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14 When they came to the disciples, 

they saw a great crowd around them, 

and some scribes arguing with them. 

15 When the whole crowd saw him, 

they were immediately overcome with 

awe, and they ran forward to greet 

him. 16 He asked them, “What are 

you arguing about with them?” 17 

Someone from the crowd answered 

him, “Teacher, I brought you my son; 

he has a spirit that makes him unable 

to speak; 18 and whenever it seizes 

him, it dashes him down; and he 

foams and grinds his teeth and 

becomes rigid; and I asked your 

disciples to cast it out, but they could 

not do so.” 19 He answered them, 

“You faithless generation, how much 

longer must I be among you? How 

much longer must I put up with you? 

Bring him to me.” 20 And they 

brought the boy[a] to him. When the 

spirit saw him, immediately it 

convulsed the boy,[b] and he fell on 

the ground and rolled about, foaming 

at the mouth. 21 Jesus[c] asked the 

father, “How long has this been 

happening to him?” And he said, 

“From childhood. 22 It has often cast 

him into the fire and into the water, to 

destroy him; but if you are able to do 

anything, have pity on us and help 

us.” 23 Jesus said to him, “If you are 

able!—All things can be done for the 

one who believes.” 24 Immediately 

the father of the child cried out,[d] “I 

believe; help my unbelief!” 25 When 

Jesus saw that a crowd came running 

together, he rebuked the unclean 

spirit, saying to it, “You spirit that 

keeps this boy from speaking and 

hearing, I command you, come out of 

him, and never enter him again!” 26 

After crying out and convulsing him 

terribly, it came out, and the boy was 

like a corpse, so that most of them 

said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took 

him by the hand and lifted him up, 

and he was able to stand. 28 When he 

had entered the house, his disciples 

asked him privately, “Why could we 

not cast it out?” 29 He said to them, 

“This kind can come out only through 

prayer.”[e] 

  

When you have your biggest doubts 

in God’s presence and promises, is it 

in the little things like lost keys or 

phones? Is it in the big things like 

death and destruction?  

When we enter into the life of Jesus 

through our scripture text this 

morning, we have a group of people 

who are struggling. The events of 

today happen right after the telling of 

the transfiguration, where Jesus and 

two disciples go up a mountain. Jesus 

is surrounded in light, and the 

disciples see Elijah and Moses appear 

with Jesus. It is an extraordinary 

event, one that shocks them into a test 

of faith, was what they saw real? If it 

was, did it change their view of Jesus? 
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Did they now truly believe that Jesus 

was sent by God?  

 

Whether they had a new faith in Jesus 

or not, it seems that they had some 

trouble having faith in themselves. 

Jesus came into an argument and a 

man appeared with his son saying that 

he had asked the disciples to cast out 

what was troubling his son. They 

called it a spirit. Based on the 

symptoms the author describes, it is 

probably epilepsy, or another 

neurological disorder. The disciples 

cannot cure the son. Jesus is 

frustrated. Jesus wants everyone to be 

redeemed, to have life, to not be 

burdened by sickness, or spirit. I 

believe he wished he had more help 

spreading that kind of wellness, which 

is why he speaks out about being 

frustrated at the lack of faith in the 

generation. When the man asks if you 

are able, can you heal him? He has 

gone through years of no help or hope 

with his son. He has lost faith that 

anything can be done, and yet instead 

of staying at home resigned to his 

son’s condition and future, he is still 

out in the crowds asking for help. In 

his heart he believes, even if the 

everyday struggle has made him 

doubtful.  

  

Now I need to be honest. I am 

troubled by Jesus’ response. Jesus 

says, “If I am able? All things can be 

done for the one who believes.”  

  

It feels like criticism. It echoes his 

frustrations earlier in the text about a 

faithless generation. Jesus is holding 

the weight of the world in his hands. 

And he is able and yet people do not 

see Jesus as the anointed one, as 

God’s son. They only see him as 

teacher and preacher.  

  

I am troubled by how the world has 

taken to using this idea from Jesus. 

The world has used this to condemn 

the downtrodden for not having 

enough faith to be made well.  

I will tell you one thing. If faith is 

what heals, then telling someone they 

do not have enough faith to make 

them well, will not help. It will not 

help them to have more faith. Instead, 

we remember that even faith the size 

of a mustard seed can move 

mountains and we hold onto the 

words, I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me.  

  

There is a story based on real-life 

events that our scripture today 

reminds me of. The story and the 

events that happened in it inspired the 

movie, “Miracles from Heaven.”  

The movie tells the story of a young 

girl who has two potentially terminal 

illnesses where she cannot digest 

food. Her mother struggles with faith 

in a loving God as she watches her 

daughter struggle with day-to-day 

events like drinking a glass of water 

or eating a plate of food. Then one 

day after many trips to Boston, after 

the young girl Anna confesses she 



does not want to live in pain anymore, 

she returns home without hope of cure 

or relief. She and her sisters are 

climbing a tree when she falls, 30 feet 

inside the hollowed-out cottonwood 

tree. It takes hours for help to arrive to 

pull her unconscious body out. Anna 

not only survived the fall with little 

more than scratches; the fall actually 

cured her two terminal diseases. It 

was something that no one could 

understand. Yet Anna had a story to 

tell about when she was in the tree. 

She had an out of body experience 

that led to a conversation with God. 

God told her she would be healed.   

  

In an interview for a news program 

Christy, Anna’s mom, is asked, 

“When your daughter was sick, were 

you praying for a miracle?” 

 

Christy replied, “I wasn’t praying for 

a miracle. My prayers were: Let today 

be the day she eats a whole plate of 

food. Let today be the day she can 

drink this whole glass of water. Let 

today be the day her pain is at an 8 

not a 10. So, I didn’t pray for a big 

miracle, maybe just simple things.”  

 

“Did you ever ask God why?” 

 

I asked “Why Anna? Why me? Why 

us? Are you watching this? Are you 

seeing what I am seeing? Are you 

feeling what I’m feeling? So many 

times, I asked that question.  

There was a time when Anna was 

ready to die, ready to go to heaven. I 

would cry out to God not to take her 

and not to answer her prayer. It was 

me crying out. As much as I love 

Annabelle, God loves her more than I 

do. How much more does he hurt to 

watch her? Then it clicked. God was 

as much as part of what was 

happening as sitting watching it.  

 

Sometimes even I have trouble 

understanding God’s presence in our 

lives from the little unspoken prayers 

at a meal to the large ones spoken at 

times of great distress. 

 

William Barclay gives us a hopeful 

word:  

“He was ready to face the cross and 

he was ready to face the common 

problem just as either came. It is 

characteristic of human nature that we 

can face the great crisis-moments of 

life with honor and dignity, but allow 

the routine demands of everyday to 

irritate and annoy us. We can face the 

shattering blows of life with a certain 

heroism, but allow the petty pinpricks 

to upset us. Many a person can face 

great disaster or a great loss with calm 

serenity and yet loses their temper if a 

meal is badly cooked or a train late. 

The amazing thing about Jesus was 

that he could serenely face the cross, 

and just as calmly deal with the day-

to-day emergencies of life.” 

 

The story of Jesus healing the boy 

with epilepsy and the story of Anna 

Beam raises some issues about 

unanswered prayers. We may begin 



thinking that because we are not 

getting the restoration of spirit or 

body that we desire, that God is not 

able, or, God does not work in those 

ways.  

 

Christy Beam was asked that question 

in an interview: 

 

“What encouragement can you give to 

those people who don’t always get the 

miracle they prayed for?” 

 

“That may not be your miracle. There 

are so many other miracles that are 

happening around you. Have you 

noticed those and been grateful? 

That’s what I found in my struggle. 

When it was over, and I looked back, I 

had my head down because it was 

hard and dark. Yet, when I reflected, 

there were all these miracles going on 

every day. When I was saying, “God, 

where are you?” He was right there. 

So, if you are waiting for that one 

miracle and you’ve got your blinders 

on, you may miss the miracle God is 

doing.” 

 

Near the end of the movie, the actress 

Jennifer Garner gives this speech: 

 

…When Anna got sick, I just couldn’t 

understand it. Why was this devoted, 

God-loving, little girl going through 

all this? I felt hopeless. I felt alone. I 

was angry that our prayers weren’t 

being answered. I lost my faith. 

Because of that I didn’t see what was 

all around me. Albert Einstein said 

there are only two ways to live your 

life. One is as though nothing is a 

miracle and the other is as though 

everything is a miracle. I’m the first 

to tell you I wasn’t living life as if 

everything was a miracle. I missed a 

lot. Miracles are everywhere. 

Miracles are goodness. Sometimes 

showing up in the strangest of ways 

through people who are just passing 

through our lives to dear friends who 

are there for us no matter what. 

Miracles are love. Miracles are God 

and God is forgiveness. Why was 

Anna healed when today around the 

world there are so many people 

suffering? I don’t know that answer. 

But through everything I have been 

through I have realized I am not 

alone. And whatever you may be 

going through, I am here to tell you, 

you are not alone. Miracles are God’s 

way of letting us know he’s here.  

Maybe today you are praying for a 

miracle. Maybe you have given up 

praying for a miracle. Maybe your 

miracle would be a little thing, a little 

sign of God’s real presence in your 

life.”  

 

 

Go from here with the words like a 

prayer on your lips, I believe. Lord, 

help my unbelief. Be the type of 

person that sees miracles all around. 

Keep your eyes open for those 

miracles big and small that remind us 

that we are not alone. God is here.  

  

 Amen.  


