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The Grace of Giving 

Luke 20:45-47, 21:1-4 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you. Open our hearts to your word 

for us today. Amen. 

 

 A wiseman was getting ready to sleep under a 

tree when he was approached by a villager who came 

running up asking that the wiseman give him a 

precious stone. “What stone?” asked the wiseman. 

The villager answered that he’d had a dream that told 

him that if he approached the wiseman at dusk that 

night, the wiseman would give him a precious stone 

that would make him unbelievably rich.  

 The wiseman rummaged in his bag for a 

moment and, smiling, said, “It must be this stone. I 

found it in the forest today and you certainly may 

have it.” The villager gazed at the stone with wonder. 

It was as large as his fist and glinted in the fading 

light. He took the stone and walked away. 

 That night, the villager could not sleep. He was 

deeply troubled. The next morning at dawn he rushed 

back to the wiseman and thrust the fist sized diamond 

back into his hands. “I don’t want it,” he said. “What 

I want is whatever you have that makes it possible for 

you to give it away so easily.” 

 “What I want is whatever you have that makes 

it possible for you to give it away so easily.” What 

brings out the grace of giving in us? 

 This story, like the one in our scripture reading 

this morning, bring us to the heart of stewardship. 

Christian stewardship is not primarily about money. 

It is about gratitude and understanding the difference 

between a possession and a trust. 

 At the heart of Christian spirituality is 

gratitude. G.K. Chesterton said, “the best kind of 

giving is thanksgiving.” Gratitude is the link between 

our receiving and our giving. It sets up a beautiful 

cycle of inward flow and outward flow. 

 The opposite is expressed by the cartoon 

character Bart Simpson who lives in a culture of 

entitlement. When asked to say grace, he said, “Dear 

God, we paid for all this stuff ourselves, so thanks for 

nothing.” While that is true on one level, Bart, and 

many others, fail to recognize the deeper reality that 

everything we have, our every breath, every ability, 

every opportunity, is from God. 

 When we understand this, wonderful things 

happen inside us. We are grateful. Research shows 

that attitudes of gratitude contribute to improved 

health and happiness. People who keep gratitude 

journals, regularly recording the things they are 

grateful for, report a decrease in physical symptoms, 

more energy, enthusiasm, better sleep, and a better 

sense of wellbeing. 
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 Gratitude can be cultivated. Where we focus is 

a huge factor. I shared recently about the effect of 

focusing on floaters on our eyeball. Eye doctors warn 

that if you focus on the obstruction, your vision 

suffers. We need to focus beyond it to everything 

else, and then we don’t even notice the speck. 

 Likewise, what we focus on in life, obscures 

our vision of the larger picture. If we focus on the 

lost job, the unhealthy relationship, our pain, those 

become larger in our perspective making it difficult 

to notice the good God does for us. 

We become consumed with the negative. Some 

of you shared that happened to you during the 

political stuff leading up to the election. By the way, 

$5.2 billion were spent on the advertising campaigns 

for national elections. Imagine how that money might 

have been used more positively! 

 Think about 2 or 3 things that you have 

received as gifts or blessings and notice how you felt. 

Feel again that sense of gratitude. Thank God for 

those blessings. Do that every night before you go to 

bed and you’ll discover that your awareness of the 

blessings God grants you increases and your response 

to them turns to gratitude.  

 Part of growing as a Christian follower of 

Jesus in understanding the difference between a 

possession and a trust. When we view something as a 

possession, we consider it “mine.” My house, my car, 

my job, my children, my life. It’s all mine! What is 

one of the very first words a child speaks? “It’s 

mine!”  

 We take time to teach children about sharing 

and giving away to break the “it’s mine!” attitude. 

Yet, all too often, we grow up and revert to the “it’s 

mine!” thinking again. 

 Now consider looking at your blessings as 

trusts. Instead of viewing a trust as ‘mine,’ we view it 

as ‘this is for me to take care of.’ I am the steward of 

these parts of my life; relationships, belongings, 

children, job, finances. They have all been entrusted 

to me by God! 

 Jesus’ parable of the talents teaches that the 

stewards don’t just protect holdings, they are 

expected to develop them and produce a yield. So, it 

is with us. We don’t simply protect our time, talents, 

and treasures, we put them to use for their true 

owner, God. And God, through his grace in giving, 

blesses both us and others with the yield. Our 

receiving keeps giving. 

 Sometimes in stewardship we hear the 10% 

figure and it triggers the ‘it’s mine’ focus. “It’s all 

mine and God wants me to give him 10%.” When we 

look at it from the ‘this is a trust for me to take care 

of’ focus, it sounds like, “100% of all I have is from 

God. He invites me to keep 90% and give back a 

10% yield to further bless me and to bless others so 

God’s glory is better known.” 

 Which more closely matches your view? 

Possession or trust? 
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 The more you consider the things for which 

you are grateful and the more you thank God for 

those gifts, the greater your gratitude. When you 

view things that way, you feel more fulfilled as a 

Christian disciple and you grow your relationship 

with God! That is the most amazing blessing of all! 

 Consider again the first part of today’s 

scripture. Jesus said, “Beware of the teachers of the 

law. They like to walk around in flowing robes 

and love to be greeted with respect in the 

marketplaces and have the most important seats 

in the synagogues and the places of honor at 

banquets.” (Luke 20:46) Do you hear the ‘mine’ 

focus? My status, my respect, my seat of honor. And 

the result? “They devour widows’ houses and for a 

show make lengthy prayers. These men will be 

punished most severely.” (Luke 20:47) In their ‘its 

mine’ focus, they took advantage of others, in this 

case widows. They kept all of what they believed was 

theirs for their own self promotion and did not use 

their gifts to yield a harvest of good for others. 

 Are we guilty of this? 

 What a contrast to the widow. Jesus “saw a 

poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 

‘Truly I tell you,’ he said, ‘this poor widow has 

put in more than all the others. All these people 

gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 

her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” (Luke 

21:2-4) 

 This woman’s heart is what Jesus noticed. This 

poor woman’s attachment to her possessions was not 

as strong as her gratitude to God. She trusted God 

with all of her. That is grace in giving! And Jesus 

noticed. 

 I’m not there yet. I admit it. I must 

intentionally work to cultivate an attitude of 

gratitude. I am grateful for the many gifts and 

blessings of my life, but I watch the numbers in the 

checking account. Some of that is stewardship and 

some is wanting abundance. I like to see a little extra 

to insure we can visit family in Alaska. I do trust God 

with my life. It is freeing to know whether I live or 

die tonight it’s ok. In death I’ll be with God. But I 

admit to wanting to ‘control’ certain comforts while I 

remain here. 

 At the same time, I’ve learned a wonderful 

thing since John and I first began to tithe and then 

exceed it. God truly blesses us in return. As we give, 

God gives more. As we receive more, we give more, 

and God still gives more. Not only do we feel more 

of God’s presence in our lives, but God continues to 

take the yield of our blessings and multiply them in 

wonderful ways. That is the grace of giving God 

wants for each of us. 

 The villager who received the diamond 

couldn’t rest. It meant incredible wealth. But he 

sensed he was missing something. “What I want is 

whatever you have that makes it possible for you to 

give it away so easily.” There’s something much 
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greater than stuff, status, and fame. We want the kind 

of heart the widow had. We yearn to trust God fully. 

When we don’t give out of our blessings, we miss out 

on a deeper, richer, relationship with God. 

 Do you want more of God? Cultivate a heart of 

gratitude. Recognize that giving is about being good 

stewards of the gifts from God given in trust. 

 Each year we have a Sunday when we offer 

gifts to cover the administrative costs of UMCOR, 

the relief organization that brings incredible aide all 

around the world. Our gifts make it possible for 

100% of all gifts donated for disasters and projects to 

go to the designated response.  

 Today you’ve received an invitation to give to 

the ministry of Spirit Song. I wish I could tell you 

that 100% of your giving to Spirit Song goes to 

specific ministries we support, but like UMCOR, we 

have overhead. I invite you to look at all giving to the 

church as supporting all that our church’s existence 

accomplishes. All the ways that you’ve been touched 

by the presence of this church, our worship together, 

our support of those beyond our walls, etc. is because 

we exist here, and we exist here because of the gifts 

of you all. Without this flow of giving and receiving, 

none of what makes Spirit Song such a great witness 

to God would exist.  

 Think of a few things about Spirit Song that 

have touched your life or the life of your loved ones. 

Give thanks to God for them. Think about a few 

things about Spirit Song that have touched people 

beyond our walls and give thanks to God for those. 

Spirit Song is a ministry and you are invited to give 

from the yield of your blessings to strengthen and 

grow and enhance the ministry of this church so that 

it in turn will yield more fruitfulness for God’s glory 

and in return you are blessed back as well. Isn’t that a 

beautiful cycle? 

 I invite you to pray and give thanks. When you 

are ready, fill out your estimate of giving card. I 

invite you to bring it back Sunday, the 18th or Sunday 

the 25th and place it in the offering plate as your heart 

gift back to God. These are the two Sundays on both 

sides of Thanksgiving. It makes sense for our 

estimates to bookend Thanksgiving, doesn’t it? 

 On the practical side, we need the estimates to 

better steward the funds. On the spiritual side, you 

are saying to God, “I’m trying to move from ‘it’s 

mine’ to ‘God, I give from all you’ve entrusted to 

me.’” And may you know the rich grace of God’s 

giving as you give! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we are so very grateful for your love and 

forgiveness and we want giving hearts. Help us to 

give thanks and praise to you through our generosity. 

Amen.  

 

Some ideas for this message came from a homily 

given by David G. Benner at Christ Church Cathedral 

(Victoria) Nov. 10, 2010. 


