
1 
 

“We’re Good.” 

Romans 5:1-5 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, speak your word to us. Open our ears to receive. 

Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

 

 The ringing of church bells holds special 

memories for some of you. Others can’t recall ever 

hearing church bells ring. Many churches no longer 

have bells either due to cost or because the 

surrounding communities don’t appreciate hearing the 

bells. 

 The church my husband serves does have 

church bells and they ring every hour. They have 

turned the volume down, but you can hear them when 

you are in the area. I like them. I like the message they 

send about the presence of the church. 

 My husband was asked to bring the message at 

the closing worship service for a little church in 

Flagstaff. He was asked to speak of hope and to 

encourage the people to connect with other churches. 

 We arrived about twenty minutes early and no 

one was around. At ten before the hour, no one was 

present. At two minutes before the hour, no one had 

come in. We wondered if the people had decided not 

to attend the final worship. Then, precisely at 11:00 

AM the church bells began to ring and in the next few 

minutes about twenty people came into the sanctuary 

and took their places. 

 It was a bittersweet service filled with awesome 

memories of great ministry mixed with grief and tears 

because their church doors were closing. I will never 

forget how the bells called the people of that church to 

worship. I can’t help but think that the people of that 

community missed the sound of the bells and missed 

the presence of the church. 

 Bells are one of the ways that the church speaks 

to the community. “We are here.” “We are open for 

worship.” “God is honored in this place.” 

 Like the bells that call people to worship, there 

are theological messages that ring out like bells for us 

– bells of life. One of these is what we call 

justification. May the bell of justification ring clearly 

in this message today and call each of us to Jesus. 

 In the first chapter of Romans, Paul wrote, “For 

in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—

a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

just as it is written: “The righteous will live by 

faith.” (Romans 1:17) We are not able to affect our 

own righteousness. Try as we may, we still fail. It is in 

the righteousness of God, revealed in the gospel and 

claimed by faith in Christ that we are forgiven. 

 We call this movement from our sin to grace 

“justification.” This term comes from the ancient 

Roman law court. The judge has the power, even when 

someone is guilty, to pronounce the defendant free 

anyway. When Paul wrote in today’s reading, Romans 
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5:1, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith,” he 

was not writing about standing in a law court, he was 

writing about standing before God. 

 We all have guilty feelings about something 

we’ve done or something we have failed to do. There 

are actions we’ve taken that don’t make us feel proud. 

There are moments in our lives when our focus was on 

ourselves or that we chose poorly. We would not want 

our whole life judged by our behavior in that moment. 

And we regret our choices. We wish we could hide 

such moments not only from those around us but from 

God. 

Therefore, we shout for joy and want to ring the 

bell of life, the bell of justification. 

Think of a time in your life when you treated a 

someone poorly. Maybe you were angry. Maybe you 

felt disappointment or thought you’d been wronged. 

You said horrible things to the person or perhaps tried 

to discredit them before others. With hindsight, you 

realize you were terribly out of line. Your reaction 

crossed a moral boundary. You wish you could take it 

all back and undue the harm. 

After stewing about it for a time, you decide to 

approach that person. You fumble for words trying to 

figure out how to say you are deeply sorry. And then, 

this person, even before you’ve spoken one sentence, 

stops you and simply says, “It’s ok. We’re good. You 

don’t need to say anything more.” 

You expected much worse. You deserved 

worse. You’d been very hurtful, and you friend looks 

at you and says, “We’re good.” When have you 

experienced that kind of forgiveness from someone? 

Justification is similar to that – only much 

grander. Justification is when we turn to God through 

faith in Jesus, and God says, “We’re good.” Because 

of our faith in Jesus, God chooses to see us separated 

from our wrong doing. We are brought into a right 

relationship with God and we know peace in God. 

We’re good. 

Paul began, Romans 5:1-2, “Therefore, since 

we have been justified through faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have gained access by faith into this grace 

in which we now stand.” Peace with God. Oh, 

doesn’t that sound wonderful?! Because God justifies 

us, even in our imperfection, we are no longer 

separated from him. Like the judge in the Roman law 

court, God, despite our poor choices, chooses to 

pronounce us forgiven. We’re good. 

Peace with God is not the same as inner 

contentment. The stuff of life may leave us feeling 

discontented. Not many of us are happy with self-

isolation, loss of jobs, being distanced from family 

members, and not being able to attend church in 

person. Neither are we content with poverty, child 

abuse, human neglect, racism, and violence. Nor do we 

like pandemics and natural disasters. Peace with God 

does not mean that life is trouble free. 

Peace with God, the peace that comes through 

faith in Jesus, removes the tension that made us fearful 
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of coming before God. We no longer fear God’s 

presence or God’s plan for us. We no longer fear the 

gifts of grace God gives us. We no longer fear death, 

knowing God has made a place for us in eternity. 

One of the results is that we can live fully from 

that place of peace. We can claim and hold onto God’s 

promises that he is with us through the challenges, that 

he is working for our good. We know hope. 

Living from peace in God sets up a chain 

reaction. With God in our life, we realize our 

challenges produce in us perseverance. As we 

persevere, our character develops and from character 

comes hope. Hope. We find peace in God and a 

growing hope. That is a bell of life worth ringing. A 

bell others need to hear. 

In the Parable of the Lost Son in Luke chapter 

15, a son leaves his home and squanders his fortune on 

wild living. Only when he is down and out does he 

long for home. By then, he is certain his father will not 

receive him back. As he trudges home, he practices 

what he will say. He will acknowledge that he has 

done wrong, that he has sinned against heaven and his 

father. He will ask to be accepted as one of his father’s 

servants.  

Now listen, Luke 15:20, “But while he was still 

a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 

his arms around him and kissed him.” As soon as 

his father saw his son returning, it was enough. The 

father welcomed him and forgave him. “We’re good,” 

he said through his actions. The son had done nothing 

to ‘earn’ this response. He’d simply turned back. It 

was his father who extended grace and forgiveness. 

The father called, Luke 15:22, “Quick! Bring 

the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet.” The father covered 

over the son’s wrong doings with righteousness that 

comes with forgiveness. The son was restored to 

sonship. 

In like manner, our heavenly Father acts first on 

our behalf, even while we are “still a long way off.” 

Romans 5:8, “God demonstrates his own love for us 

in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.” God demonstrates his love for us! When we put 

our faith in Jesus, we are justified, we are forgiven, we 

are free to be in relationship with God. 

Choose today to turn back to God. Let God 

remove the clothing of shame and wrongs and cover 

you in the righteousness of Christ. Put your faith in 

Jesus so the bell of life rings for you. God has done the 

work. Will you turn back and accept his gift? 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you that while we are still a long way off, 

you reach out to us. You extend your grace waiting for 

us to turn back to you. May it be that we each turn 

back to you today. Amen. 

 

 

  


