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The Father’s Gift 

Acts 2:1-21 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Come, Lord, open our hearts to your word for us 

today. Amen. 

 

 Ok, fellow Trekkies, (that is Star Trek fans for 

those who don’t know) this is for you. Star Trek is 

credited with inspiring many inventions. 

 Do you remember the Personal Access Data 

Devices, or PADDs? Geordi Laforge punched in 

coordinates for guidance to the next star system. Other 

Starfleet personnel used this tool to watch video and 

listen to music. Sounds like our tablets of today, 

right? 

 And haven’t we enjoyed many a tale from the 

Holodeck. Characters from Star Trek: The Next 

Generation, could walk into an onboard chamber on 

the Enterprise and visit their home planet, or enjoy the 

multi-moons rise on some exotic planet, or battle a 

Klingon, with the safety protocols in place, of course. 

 Now Project Holodeck, designed by students 

from the University of Southern California, makes 

virtual reality goggles to create a fictional world. I 

tried a pair one day and visited a world of dinosaurs. 

When I looked up I saw pterodactyls flying above me. 

When I looked behind, a large dinosaur was following 

me while off to the side others were grazing. It was 

fun! It was especially fun to watch the faces of my 

grandchildren as they stepped into the virtual world.  

 The characters of the earlier Star Trek carried 

handheld communicators. In the Next Generation, 

Starfleet personnel wear communicator badges pinned 

on their uniforms. Now a company called Vocera has 

created a similar device you pin to your shirt. It is 

used mostly in hospitals to avoid constant overhead 

pages. 

 Star Trek characters spoke their commands to 

the computer. ‘Computer, set a course.’ ‘Computer, 

how far to the nearest M-class plant?’ Today we have 

Siri and Alexa. We decide we want to eat out and all I 

have to do is pull out my phone and ask where the 

nearest Red Lobster is.  And, not only will it show 

me, it will navigate me. These are baby steps 

compared with what the Star Trek computer could do, 

but, hey, when we watched the shows, we thought it 

all science fiction.  

Do you remember the universal translator? It 

decoded what aliens said in real-time! Regardless of 

home planet, we could understand the aliens and they 

could understand the Star Trek characters. Which was 

a good thing, because otherwise we’d have to read 

subtitles every time the away team beamed down to a 

planet! 

 Soon the universal translator will no longer be 

science fiction. The Pilot translating ear piece claims 
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that anyone wearing the ear piece can join in 

conversation with others regardless of the language 

each speaks. The company is only taking pre-orders 

right now. The coming Pilot will include French, 

Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and English. Addition 

languages can be purchased in the fall. However, it is 

unlikely that Klingon will be offered anytime soon. 

 Today is Pentecost! It is the celebration, fifty 

days after Easter, of Jesus sending the promised gift 

of the Father – the Holy Spirit. This isn’t science 

fiction. This is real! And with the gift comes greater 

communication and understanding. 

In Jeremiah, God’s promise is recorded this 

way, “I will put my law in their minds and write it 

on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will 

be my people.” (Jeremiah 31:33) God’s gift, the Holy 

Spirit, would guide us internally. 

In Ezekiel we read this from God, “I will give 

you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you 

a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26) The father’s gift 

would result in changed hearts and a new spirit. The 

prophet Joel made it clear that the father’s gift isn’t 

for just a few. “I will pour out my Spirit on all 

people.” (Joel 2:28) 

Jesus spoke of God’s gift. “I am going to send 

you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high.” (Luke 24:49) Paul wrote in his letter to the 

Romans what we can expect when the Holy Spirit 

comes to live in us, “The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children.” (Romans 

8:16) 

The Holy Spirit is the father’s promised gift for 

all who choose Jesus. This gift reminds us where our 

power comes from and how it is that our hearts have 

become more loving, joy-filled, and at peace. This gift 

speaks God’s guidance internally from our heart. 

Today’s scripture reading found the group of 

believers, about 120, according to Acts 1:15, hanging 

out waiting for the Father’s gift as Jesus had 

instructed. They heard the sound of a violent wind and 

saw what looked like tongues of fire that came to rest 

on each of them, and they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit. 

And the church was born. That is the beginning 

of the Christian church. Pentecost Sunday is 

considered the birthday of the church! This group of 

120 or so, gathered in a rented second floor room, 

worshiping God and waiting for the Father’s gift, are 

the church. The church is the people. “The church is 

not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church 

is not a resting place, the church is a people. I am the 

church. You are the church. We are the church 

together.” 

Sound familiar? Many of you sang the song, 

“We Are the Church,” growing up. We are the church 
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when we receive – and accept – the Father’s gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 The fifth verse of the song reads, “At 

Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit and 

told the Good News through the world to all who 

would hear it.” The Holy Spirit came upon the 120 

believers, and suddenly, the church left the building! 

(Sounds like the church serving on the water walk 

yesterday!) The early believers found themselves 

outside with all the Jewish pilgrims from “every 

nation under heaven,” and they shared the good news 

of Jesus as the Holy Spirit empowered them. And they 

did not need a universal translator! Because of the 

Holy Spirit, communication was not a problem. The 

Holy Spirit gave the believers the ability to speak in 

the languages of the people proclaiming God’s 

amazing grace in sending Jesus to bring healing and 

wholeness and forgiveness.  

 This is the church! It is a people, who filled 

with the Holy Spirit, are empowered to pour out of the 

building and boldly speak the name of Jesus trusting 

that the Holy Spirit will break down communication 

barriers and all will hear God’s message. The Holy 

Spirit replaces the need for universal translators! The 

Holy Spirit gives us the words to share the love of 

God. On that first Pentecost, about 3,000 people 

believed and were baptized.  

 Those first 120 followers of Jesus were not 

exceptional people. They were ordinary people. They 

weren’t trained in witnessing. They weren’t trained to 

be filled with the Spirit. They simply received. And 

when we receive, the Holy Spirit leads the 

communication. Barriers are removed. Relationships 

are healed. People draw together. Perceived divisions 

become less important. 

 The believers were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and suddenly they weren’t ordinary – they were 

extraordinary!  

 All the best Bible teaching and study requires 

the power of the Holy Spirit. All the best intentions of 

service and mission require the Holy Spirit. All the 

best wishes, hopes, and dreams need the power of the 

Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit enhances and enriches all 

our efforts. The church is unremarkable doing 

remarkable things in the power of the Holy Spirit! 

How does this work? 

The Holy Spirit distributes God’s gifts to each 

of us. “Now to each one the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given for the common good. To one there 

is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 

another a message of knowledge by means of the 

same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 

another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, 

to another distinguishing between spirits, to 

another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and 

to still another the interpretation of tongues. All 

these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 
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he distributes them to each one, just as he 

determines.” (1 Cor.12:7-11) This is only one of 

many lists of gifts of the Spirit. Notice, “to each one” 

the gifts are given. And why? “For the common 

good.” God gifts us for the good of all.  

And God changes our hearts, through the Spirit. 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) That is not a bad 

change, is it? As you look back on your walk with 

Christ, do you see where you’ve grown in these areas? 

If not, you might want to consider if you are growing 

in your faith or if you are stalled out. You are always 

invited to reengage and go deeper with Christ; going 

deeper into his best purposes for you! 

Every year people tell me they do not know 

what Pentecost is. Ok, I get that. It is a strange word. 

However, I become concerned when Christians tell 

me they didn’t know the gift of the Holy Spirit was 

given to them when they chose Jesus.  

Imagine walking into a dark room. You feel 

along the wall for the light switch and you flip it on in 

anticipation of light filling the room. But the only 

light that comes on is from a very small night light 

plugged in near the floor. Sadly, that is how some 

Christians live. They received Jesus and stopped right 

on the threshold to the richness of the Christian life. 

They miss out on building a relationship with Jesus. 

They miss out on the power of the Holy Spirit within 

them. They fail to realize, or exercise, their God given 

gifts for the common good.  

When we tap into the Holy Spirit, the 

floodlights should blaze on! Darkness is pushed back, 

and God’s light fills the space. And we are guided and 

empowered and strengthened and comforted and 

loved by God in His grace. 

Is your life illuminated by a nightlight or by the 

amazing light of the father’s gift – the Holy Spirit? Do 

you allow God’s power to work in and through you?  

Imagine for a moment, what your life might be 

if all that you do is empowered by God’s Spirit? 

Imagine what the church might be if all the people in 

it were empowered by God’s Spirit and barriers were 

removed? Imagine what the world might be if all 

believers tapped into the power of the Holy Spirit? 

This is the father’s gift! Will you receive? 

 

Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, for your gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Help us tap into your best purposes in all the blessings 

you pour out on us. Amen. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


