Easter morning, Jesus had 

appeared to Mary in the garden by the tomb, 

asking why she was weeping. That afternoon, he 

dropped in on the two disciples on the road to 

Emmaus. By Easter evening, he had appeared 

inside the locked room and shown his disciples his 

hands and feet. A week later, Jesus dropped in on 

his disciples again and this time Thomas was 

present. Jesus also appeared to his disciples on the 

shore of the Sea of Tiberias and cooked them fish 

for breakfast (John 20, 21). The apostle Paul 

records that Jesus appeared to more than 500 
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followers, then to James, then to all the apostles 

and finally to Paul on the road to Damascus (1 

Corinthians 15, Acts 9). 

It became clear that Jesus had the ability to 

reach people anywhere as he served and shared the 

good news that he is resurrected, that he is alive! 

The story of the disciples on the road teaches us 

four of the many wonderful ways that Jesus draws 

alongside us. 

First, Jesus showed up, walked with them, 

and asked them what they were discussing (v 14-

17). Jesus cares about us. Their faces were 

downcast, but without that, Jesus knew they 

needed his presence. 

Jesus knows when we need his presence. 

Oh, not his literal presence. Think about the times 

you were talking with others and they spoke words 

of wisdom that were just what you needed. Or 

times you got a phone call or an encouraging email 

at just the right moment. Jesus can show up in a 

nice card, a friendly word, or when you are with a 

friend having coffee. 

And he can work in you to represent him for 

another person. 

Second, Jesus revealed himself through the 

scriptures (v. 27). He spoke to the disciples about 

what had been written about his coming in the first 

testament and what he had said and done in 

ministry with them. 

Jesus shows up in our study of scripture in 

church and in small groups. When we discuss what 

a passage means to us or how we think it applies to 

our lives, and we ponder and discuss our 

interpretations, Jesus takes us deeper in our 

understanding. Many today will tell you that it is in 

reading the Bible where they feel the greatest sense 

of Jesus with them, comforting, guiding, and 

revealing his perfect love. 

Third, Jesus reveals himself as a guest in 

need of service. When the three travelers arrived at 

the village where the two disciples were staying, 

Jesus continued walking like he was going on. But 

they encouraged Jesus to stay with them (v. 28-

29). Jesus gives us the opportunity to serve. It is 

often in serving others they we feel uplifted and 

encouraged ourselves. These two disciples were 

distraught over all that had happened, yet they 

invited a stranger to stay with them and ended up 

rediscovering hope.  

Researchers find that volunteering to help 

others boosts both our happiness and increases our 

empathy. When we take a meal to someone, or 

volunteer at the food bank, or help with a home 

build with Habitat for Humanity, or tutor a 
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struggling student, we feel a better sense of self-

worth.  

Serving another puts us in touch with Jesus 

who taught that when we feed the hungry, provide 

clean water, welcome the stranger, it is like we are 

doing it for Jesus. Matthew 25:40 reads, “Truly I 

tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” 

And fourthly, Jesus drops in on us as the 

host. When Jesus was at the table with the 

disciples in Emmaus, he took the role of host. He 

took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 

them. It was in that moment that the disciples 

recognized him (v. 31). 

When Jesus comes as our host, he delivers 

the gift of himself. He reveals who he is. He 

reveals that it was his sacrifice that brings us the 

gift of salvation and forgiveness. This is why God 

came to earth as Jesus! 

When we gather at the Communion table, 

we aren’t gathering as any one denomination. We 

are gathering at the Lord’s table. Jesus is our host, 

offering himself and promising to help us move 

into the very best he created for us. 

Jesus continues to bring his presence, 

interpret scripture for us, arrive as a guest with 

opportunities to serve, and to drop in as host, 

offering the gift of himself. Each of these reveals 

Jesus’ love for us. Each of these has the power to 

energize, heal, and renew us. 

Sam Walton connects with his Walmart 

family by dropping in. If a CEO would do that for 

his employees, how much more would our creator 

God go to great lengths to reveal his care for us? 

So, how do we respond? The Walmart 

truckers spread their story. The two disciples in 

Emmaus immediately returned to Jerusalem to 

share the good news. Are we as quick to tell others 

what has happened to us, how Jesus has made 

himself known to us? 

What if, instead of looking for proof of the 

resurrection, we choose to live as resurrected 

people and see what fruit comes from it in our 

lives? When we do, we help others know the gift 

of Jesus dropping in. And our awareness of God’s 

work in our lives increases. That is the gift of our 

resurrected Savior! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, increase our awareness of your presence 

with us. Grant us your guidance, love, comfort, 

wisdom. Amen. 
 
 

 
 


