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 “Watering” Is Giving Kudos to God 

John 4:31-42 (John 4:5-42) 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your word for us today; for 

your call to serve. Amen. 

 

 I meet regularly with the Vistancia Business 

Networking group. It is a great way to learn about 

and connect with other businesses. And it is a great 

way to pick up promotion tips and word of mouth 

sharing.  

 We know the value of word of mouth. When 

we need a new landscaper, we post on Nextdoor or a 

local community Facebook page and ask for 

references. Even more than posted testimonies, we 

want to hear personally from someone we know and 

trust. When someone tells me they liked a 

restaurant, I am more apt to try it. Word of mouth is 

powerful. 

 At the close of each Vistancia Business 

Networking meeting we are invited to give kudos 

about our personal experience with someone’s 

business. I like Nourish, a natural product that 

MaryAnn, our nursery provider here at church, sells. 

The Nourish oil is wonderful on my Arizona skin. I 

gave her a kudo as I told a story about the excess 

skin piled up above my knees after I lost 30 pounds. 

(This may fall into the bracket of ‘too much 

information about the pastor!) Someone told me that 

at my age (don’t we hate that phrase?) the skin has 

lost its elasticity and I was stuck with the excess. I 

began to use Nourish oil and the elasticity returned! 

The sagging skin is gone! 

 I shared this wonderful story and people 

heard, nodded, smiled, and didn’t respond. Huh! 

Why not? It was a good testimony! 

 Now jump forward. I have another testimony 

about Nourish oil. My 91-year-old father-in-law has 

very dry skin. The skin on his arms is so thin just 

bumping it causes it to crack. I introduced him to 

Nourish oil and his dry skin is being restored. 

 Two weeks ago, I told the story about my 

father-in-law’s skin as a kudos to MaryAnn and the 

Nourish oil. When the meeting ended about eight 

people rushed over to MaryAnn to ask for her 

brochure and if she had samples. Under her breath 

she said she needed to pay me a commission. 

 That testimony was effective. Why? Who 

knows? That is one of the things about testimonies, 

different stories speak to different people. Maybe no 

one had lost or expected to lose weight, so the first 

testimony didn’t resonate. It might be better if given 

at a weight loss program. The second testimony 

appealed to that particular group.  

Two weeks ago, we began a two-part 

teaching on seed planting and watering. The apostle 

Paul wrote, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered 

it, but God has been making it grow.” (1 Cor. 3:6) 
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Both seed planting and watering are necessary. If 

you missed that sermon, Fishers of People, you can 

find it on the website, www.spiritsong.church, under 

‘learn’ in the menu bar. It is filled with ideas for 

seed planting, or ‘hint dropping.’ 

Seed planting means dropping hints that we 

are believers. It means sharing about opportunities 

to worship and serve and inviting others to take part. 

However, seeds that are not watered, dry up. We 

need to share brief testimonies about different 

aspects of our faith that are meaningful and have 

encouraged us. Think of it as giving kudos for God! 

Today’s scripture reading comes from the 

story of the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus and 

his disciples were traveling from Judea back to 

Galilee. Jews generally crossed the Jordan and 

walked on the east side to avoid the Samaritans. But 

not Jesus. Scripture reads, “Now he had to go 

through Samaria.” (John 4:4) He had work to do 

for God. 

The disciples left Jesus at a well to go get 

food. Along came Jesus’ appointment – she just 

didn’t know she had an appointment. The woman 

came alone for water, something women normally 

did together. This is our first indication that she may 

not be a reputable woman. 

I am not going into all the nuances today. 

Instead we are focusing on testimony. I do 

encourage you to read the story and notice the 

wonderful conversation the woman and Jesus had. 

Jesus asked her for a drink and this surprised 

her. A Jew is considered unclean if they come in 

contact with a Samaritan. Yet, he opened the 

conversation and she engaged. God may call you to 

speak with someone who would be surprised that 

you do. 

As they talked, Jesus shared, “If you knew 

the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 

drink, you would have asked him and he would 

have given you living water.” (John 4:10) He was 

hint dropping, letting her know there was more here 

than she realized. 

“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this 

water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.’” (John 4:15) That 

opened the door for Jesus to go deeper. 

When his disciples returned, she ran back to 

the village saying, “Come, see a man who told me 

everything I ever did. Could this be the 

Messiah?” (John 4:29) I love her response. She 

barely knows anything yet, but she’s already giving 

kudos to Jesus! You don’t have to be Bible scholars 

to share. Just show your enthusiasm for Jesus! 

The people of the village followed her back. 

Why? Was her testimony that amazing? She didn’t 

even talk about the living water Jesus offered. She 

didn’t share about how amazing it was that a Jew 

spoke to her with respect and curtesy. 

“Many of the Samaritans from that town 

believed in him because of the woman’s 

http://www.spiritsong.church/
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testimony, ‘He told me everything I ever did.’ So 

when the Samaritans came to him, they urged 

him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.” 

(John 4:39-40) 

We often won’t know why one testimony 

works and another seems to flop. Perhaps the town’s 

people were amazed that she, a fallen woman, dared 

speak to them and it got their attention. Maybe there 

was something in her authentic awe of the 

encounter.  

Remember, it is God who grows the seed. It 

could have been the power of the Holy Spirit 

prompting the people to respond to her simple 

message and go see for themselves. 

When I think about my first kudo for Nourish 

oil, I realize it served as planting a seed. And 

certainly, in between the two kudos, MaryAnn had 

shared little nuggets about her product at each 

meeting. Maybe my second testimony was just the 

last in a series that led to the harvest being ripe. We 

never know where our sharing falls on the 

continuum from planting to harvesting. We 

persevere in planting and watering and trust the rest 

to God. 

**What we cannot do is give up when it 

appears we have not been successful. 

“I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 

fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the 

one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop 

for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper 

may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows 

and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap 

what you have not worked for. Others have done 

the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits 

of their labor.” (John 4:35b-38) 

The harvest is ready. There are people ready 

and willing to hear the Good News we’ve been 

entrusted to share. And there are others who are on 

the journey to receiving the Good News but they are 

drying up from lack of water. And others still who 

need seeds planted so they can begin to ponder the 

message of God’s love expressed in the gift of 

Jesus. 

Everyone wants to be the last, the one who’s 

final testimony in the sequence causes the person to 

say yes to Jesus. When you lead someone in the 

prayer to choose Jesus, give thanks for all who 

seeded and watered along the way. But remember, 

more people are needed seeding and watering 

because it takes multiple testimonies. 

The harvest might look like this, “[The 

people] said to the woman, “We no longer believe 

just because of what you said; now we have 

heard for ourselves, and we know that this man 

really is the Savior of the world.” (John 4:42) The 

woman was the final in the sequence and got to see 

first hand the result of her sharing. But, we must 

never discount our contribution to a person’s 

journey just because we don’t see the result. Our job 
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is to keep seeding and keep watering and let God 

take care of the rest. 

We all live under the same Great Commission 

to go and make disciples of Jesus in all the world! 

Jesus never promised we’d each see the end results 

of our efforts. Not everyone Jesus spoke with chose 

to follow him either. Thankfully, he didn’t give up. 

He kept teaching. He kept sharing about God’s love. 

And that is our call too! Are you out there seeding 

and watering? 

I hope when you read the enewsletter 

Thursday that you stopped and prayed for our 

nation. It also offered you a seeding/watering 

opportunity. While eating lunch with a friend (who 

may or may not believe) you might have shared 

you’d read in the church newsletter that it was 

National Day of Prayer. That is seed dropping. It 

communicates you attend church. Next you water, 

“So, I stopped and thought about some of the stuff 

happening in our nation and I prayed for God’s 

help.” Prayer is always a great waterer because even 

non-believers are willing to try prayer.  

Watering is like giving kudos at business 

networking, kudos for God. When is the last time 

you shared an ‘ah-ha’ moment you had when 

reading the Bible during your daily devotion? Its as 

simple as, “You know how I’ve been worried about 

my daughter? Well, when I was reading my Bible 

this morning I read a story about a father asking 

Jesus’ help for his daughter, and I realized I hadn’t 

even prayed for her! I have hope again.” 

When is the last time you shared an ‘ah-ha’ 

moment you had in a sermon at church or how the 

words of the praise music spoke to you? It might 

sound like, “You know, the words of a song we 

sang in church keep going through my mind and I 

have the sense God is speaking to me through them. 

It may sound silly but I’m feeling more at peace 

now.” 

The person may or may not ask for more. 

However, you’ve left them something to think 

about. Remember, it is God who brings the growth. 

It is the Holy Spirit who will continue to nudge the 

person into pondering the testimonies, the kudos for 

God. It also communicates that church is a place 

where they can connect with God too! 

An anonymous quote reads, “Discipleship is 

like riding a bicycle - if you don't peddle forward, 

you'll fall off.” Let’s get to peddling! Share the 

nuggets of your Christian experience. Share your 

kudos for God in your life! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we love you and we are grateful! Give us 

willing hearts to share kudos for you with everyone! 

Amen. 

 


