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I Want it Now! 

Luke 4:1-13 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your best for us. Close our 

ears to the enemy’s empty promises and open our 

hearts and ears to the joy of following you. Amen. 

 

 There are many books, movies, and TV series 

based around the idea of people acquiring magic. The 

characters get into a secret order or school for magic 

and begin to learn basic spells. All too quickly, they 

realize they can have anything instantaneously via 

magic. The students begin to practice unsupervised 

magic even though it is against the rules and grounds 

for expulsion. 

 In one such show a group used their early skills 

to magic their class papers written and to order pizza 

without money. They provided all their wants 

instantly. 

 All too quickly, even this instant gratification 

wasn’t enough. They wanted bigger more powerful 

spells and they were willing to do anything to get 

them - anything. That’s when the show turned dark 

and I stopped watching. Why can’t they make light 

fun fantasy magic shows and not morph into evil? 

Sadly, these shows reflect what happens to people 

when they can’t be satisfied with what they have. 

 A 2018 Planning & Progress Study gathered 

data from over 2000 Americans age 18 and older. 

21% of Americans indicated they have no retirement 

savings at all. 33% of baby boomers have between $0 

and $25,000 in retirement savings. 46% of Americans 

admitted to taking no steps to prepare for the 

likelihood they could outlive their retirement. 

 So, younger families, you might find mom and 

dad moving into your home! 

 Why have so few planned better? We live in a 

world that sends the message – “Get-it-while-you-

can.” If you have cash, buy now. If you have a credit 

card, buy more. People are unwilling to wait and they 

look for shortcuts to their desires. 

 It’s your anniversary. You go to a five-star 

restaurant and order a feast and enjoy it in the 

moment. You charge it on your credit card. The 

balance is already large, but, hey, they let you pay a 

minimum each month. You end up paying for that 

$100 meal over years and it costs you $1000’s in 

interest. 

 I was friends with a wonderful couple with 

three young children in Flagstaff. Fifteen years after 

their wedding, they were still paying for it. The bride 

had a dream and when mom and dad said no to the 

cost, she financed it on credit. She told me she 

greatly regretted the expensive addons that she’d 

thought were essential for her wedding. 
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 We want what we want NOW. Money, sex, 

and success. All can be wonderful gifts of a loving 

and life-giving God, designed to give us opportunity, 

pleasure, and well-being. Sadly, we tarnish them 

when we don’t wait for the right time.  

 Leadership is a goal worth pursuing if our 

motives are God inspired, not if we trample others, 

lie to promote ourselves, make corrupt deals under 

the table. Money can bless us with a comfortable life-

style and help support those in need. Sex is an 

incredibly sweet gift in marriage that bonds a couple 

more completely. But when thrown around 

carelessly, it loses its beauty and becomes 

meaningless. 

 As Christians, we’re called to seek the beauty 

of our gifts, to appreciate and not waste, to savor and 

not tarnish. In these days leading up to Easter, we 

consider God’s incredible gift of love for us. We’re 

invited to consider how we treat the blessings he’s 

given us. 

Are we satisfied or do we always want more?  

 This mentality of grabbing what we want is 

part of the temptation Jesus faced when he spent his 

40 days fasting in the wilderness. When the Devil 

offered him bread, he was saying, “Get it while you 

can!” When he offered him the kingdoms of the 

world, he was saying, “Go ahead. Enjoy them now. 

Don’t wait.”  

 Interestingly, God already planned for Jesus to 

have those things – in God’s time. Sometimes we 

need to wait, plan ahead, and figure out what training 

or resources we need before we chase after what we 

want. 

Jesus was hungry after forty days of fasting 

and “The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 

God, tell this stone to become bread.’” (Luke 4:3) 

Many of you did the Matthew 25 challenge and you 

were hungry waiting for dinner after skipping one 

lunch. However, this temptation was NOT about 

bread. Jesus knew that taking a short cut to God’s 

plan wouldn’t work. The issue was not his hunger, it 

was sticking with his sense of purpose.  

Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, 

“It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread 

alone.’” (Luke 4:4) He might have said, ‘Man does 

not live by being instantly satisfied. He lives by 

remaining in God’s best purposes.’ Wait for God! 

I recently spoke with a someone who wants to 

make a change right now, but the foundation was not 

in place. Things kept blocking her plans. I suggested 

that God may be setting up the road blocks to help 

her slow down and wait for his timing. When we 

rush, we get ourselves in tough circumstances. 

What do you want right now yet God is saying, 

“Wait.”? 

Next, the Devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms 

of the world in an instant and said, “I will give you 
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all their authority and splendor; it has been given 

to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you 

worship me, it will all be yours.” (Luke 4:6-7) Ah, 

power. 

Power is a huge drive in our world today. 

People want power over others; in their families, in 

their social settings, in their church, in their jobs, and 

in leadership in every organization. Sadly, some 

people will do almost anything to get that power. 

This is why the ‘fun’ shows about magic turn dark. 

Power can corrupt. Each character wants the greater 

control.  

True leadership, prompted and gifted by God, 

is a goal worth pursuing, but not at the expense of 

making a deal with the Devil. Being a child of God is 

a blessing to cherish. God-led leadership does 

amazing good in this world. 

What are we willing to do to gain power? Are 

we willing to discredit the co-worker or take credit 

for their project? Are we willing to lie, cheat, steal, 

trade sex favors, or bribe? 

How about worship the Devil? Isn’t that what 

people are doing when they cease to live by God’s 

laws of behavior? This temptation isn’t just about 

power. It is about the much-too-high price the Devil 

demands. 

Where do you find yourself tempted because of 

a possible power move in your life? Don’t be too 

quick to say you aren’t. This is Lent, a time to 

examine our hearts as we ponder God’s choice to 

love us so much that he’d go to the cross for us. Be 

honest with yourself. 

“Jesus answered, ‘It is written: ‘Worship 

the Lord your God and serve him only.’” (Luke 

4:8) Again, Jesus quoted scripture, Deuteronomy 

6:13. We need to hold onto God’s word and the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit to face down temptation. 

Scripture tells us we can only serve one master. 

The enemy doesn’t give up easily. He took 

Jesus to the highest point of the temple looking down 

on Jerusalem, a town dear to Jesus’ heart. “‘If you 

are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘Throw yourself 

down from here. For it is written: ‘He will 

command his angels concerning you to guard you 

carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so 

that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

(Luke 4:9b-11) Jesus had used scripture to answer the 

enemy. This time, the enemy decided to sway Jesus 

by using scripture himself. Read God’s word and be 

willing to look up scripture references and read them 

in context. Don’t be deceived by scripture taken out 

of context. Many very attractive cults use this 

method. Even in Bible study groups, people will 

quote scripture out of context to sway others. 

Jesus chose to set aside his divinity to walk the 

earth among us and teach us God’s ways. He could 

have divinely manipulated things. But then we 

wouldn’t be choosing to follow God freely, would 
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we? God gave us free will. Jesus didn’t use his 

divinity to sway the minds of leaders or to transport 

he and his disciples from one place to another, or to 

gain wealth and bribe leaders. 

Jesus did use his divine powers to show the 

love and mercy of God. He healed people, fed 

people, and cast out demons. Were Jesus to leap off 

the temple and swoop down landing unharmed, the 

whole point of his incarnation, God coming as man, 

would be lost. Yup, the people of Jerusalem would 

have instantly worshiped and adored him. But, not as 

a savior. Only as a super power or super hero. 

Jesus lived with the human agony of knowing 

he would die and die horribly. Yet, this ultimately 

became our salvation. Jesus willingly accepted death 

on the cross to overcome the power of death and 

reveal the reality of the resurrection.  

Jesus answered the Devil, “It is said: ‘Do not 

put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Luke 4:12) 

quoting from Deuteronomy 6:16, correcting the poor 

use of the Psalm 91 passage the Devil quoted. 

Robert E. Lane wrote in his new book, The 

Loss of Happiness in Market Democracies (Yale 

University, 2000), “More money can't buy more 

happiness, at least for those above the poverty line.” 

He is puzzled by the rise of discontent and clinical 

depression in prosperous democracies. He believes 

that we in such countries have lost our resiliency 

when faced with everyday setbacks. We’ve also lost 

our support base of family and close friends. 

We are so busy trying to gain larger incomes 

that we don’t take time for friendships or family life. 

Families visiting families has declined dramatically 

in the United States. The divorce rate rises as people 

grow richer. In general, he writes, materialists are 

unhappy people. Lane concludes we’re not good 

judges of what makes us happy. We let the 

materialistic culture tell us a lie. -D.W. Miller, "Can't 

Buy Me Contentment," from The Chronicle of 

Higher Education, chronicle.com 

As Christians, we don't have to believe this lie. 

In this season of Lent, we can slow down and 

evaluate what drives us. We can pull out of the trap 

of more NOW! We are called to focus on God’s 

leading in our lives. 

You may be drawn to movies with magic and 

super heroes and power and success, but are you 

distinguishing fiction and entertainment from reality? 

Keep focused on God’s will in your life. Jesus gave 

his life for our salvation. He is the only way we’ll 

know true success. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, help us move from ‘I want more’ meaning 

personal wants that leave us empty to ‘I want more of 

you.’ Keep us focused on your best for us – your will 

for our lives. Thank you, Lord. Amen. 
 


