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Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A New Covenant 

 

31 The days are surely coming, says 

the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah. 32 It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land 

of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband,[g] says 

the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 34 No longer shall they teach 

one another, or say to each other, 

“Know the Lord,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to 

the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more. 

 

Before we begin, I want to share with 

you the first time I was truly 

interested in change over time, or 

evolution. I was learning about 

Peppered Moths in the UK during the 

Industrial Revolution.  

 

Here you can see a picture of the 

moths, one lighter colored, and a 

variant that is darker colored. The 

population of moths in the UK before 

1818, before the industrial revolution, 

were colored as the lighter color. And 

then factories began spewing out 

pollutants that not only carried 

through the air, but landed on trees, 

covering them with black soot. The 

lighter colored moths were now more 

visible to predators and got picked off 

easier. When once the moths blended 

into their environments, they now 

stood out. As time continued, those 

moths that had genetic mutations that 

made them darker were able to hide 

from predators and survive to pass 

their genes on. And just like that 

humans could see change happening 

quickly in populations.  

 

Jeremiah the prophet lived during the 

time when the Kingdom of Judah was 

handed over to Babylonians and 

during the time when Egypt battled 

with Babylon over the same land. 

Jeremiah was a true prophet because 

he saw what was happening in his 

time; he heard God calling the people 

to repentance. He tried to prepare the 

people for what was to come and to 

bring them back to God so they would 

have the rock of faith under them 

during hard times. During Jeremiah’s 

life, he saw the destruction of the 

Temple built by King Solomon. No 

longer could faithful people go to 

synagogue to pray and learn. They 

would have to take the Torah and 

have it written on their heart. They 

would be scattered, forced out of their 

homes into exile. Life would no 
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longer be the same for so many 

people.   

 

There will be a new covenant with the 

people. Unlike the covenant made 

with the Israelites and Moses that God 

would bring them into the promised 

land, the people are leaving the 

promised land. They are being forced 

out. What new covenant could 

Jeremiah be preparing the people 

for?  Jeremiah was sharing a covenant 

of hope with the people.   

 

“The days are surely coming, says the 

Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah. It will not be like 

the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband,” says the 

Lord. “But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the Lord: I will 

put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my 

people. No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, ‘Know 

the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, 

says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more.” 

 

The people would have scripture 

written on their heart, not just out of 

necessity, because they could no 

longer meet. They would have a new 

covenant with God. There would be 

no need for teaching. The relationship 

between people and God would be 

entirely new and entirely perfect.  

 

Many faithful Christians see this 

dream as a foretelling of Jesus, 

Emmanuel come to Earth. They hear 

the New Testament words Jesus says 

at the Last Supper, when he holds up 

the cup and says this is my blood of 

the covenant. And certainly, the 

disciples and the world learned to be 

in relationship with God in a new and 

more intimate way.  

 

However, Jesus promised the 

forgiveness of sins. He did not say 

people would sin no more. Others 

testified to Jesus and his taking away 

of sins. John the Baptist said to Jesus, 

Here is the “Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world.” And later 

in the New Testament we have a 

statement in 1 John that says that 

Jesus takes away sins and those of us 

who have Jesus within us do not sin 

anymore. And yet there is not a 

person alive this day, or any time 

since Jesus walked the planet, that can 

claim sinlessness. The Day that 

Jeremiah prophesies and the belief of 

Christ followers is a reality that exists 

in the future. That it should come 

through Jesus, is our hope, and our 

belief.  

 

We continue to recognize the year 

that the pandemic has changed our 



lives. In a sense, we have been in 

exile. Instead of having scripture 

written in our heart, we have had to 

carry community and fellowship in 

our heart.  

 

We have found new ways to worship 

God, in exile. New ways to learn, 

teach and pray, away from our House 

of Worship. God has been good by 

providing for us.  

 

We will return from exile one day. 

We will return as a new and different 

people. When we return, I am 

reminded of the scriptures in the 

gospel of Mark, Jesus says, “No one 

sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an 

old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls 

away from it, the new from the old, 

and a worse tear is made. 22 And no 

one puts new wine into old wineskins; 

otherwise, the wine will burst the 

skins, and the wine is lost, and so are 

the skins; but one puts new wine into 

fresh wineskins.”[i] 

  

We will return as changed and new 

people. We cannot return to a system, 

a church that is the same. What do we 

want to keep and what do we want to 

change about how we act, what we 

think, what we say? The pandemic 

has offered us an opportunity of new 

wineskins. 

 

Nick and Keslie wanted me to give 

my thoughts on the last year, as we 

mark the time from the beginning of 

the pandemic to now. And I have so 

many.  

• One year ago, my children were 

getting back from Spring break 

from their Nana and Grandpa’s 

house in South Phoenix. Jeff 

and I even spent the weekend 

there. We were given notice 

that the kids would not have in 

person school for another 2 

weeks. In fact, there was no 

school for those 2 weeks. By 

the end of the month, we would 

mourn the fact that the kids 

would not get to say goodbye to 

their teachers and friends in 

person at school because there 

would be no more school in 

person. We have been to Nana 

and Grandpa’s house only once 

since then to pick the kids up 

when they stayed there when 

we were cleaning and moving. 

  

• One year ago, I began packing 

up my office in Prescott. I 

would have a drive-thru 

goodbye, but I would not get to 

see many of the beloved 

congregants I had spent 5 years 

getting to know. Several of 

them have died since then, even 

from COVID.  
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• One year ago, Jeff and I prayed 

about the future. How bad 

would the pandemic get? How 

long would it last? How would 

we explain it to our children? 

What precautions would we 

take, and what risks would we 

take as we prepared to move? 

Early on Jeff had to quarantine 

for 2 weeks because he was 

exposed to someone who tested 

positive. Later we would find 2 

friends we had made plans to 

see also tested positive, and if 

we hadn’t been cautious, we 

would have been with them 

while they were sick.  

 

And yet God has provided new 

wineskins for us. My family 

has found a wonderful, 

beautiful neighborhood with a 

community we can be active in. 

We can bike to school and to 

the grocery store. My children 

have made new friends by 

being able to attend in-person 

school. We have been healthy.  

I have learned more than ever 

that a church is not a building, a 

church is a people. As we cling 

tightly to one another, as we 

work harder than ever to live 

out our discipleship and our 

connection. 

 

I see people in our church and 

community living out the 

command Jesus gave us, the 

one we express as being the 

hands and feet of Jesus in the 

world, without the stability of 

the church. 

 

Real-life examples:  

 I feel that we have become like 

the population of the peppered 

moth in the UK, that over time 

changed to look different. We 

also are changing. We have an 

opportunity to take on new life-

giving ways of being in 

relationship with one another. 

We have new ways to take care 

of others. We have new 

wineskins to put new wine 

into.  

 

And so, like Jeremiah, I dream, 

of the near future and the not-so 

near future.  

 

I encourage you to reach out in 

Christian love to those who 

need it, in the name of Jesus, 

not Spirit Song. I encourage 

you to reflect how you have 

been changed for the better in 

the last year. The ways in 

which you rely on God now, 

when maybe one time you 

relied on the Church. And I 

encourage you to dream of the 

day when sins will be no more, 

when separation from friends 

and family is no more, when 

destruction, violence, 

misunderstanding are no more.  



Dream of God’s kingdom on 

Earth, the one where we truly 

live with one another and with 

God in perfect relationship. 

And help to bring that hope to 

fruition. Remember that is our 

goal when we pray, Your 

Kingdom come, your will be 

done on Earth as it is in 

heaven.  
 


