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The Love Haptic 

John 13:31-36 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you with us. Open our hearts to 

your word for us today. Amen. 

 

 We had a love bird at one time. If you’ve been 

around love birds, you know they have a very high 

piercing cheep and this cheep was just like the sound 

of the microwave buttons make when you are entering 

a program. When I pressed the microwave numbers 

both the bird and the microwave cheeped. The bird got 

to where all I had to do was walk up to the microwave 

and the he’d begin to cheep in anticipation. 

It was funny initially but then it became 

confusing. The sound of the microwave buttons is 

designed to let you know you successfully pressed 

them, even though they don’t literally press. It is 

feedback to assure you that you’ve activated the keys 

you intended.  

With both the microwave and the bird cheeping, 

I readily lost track of what I had pressed. Let’s say I 

wanted to put in 1, 1, 0, and press start for the time I 

wanted to heat a cup of tea. My brain knew that I 

should hear four cheeps. However, the bird added his 

cheeps, and it caused me to lose track of what I’d 

pressed. Both the microwave cheep and the bird’s 

cheep are “haptic feedback.” 

When we used real typewriters, we could feel 

the sensation of tapping, or should I say punching, the 

typewriter key. With a computer, the sensation from 

tapping a key is much less, but a slight tick tick sound 

has been added so you know you succeeded in 

pressing the key you intended. The sound is “haptic 

feedback.” 

Along came the smartphone. The keyboard is a 

smooth sheet of glass. Our fingers feel no tactile 

response, nor is there a sound, when we touch a key. 

At least that was the experience at first. Phone 

designers realized most people want some sensation 

when they touch a button to know with certainty that 

contact was made. “Haptic feedback.” 

Now when you tap a key on your smartphone, 

you experience a slight vibration assuring you that you 

made contact. Without the haptic feedback, if you’re 

not looking at the screen, you just trust that when you 

touched the key the command you intended was 

received. The haptic feedback on your smart phone is 

generally on by default. You can go into ‘settings’ and 

‘notifications’ to turn down or off the haptic feedback.  

My son teaches high school and regularly 

confiscates smart phones from his students. He has 

seen students hold their phone under their desks 

sending text messages without looking at their screens. 

They know the placement of the keys and feel the 

slight vibration as they make contact with the keys. It 

may or may not be the right key, but many students are 

proficient enough that they can type whole messages 
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that are close enough that the reader can discern the 

meaning. 

With haptics in mind, we look at today’s 

scripture reading. The conversation between Jesus and 

his disciples took place during the last supper Jesus 

shared with them. It is also the beginning of the 

“farewell discourse” which runs from chapters 13 

through 16. In these teachings, Jesus was explaining to 

his disciples the path they should follow after Jesus 

leaves them. It is the path we are to follow. 

This particular teaching began after Judas had 

left the room with Jesus’ instruction to do quickly 

what he was about to do (vs 27). Judas was on his way 

to betray Jesus. Jesus continued speaking, saying, 

“Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is 

glorified in him.” (John 13:31) Jesus was referring to 

the coming crucifixion and resurrection. He was 

certain of Judas’ betrayal and the results. 

Jesus was prepared to go to his captors because 

through this he would be glorified in the resurrection 

and God would be glorified for providing the means 

for us to be made whole through Jesus. Jesus is God’s 

gift from heaven given for all, when we choose to 

receive him. 

Jesus now instructed his disciples to follow a 

new commandment. “A new command I give you: 

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another.” (John 13:34) 

You might say, “Wait, we know this command. 

It isn’t new.” It is likely you are thinking about Jesus’ 

answer when asked about the greatest commandment 

from God’s law. “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 

greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:37-

39) 

Jesus took all the ‘do nots’ about the treatment 

of others and put them together into the more 

manageable ‘love your neighbor.’ Do not commit 

murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not 

bear false witness, and do not covet, all have to do 

with interacting with neighbor in the broadest sense of 

the word. “Love your neighbor as yourself,” is about 

loving all.  

This ‘love your neighbor’ kind of love is love 

extended outward from the circle of believers to 

whoever is in need. Jesus told the parable of the Good 

Samaritan as an example of this kind of love. You 

showed this kind of love when you participated in the 

Water Walk. This was love for people we don’t know 

and may never meet, but we care deeply about them 

and want them to have clean water. 

In today’s passage, Jesus said, “Love one 

another.” The Greek makes it clear he was calling his 

followers to love each other, the fellowship of 

believers. They are to act in loving ways with one 

another in a faith community. They are to love one 

another in the same way Jesus loved them. Just prior to 

this reading, Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet to 
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illustrate this kind of love. This love involves serving 

one another, looking out for the needs of one another, 

praying together and for one another, being in 

community, genuine community, with one another. It 

is a picture of the church. It’s what we call ‘family’ 

here in Spirit Song. 

A spirit of disruption and undermining of the 

good is not representative of this kind of love. This 

love is not self-seeking. Think about how Jesus 

reprimanded the brothers for asking if they could sit on 

either side of Jesus in his glory. 

The love Jesus called for is self-sacrificial love 

where you drop what you’re doing and go when you 

hear one is in the hospital, or they need a shoulder to 

cry on, or someone to celebrate with or 

encouragement. This is the deep love of presence – 

really being present. This kind of love loves even 

when the other has differing views but holds the same 

goal of loving and serving in the body of Christ 

authentically. 

I invite you this week to hold Osias and Ian in 

this kind of love by praying for them as they prepare to 

go before the district board of ordained ministry 

Thursday. 

Jesus added, “By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 

13:35) This is where the haptic response comes in. Just 

as the touch of a key gives off a vibration or sound so 

you know you made contact, our demonstration of this 

kind of love for the body of Christ, those we are in 

fellowship with, gives off something that 

communicates to on lookers that we are disciples of 

Jesus. Like a haptic, this love is experienced or felt in 

some way. There is something substantial that lets not 

only the recipients of a loving action, but also those 

who witness it, know that the giver is a follower of 

Jesus. 

 When Ira Gillett, missionary to East Africa, 

returned home to report on his activities overseas, he 

related an interesting phenomenon. Repeatedly, Gillett 

had noticed how groups of Africans would walk past 

government hospitals and travel many extra miles to 

receive medical treatment at the missionary 

compound.  

Finally, he asked a particular group why they 

walked the extra distance when the same treatments 

were available at the government clinics.  

The reply: "The medicines may be the same but 

the hands are different." 

Rick Ezell explains it this way, “That's the 

virtue of love incarnated. That kind of love makes a 

difference. Christ has no hands, but our hands; no feet, 

but our feet. We are his ambassadors, representing him 

to the world. And when we love as he loved us, it will 

make the difference. People will notice. Christian love 

is indispensable.” --Rick Ezell, "How to show love and 

respect to others," lifeway.com. Retrieved November 

6, 2015. 

There was something palpable, real, about the 

love displayed by the missionaries. It’s the love of God 
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coming from those who serve him authentically. Our 

job is both to display that love and to help the person 

connect what they are feeling with the source of our 

love, God. 

Those first disciples of Jesus played the 

important role of understanding and transmitting 

Jesus’ love to outsiders. Jesus provided them with a 

model for their own behavior so they could take it to 

their own communities. This love lays the foundation 

for church formation and it’s call. 

We have the opportunity – the call – to serve 

one another in such a way that God’s love is tangible. 

When we reach out with meals, visits, gifts of support, 

and prayers, lots of prayers, during times of grief or 

concern, when we fill in for a caregiver so he or she 

can take a break, or send cards, make phone calls, 

offer our time and presence, strong bonds of 

friendships develop that outsiders sense. This draws 

people to our community and thus to the source of the 

love - Jesus.  

When we think about it, we recognize that each 

of us experiences internal prompts nudging us to make 

a phone call or stop by and check on someone. We 

need to attend to those prompts. When we do, we hear 

things like, “Oh, I so needed to hear a friendly voice 

just now,” or “How did you know I was feeling lonely 

today?” Those are haptic responses. The person feels 

like you connected with their need and they feel cared 

for. 

There is also a reverse haptic feedback. When 

we do for others, we in turn have a sense of the 

presence of Christ and we feel good. We are moved 

when we hear we were the answer to someone’s 

prayer, or when we hear how much our action meant 

to someone, or when we experience the wonder of 

having the right words to speak when we weren’t sure 

what to say.  

Let’s celebrate the ways this body of Christ is 

already living Christ’s love for both one another and 

Christ’s love for neighbor. Let’s rejoice in the 

opportunities God gives us. Let’s respond to those 

nudges. And let’s step boldly into those places where 

we might be failing to love one another as we ought. 

Let’s invite God to help us give ourselves to one 

another as Jesus gave of himself. Let’s love like Jesus 

loves us. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we want to be disciples who give off a love 

haptic. May it be apparent in our words, mannerisms, 

and actions that we are your disciples, loving as you 

have loved us. Amen. 
 
 


