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Let us pray 

 

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! St. Patrick’s Day 

doesn’t fall on Sunday very often and it is a great 

opportunity to consider what we can learn from the 

life of St. Patrick.  

 You see, this day is about more than parties, 

wearing green, drinking green beer, wearing green 

shamrock pins, and saying things like, “Kiss me, 

I’m Irish.” Chicago will honor the Irish and St. 

Patrick with parades and bag pipes and people will 

have a great time. But few have an understanding 

about the life of St. Patrick or why he matters. 

Today, let’s consider the rest of the story. 

 In the late fourth/early fifth century after the 

time of Christ, most of the then-known world was 

Christian following Constantine’s rule. 16-year-old 

Patrick lived in northeastern England. He was born 

into an aristocratic Christian family. Patrick, 

however, only marginally practiced his faith. He 

was a rebel and lived on the wild side. 

 A band of Celtic pirates sailed from Ireland 

and conducted raids in that part of England to 

bolster their slave trade. They captured foreign 

people to serve the chieftains and warlords of their 

pagan home. Patrick was captured and taken to 

Ireland where he was sold to a Druid who put him 

to work herding cattle. He was given little food or 

clothing and was exposed to the bitter elements. 

 Patrick, now alone and frightened and in a 

strange land with a language he didn’t know, 

began to pray to God whom he’d long ignored. He 

wrote in his Confession that he prayed many times 

a day and began to love God and grow in his faith. 

He felt he prayed up to one hundred prayers a day 

and as many at night. He said God’s Spirit began 

to burn in him and he became a devout Christian, 

so much so, that his captives noticed a positive 

change in him. 

 As time passed, Patrick began to identify 

with his captors. He learned their language, 

culture, about their religion and understood their 

world view. He began to love them as people who 

might one day turn to the one true God. 

Imagine, learning to love his enemy and 

view him as a potential Christian brother! Do you 

love Jesus enough that you could learn to look at 

your enemy with the love of Jesus and realize 

Jesus wants even your enemy to turn to God? 

After six years in captivity, Patrick had a 

vision where a voice said to him, “You are going 

home. Look! Your ship is ready.” He awoke and 

strengthened by his vision, walked 200 miles to the 
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seacoast of present-day France, and boarded a ship 

to England. 

Shortly after returning home, Patrick had 

another vision, this of a man named Victoricus 

from Ireland bringing letters from those who had 

held Patrick in slavery. As he read the letters, he 

heard a voice as if all of them together were crying 

out to him saying, “We beg you, holy youth, that 

you shall come and shall walk again among us.” 

What does Patrick’s experience have to do 

with Apostle Paul’s in today’s scripture? 

 Prior to today’s scripture reading, the 

apostle Paul had planned to travel to two 

destinations other than Macedonia. However, each 

time Paul was kept from following his plans by the 

Holy Spirit. We talk a lot about God leading us. 

Don’t you wish Luke, the writer of the book of 

Acts, had been more specific about how the Holy 

Spirit redirected Paul? Did he just give Paul a 

sense of unease about his choice, or literally block 

his progress, or send others to talk with Paul? Did 

Paul feel someone hold him back or turn his head? 

Luke didn’t say, but he did record how Paul was 

given new direction.  

 We began with verse six today, “During the 

night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia 

standing and begging him, ‘Come over to 

Macedonia and help us.’” (Acts 16:6) Yes, God 

can guide us through a vision or dream. Something 

in Paul resonated with the vision. He concluded 

that God was speaking to him just as Patrick would 

come to the same conclusion a few hundred years 

later. 

“After Paul had seen the vision, we got 

ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the 

gospel to them.” (Acts 16:10) If you want to know 

God’s leading in your life, attend to the prompts of 

the Holy Spirit within you. This is one of the 

greatest gifts – our own God guide within us. 

 When Patrick awoke from his dream, his 

vision, he recognized his call as being like that of 

Paul. He called it his “Macedonian call.” Patrick 

believed God was calling him back to the very 

people who enslaved him. He was to walk among 

them and share the good news of Jesus Christ. He 

studied for the priesthood and despite protests 

from his family, he organized the first successful 

Christian mission in 200 years outside the 

boundaries of the then Roman empire. 

 Patrick engaged in a relational strategy 

starting with the chieftain seeking permission first 

to camp nearby. He and his group met with people, 

engaged in conversation, prayed for the sick, 

counseled those who needed it, and mediated 

conflicts. They engaged in open-air speaking, 

using stories and parables that the Celtic could 

relate to. Legend has it that when Patrick was 
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teaching on the Trinity of God, he picked a three-

leaf clover to describe how God is one and three at 

the same time. 

 Paul had used the same relationship building 

tactic in his outreach. “On the Sabbath we went 

outside the city gate to the river, where we 

expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down 

and began to speak to the women who had 

gathered there.” (Acts 16:13) Lydia was one of 

the women who responded to the invitation to 

follow Christ and she and her whole household 

were baptized. Lydia went on to lead house 

churches sharing the gospel with others. 

  Patrick used this same format. As soon as a 

community of faith had formed, Patrick left a 

priest with the people to continue to grow them as 

disciples, and his group went on to reach more 

people. About 700 churches and monastic 

communities were planted by Patrick in this way. 

 Imagine the transformation of a non-

believing country becoming Christian. Ireland’s 

slave trade disappeared. The once illiterate Irish 

became avid readers and hand copied many classic 

works from Europe that may otherwise have been 

lost in Europe’s Dark Ages. Ireland began sending 

out missionaries to places like Scotland using 

Patrick’s and Paul’s relational methods.  

 What we celebrate today is a young man 

who experienced a tragic and unfair circumstance 

in his life. God came into it and turned the evil 

action of the people into an opportunity to make a 

real difference in the lives of the very people who 

had harmed him. He didn’t run from conflict and 

opposition. He moved toward it and grew to love 

his enemy as the Bible teaches. 

 As you wear your green to honor the life of 

St. Patrick, respond to his example and offer 

comfort and encouragement to those in need, open 

dialog with those you find difficult, offer a 

neighbor help without being asked, send notes of 

encouragement to those who are separated from 

the Christian body, and open yourself to 

connecting, authentically, with someone who 

believes differently from you. 

 Our communities are filled with people who 

do not know Jesus. In fact, they’ve heard more 

messages from culture about the evils of religion 

then they have truths about God’s love for them. 

Trilogy and other retirement communities are 

filled with Boomers who are the first of the “God 

is Dead” generation. Because believers tend to 

group with other believers, and otherwise firmly 

close our mouths, many in that generation have 

never had someone sit down relationally and share 

why they are grateful for Jesus in their lives. 

Many people know that we celebrate the 

resurrection on Easter, but not believing 

resurrection is possible, they’ve never explored 
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why that message is so important to Christians. 

They haven’t heard about Jesus paying the penalty 

for our wrongs so that we are fully forgiven and 

receive salvation when we accept him. 

 The next generations had the least Christian 

teaching of all. And they are hungry, hungry for 

authentic honest relational conversations.  

 Are we willing to make friends outside our 

believer’s circle? Are we willing to let God grow 

our love for those we might not otherwise connect 

with? Are we willing to build relationships and be 

encouragers and bring hope to those who don’t 

have a source of genuine hope? 

 Both Paul and Patrick felt led by the Holy 

Spirit. We learn, as we grow as disciples, to 

recognize God’s prompts. Another Christian may 

mention something they’ve taken an interest in and 

you resonate with the idea. You know you should 

join in. You might sense your prompting from a 

news broadcast revealing needs. It could be 

through music and the words of praise songs. That 

is a common one for me. It could be through 

nature or through conversations in Christian 

fellowship. 

 The most frequently named method that the 

Holy Spirit works through is God’s word. More 

people will tell you that as they read the Bible, 

they began to find clarity in what they are to do. I 

encourage you, spend time in God’s word. You 

don’t want to miss the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 We come to church to be refreshed and 

refilled and empowered by God’s word and Spirit. 

When we walk out the doors, we are called to 

make disciples for Jesus in all the world. We are 

missionaries who, like Patrick, are called to “walk 

among” the people offering hospitality, friendship, 

and the good news of Jesus. 

 And, when we do, transformation comes to 

homes, neighborhoods, communities, cities – and 

even the world.  

 Take on a bit of the Irish saint and learn to 

care deeply about others. 

 

Let us pray 

 


