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The Guardian 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your word for us today. If I 

write anything that is not of you, let it not be received. 

May each hear from you, Lord. Amen. 

 

 Are you encouraged 

that a team that includes a 

cybernetically modified 

raccoon name Rocket, and 

a tree-like humanoid 

named Groot, and various 

other aliens led by a reluctant half human half celestial 

named Peter Quill but referred to as Star Lord, are 

protecting the universe for us? They are known as the 

Guardians of the Galaxy. 

 This popular 2014 superhero film is produced by 

Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios 

Motion Pictures. The first movie, Guardians of the 

Galaxy, grossed over $773 million. It received positive 

review for visuals, soundtrack and cast. 

 In 2017, Guardians of the Galaxy, Vol. 2, was 

released and grossed over $863 million worldwide, 

making it the sixth-highest-grossing film in 2017. If you 

haven’t seen the first two, you have time to rent them 

before vol. 3 is released in 2020. 

You have to wonder why the movie is so popular. 

Is it truly just a matter of visuals and soundtrack? Or is 

something else at play? 

 Have you noticed the number of apocalyptic 

motion pictures on the market? Doomsday draws 

crowds, from the super volcano that will destroy the 

earth to the giant asteroid that will shatter the planet, to 

dangerous widespread infectious disease killing all 

humankind. Yet, in each, just in the nick of time, a hero 

rises up with the solution and the crisis is averted. 

Usually, the people of earth never know they 

were on the brink of destruction. Those in charge 

determine the people shouldn’t be warned to avoid mass 

panic. It is considered better to keep people in 

ignorance. The hero is always laughed at initially and 

discounted for their idea until finally, because there is 

no better course, their suggestion is put into action.  

Yes, such films are filled with action and packed 

with great special effects. But do they serve another 

purpose? Are we somehow encouraged that when the 

end is near, someone will come to the rescue and 

disaster will be averted? Do the films indicate our need 

for assurance of rescue? Do we hope there are groups or 

organizations out there working behind the scenes to 

assure the safety and protection of humankind? 

I searched the internet for something to support 

what I’ve just speculated and did not find anything to 

substantiate my comments. When googling why 

Guardians of the Galaxy is so popular, saving the world 

is never mentioned. In fact, it seemed to me that that 
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reasons given were pretty weak to account for the 

popularity of the films. 

I think people are hungry for the ultimate hero 

who turns around the doomsday scenario. Maybe it 

even helps each of us to believe that we, too, can work 

with that ultimate hero and do something really amazing 

to make a huge change for good in the world. 

Wait! Don’t we have this already? Isn’t there a 

real Guardian over everything – over all creation? And 

aren’t we already called to join forces with this hero to 

change the world for the better? 

The prophet Isaiah wrote about his encounter 

with the Guardian, “I saw the Lord, high and exalted, 

seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled 

the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six 

wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 

two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying.” (Isaiah 6:1-2) And we think the visuals of the 

movies are good! Movies have nothing on the Bible. 

The seraphim, “were calling to one another: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.’” (Isaiah 6:3) Isn’t it 

important to us that our Guardian, our Protector, be 

holy? The Hebrew root word means to be awe-

inspiring, to command respect, to be set apart for 

special or sacred reason. This Guardian is more 

powerful and wise that we can imagine. Because he is 

holy - more holy than we can imagine - we don’t need 

to fear his power. As we try to ponder God’s holiness, 

we can only consider what our human brains can 

produce based on our limited experience with genuine 

holiness. 

The Bible reminds us repeatedly that God is holy. 

“There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one 

besides you; there is no Rock like our God.” (1 

Samuel 2:2) “Who among the gods is like you, LORD? 

Who is like you—majestic in holiness, awesome in 

glory, working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11) “Ascribe 

to the LORD, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the 

LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the 

glory due his name; worship the LORD in the 

splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:1-2) 

God’s character is described as good, full of 

grace, immanent, just, loving, merciful, omnipotent, 

omnipresent, omniscient, righteous, sovereign and 

transcendent. We need our Guardian to be all-powerful 

and all-knowing with the superpower to be everywhere 

at once. We know these characteristics on the one hand 

- but then we question. If God is all-powerful then why 

is there murder and poverty and hate? Why hasn’t he 

intervened? 

Of course, there is no easy answer for this. We 

believe God is infinitely wise, so why doesn’t God just 

speak order out of the chaos like he spoke the world 

into existence? Then again, who are we to question the 

intelligence of God? 

 What is God’s larger picture that we don’t have? 

Why did he give us free will? Is it possible that it is 

God’s desire that we will choose to follow right from 

wrong? That we will learn from the strife and choose to 
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work together and follow his teachings to do that? God 

could bend us to his will, but then we wouldn’t be the 

thinking beings he created. We’d be mindless 

bobblehead dolls. 

 Don’t worry about the times when you question. 

The Bible is full of characters who questioned, and God 

still loved them, and they learned to trust and follow 

and God accomplished great things through them! I 

don’t understand why God chooses to work through his 

created beings, but I’ve chosen to trust and I want to be 

part of his work. 

 Now here’s the real problem in recognizing God 

as all powerful and holy and just and loving – it makes 

us see ourselves from his perspective. Isaiah wrote, 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man 

of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 

Almighty.” (Isaiah 6:5) Suddenly Isaiah became aware 

of his unworthiness in the presence of his holy God. 

Unclean lips is symbolic of being contaminated by sin.  

 We don’t like that feeling. We want to keep up 

our masks and tell ourselves and others that we are 

pretty good people. And we are. But, before God, we 

recognize we’re not all that he created us to be. We’re 

not following his ways consistently. We like to pick and 

choose and apply just enough righteousness to feel 

satisfied with ourselves and our choices – until we come 

into the presence of God and we know it isn’t enough. 

 This is why some choose not to attend church and 

why others enter but keep their protective guard up. 

This is why some do not spend time in God’s word or 

time in prayer. We don’t want to feel convicted of a 

short fall. Yet God’s word reminds us, “for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 

3:23) “For he chose us in him before the creation of 

the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” 

(Eph. 1:4) 

 Wait! Is it God’s desire to make us feel guilty? 

No. That isn’t what God wants. What he wants is for us 

to choose the grace and forgiveness and redemption he 

offers. 

 Look how God responded to Isaiah’s distressed 

realization of his sin. God responded, not be destroying 

Isaiah, or making him feel guilty, or ranting at him 

about his failures. Instead God responded to his greatest 

need, to be cleansed and renewed. One of the seraphim 

flew to Isaiah with a live coal from 

the fire, “With it he touched my 

mouth and said, ‘See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away and your sin atoned 

for.’” (Isaiah 6:7) God fully forgave 

Isaiah! And what better place to 

demonstrate pardon for a prophet 

then to touch his mouth.  

Notice Isaiah’s response to this gift, “Then I 

heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am 

I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8) This is the response of the 

redeemed!  
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Once Isaiah knew God’s cleansing, he was 

enthusiastic, and better able, to serve both God and 

God’s purposes. God’s word would be carried and 

proclaimed by the prophet Isaiah. It was a tough word, 

one of judgment, but also a word of hope. God had a 

plan, a plan to restore his people and the world just as 

he had restored Isaiah. 

“God made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin 

for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21) “But if we walk 

in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) All we have to 

do is choose to accept the gift of Jesus as our Lord and 

Savior! This is the grace of our loving God. 

 “He has saved us and called us to a holy life—

not because of anything we have done but because of 

his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us 

in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 1:9) 

 What is not to love about this Super God who 

came as Jesus to bring us salvation and forgiveness and 

who pours out his Holy Spirit on us to guide and lead 

and comfort us? He watches over us as our heavenly 

Guardian. We stand in awe as Isaiah did and we 

recognize that we aren’t worthy. Yet this amazing God 

doesn’t demand worthiness, he provides it, when we 

follow him! All that incredible power isn’t used to 

destroy but to save, to draw us closer to his goodness 

and mercy and holiness.  

 Sure, God can be confusing and hard to 

understand. Yet this same God forgave a whole city of 

sinners in Nineveh when they repented and saved David 

and made him a great king even though he’d made 

terrible mistakes. God will be God. 

 And this same magnificent God, the Guardian of 

the galaxy, also chooses to love and to reach out to each 

of us individually and offer his saving grace and 

forgiveness. 

 Then, God goes still further. He calls us to be his 

witnesses, to speak for him, in a hurting world that 

yearns for salvation and imagines it in the scripts of 

movies. We long for healing and wholeness. And all the 

while, what we yearn for is just a whisper away. “Lord, 

forgive me. I choose to follow you and answer your 

call. Send me!” 

 Is that your response? 

Let us pray, 

Lord, we do ask your forgiveness for all the times we 

veer off the plan you have for us. We do want your 

guidance in our lives. Increase our awareness of your 

leading and our willingness to respond to your best 

purposes. Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 


