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I was reminded yesterday of the 

history of my name. I remembered 

that I had been born in a year with a 

one-hundred-year flood. I had thought 

I was named Misty because of that 

extreme weather that happened in 

southern Arizona. But my parents 

reminded me it went deeper than that. 

Rain has been a sign of good luck and 

fortune for my family. Weddings on 

rainy days, children born healthy on 

rainy days. Rain is good for my 

family. And so, they named me 

Misty.   

 

It is a piece of my origin story, a part 

of why I am the person I am today.  

 

Sometimes we need to go back before 

we can move forward. That is why we 

are beginning our time looking at the I 

am sayings of Jesus by going back to 

Exodus when God revealed to Moses 

the name for God, “I AM.”  

 

The origin of our Christian faith 

comes from Jesus. And the origin of 

Jesus’s faith came from his Jewish 

faith. And one of the pieces of the 

Jewish origin story resides in what 

happened with Moses.  

 

Moses had a complicated past. His 

story started as a baby when Pharaoh 

declared that all the Israelite boys 

under 2 should be killed to stop the 

prolific rise in the Israelite population. 

Moses was saved through intelligent 

means, and he was delivered to the 

Pharaoh's daughter. He was raised 

Israelite and Egytian. This identity, 

and growing up in Pharoah’s 

household, would help him later in 

life when he was tasked with bringing 

back the Israelites out of Egyptian 

slavery.  

 

We met Moses in our scripture today 

after he has lived in Egypt in the 

Pharaoh’s household and after he 

killed an Egyptian guard who was 

beating an Israelite. And after he fled 

to become a herder in Midian. When 

we read about him on Mt. Horeb, he 

has a wife, and a livelihood. He was 

doing good. 

 

If you look verse by verse at this 

section of Exodus you will realize 

there are a lot of "I am" or "I will be" 

statements: Here are some verse by 

verse and the transliterated Hebrew 

word for it. 

3:4, Moses says Here I am. Hi ne ni.  

3:6 from God, “I am the...” A no ki 

3:11 from Moses “who am I?” A no 

ki 

3:12- from God “I will be with you”- 

ehyeh 

3:13- from Moses "suppose I" - anoki 

3:14 from God, "I am who I am" 

ehyeh aser ehyeh…(Ay-yuh-ahsher-

ay-yuh) Thus you shall say ehyeh has 

sent me to them. 

  



There are 43 occurrences in the 

Hebrew bible. It is not just the one, or 

even the several times it is said in 

these few passages. I will become is 

the most common translation.  

 

The Hebrew language is all about 

action. Whether an action has been 

completed, or whether it has not been 

completed yet. This phrase is 

imperfect. It has not been completed. 

It is active. It is not stagnant. So, who 

is our God? Our God is the God of 

Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob. Our 

God is present. God is. And God will 

be. God is active, active in our own 

personal lives and active in our 

world.   

 

When Jesus grows up in the Jewish 

faith, with faithful parents, he learns 

about God who is present, and God 

who will be. Jesus knows these 

things. These are his origin stories as 

a Jewish man. He knows the language 

of the Torah, that it is taught as the 

way of salvation, he knows that it is 

referred to as the bread of life. He 

knows about the vine that connects us 

to one another and to God. Jesus 

knows the history of Moses and the 

Israelites. Moses was a shepherd! 

Jesus uses the Good Shepherd as an 

identifier. These stories point to 

Jesus’s identity as a person who 

walked the planet, had a faith life 

rooted in Judaism, and it has become 

a part of Jesus’s identity. These 

stories are part of our identity too.  

 

These words mean something to 

Jesus, and they mean something to the 

Jewish people who Jesus speaks to 

and cares for.  

 

Our origin stories influence us and 

have made us a bit of who we are 

today. Rain has been a good thing for 

my family. Isn’t it interesting that I 

live in a place where rain is a good 

thing to everyone? How has your 

origin story affected who you are 

today?  

 

"I Am." - two words that mean so 

much, they bring identity, the God 

who is the God of our ancestors, of 

the stories we tell our children… 

 

They tell of an active God.  

"I am" is a state of being, identifying 

life. Someone who IS. 

God is still speaking. Because God 

IS.  

 

And when someone IS, it means they 

are not WAS. God is.  

God speaks, because God is a living 

God. God listens. God cares. God 

answers. God does.  

 

How does that change how you 

believe in God? 

Do you believe in the living God? 

If so, I invite you to live like you 

believe in the LIVING God.  

 

And join us as we continue to explore 

the I AM sayings of Jesus in the 

following weeks. How will they 



reveal who God is through Jesus, and 

how God is working in our own lives 

as well? 

 

Amen.  


