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I tend to re-watch shows I love. One show 

that I am working through for perhaps the 

40th time right now is The Office (The 

American Version, it was originally a 

British comedy.) It was meant to be a docu-

comedy, a fictional show about a fictional 

paper company and its boss, Michael Scott 

filmed in the style of a documentary. And 

the best and worst thing about it is Michael 

is he doesn’t get it. He is painfully awkward 

as he navigates how to manage people and 

how to treat people well. In one particular 

episode “due to Michael's clever financial 

maneuvering he finds himself tremendously 

in debt.” Trying to be real his girlfriend sits 

down with him after he tries to run away and 

reminds him, “running away from your 

problem won’t solve anything ...your 

creditors can follow you anywhere with 

ease, your debt follows you around the 

world electronically.”  

 This idea can be like a chain keeping us 

attached to the never ending connection that 

the physical world- the need for money- and 

for good money management has on us. 

When we are told in scripture that we cannot 

worship wealth and God at the same time, it 

makes us wonder how we can spend less 

time focusing our attention on our financial 

responsibilities. Good money management 

is one of the skills we can grow in to help us 

to not be squashed under the burden of what 

we owe.  Jeff and I have taken to Dave 

Ramsey’s list of ways to grow financially. 

The first is to save up an emergency fund. 

The second is to pay off credit card debt as 

quickly as possible and then there are other 

great goals that help us gain financial 

freedom, or financial peace as his marketing 

would put it. 

  We have a custom of thinking in terms of 

the physical world. We have physical needs, 

so it makes sense that we focus a lot of 

attention on physical needs. In this world 

based on physical needs we will always feel 

as we do not have enough. It is a scarcity 

mindset when we think that way. When we 

always think the budget is too tight, we do 

not have enough to spend, or enough to give 

to a cause of our choice, or you name it. And 

advertising is always telling us what they 

think we need so they can make money to 

pay for stuff they think they need. In a way 

we can feel like we are always living a life 

of scarcity, or debt.  

It is common for us to keep track of what we 

owe, we pay off houses, furniture, 

appliances, cars, schooling and education, 

and credit card debt every month hoping that 

we will one day be free from debt. And it 

can go beyond financial debt. 

I owe you all. You have gifted me cards, and 

meals and gift cards to help my family and I 

through our transition. Nenos handcrafted 

this beautiful cross as he did with Rev. 

Valerie.  And part of what you give to the 

church supports me as your pastor. I owe 

you.  

We are told to count our blessings. It is good 

to count our blessing to help us stay in a 

positive mindset, but only when counting 

our blessings is guilt and attachment free. 

Not counting to keep track of all the good 

that happens to us so that we can pay God 

and other back.  

If we looked, really looked at our lives we 

could count our blessings and realize how 

much God has worked through others to 

help us out. We “owe” others and God so 

much, too much. More than we could ever 

pay back. Our debt to God is too great. It 



might be enough to send us thinking again 

about how our financial debt burdens us, do 

we now have a spiritual debt to be paid?  

Our scripture passage is not actually about 

debt or slavery, it is about freedom.  It 

reminds us that the physical world does not 

own us, we do not belong to it. We belong to 

God. We are adopted by the Spirit into 

Jesus’ family and thus adopted as children 

of God. We belong to a spiritual family who 

offers us eternal life, everlasting thirst 

quenching water. 

In John 4, verse 10 Jesus speaks to the 

woman at the well. He says, 10 Jesus 

answered her, “If you knew the gift of God 

and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 

would have asked him and he would have 

given you living water.” 

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing 

to draw with and the well is deep. Where 

can you get this living water? 12 Are you 

greater than our father Jacob, who gave us 

the well and drank from it himself, as did 

also his sons and his livestock?” 

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks 

this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 

whoever drinks the water I give them will 

never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them 

will become in them a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” 

Jesus offers living water. Not physical water 

that quenches our physical thirst, but 

spiritual water that calms our nerves, that 

puts to rest anxieties, sadness, anger. A 

spiritual place where there is no violence, or 

war, or misunderstanding.  

I do not have experience with adoption, 

besides seeing wonderful families whose 

kids are flourishing because of the 

kindhearted parents that adopted them or 

fostered them, but I do know what it is like 

to be brought into a family through 

marriage. Jeff’s two sets of parents 

welcomed me into the family. I learned their 

stories and shared in the new traditions with 

them. They showed me how to eat crawfish, 

and how to play dominoes. I made new 

memories with them and benefited from 

their generosity. I owe them. Except I don’t. 

Because we are family and families share 

and take care of one another, without 

repayment.  

The idea of adoption is important in our text. 

Paul is talking to  group of gentiles who are 

Jesus followers. In the past God’s people 

have always been the Hebrew people, the 

Jewish people. They were considered 

favored by God, and children of God. Where 

did new believers belong once they had 

heard of Jesus and had a desire to follow 

him? Would they have to go through all the 

Jewish rites and traditions? Paul is 

communicating something that will bring 

peace to all followers of Jesus, that Jewish 

siblings and gentile siblings could belong to 

the same family. The gift of adoption into a 

family removed guilt and burden, it brought 

people together instead of separating them.  

We belong to God’s family and share with 

Jesus. We know that God’s generosity of 

presence, love, and peace everlasting are 

given to us without need of paying it back. 

We can share it, and we can bring more 

people into our family experience where 

God is already present, and being generous. 

May it be so. Amen.  

 


