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Now when the king was settled in his 

house, and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, 

2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, 

“See now, I am living in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 

tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, 

do all that you have in mind; for the 

Lord is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the 

Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell 

my servant David: Thus says the 

Lord: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? 6 I have not lived in 

a house since the day I brought up the 

people of Israel from Egypt to this 

day, but I have been moving about in 

a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I 

have moved about among all the 

people of Israel, did I ever speak a 

word with any of the tribal leaders[a] 

of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, 

“Why have you not built me a house 

of cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you 

shall say to my servant David: Thus 

says the Lord of hosts: I took you 

from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9 and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off 

all your enemies from before you; and 

I will make for you a great name, like 

the name of the great ones of the 

earth. 10 And I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel and will plant 

them, so that they may live in their 

own place, and be disturbed no more; 

and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11 from the time 

that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel; and I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover the 

Lord declares to you that the Lord 

will make you a house. 12 When your 

days are fulfilled and you lie down 

with your ancestors, I will raise up 

your offspring after you, who shall 

come forth from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. 13 He shall 

build a house for my name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. 14 I will be a father to him, 

and he shall be a son to me.  

 

 

Where does God live? 

Kiddos, let that be the question that 

inspires your playdough and drawing 

today. Where does God live? You can 

show us your thoughts.  

 

This was the question for David and 

Nathan in our scripture passage today. 

David had some security and peace. It 

says that God let him rest from his 

enemies. He had built himself a house 

and a city for God’s people. Now, 

God needed a house, right? 

 

But first, how did we get here? 

Our scripture today follows directly 

after last week’s text where David 

danced through the streets bringing 

the arc of the covenant into the city of 

Jerusalem from Baale-Judah. He gave 
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his all for God, even if his wife, 

Michal, the daughter of Saul, disliked 

him for it. We were challenged to 

give our all for God by being kind and 

compassionate to others even if we 

were thought of as being foolish for 

doing so. 

  

Today we have a thought from King 

David that perhaps it would be good 

to build God a temple, a place more 

well-guarded for the arc of the 

covenant to be. A place of security 

and stability like, he was experiencing 

in his home.  

 

Do you have a special place that has 

special meaning to you? Kids, do you 

have a place you go when you feel 

sad or angry or upset? Or a special 

place where you keep your secrets? I 

have a special drawer next to my bed 

where I keep special cards, letters or 

notes.  

 

We set aside special places for God 

too. Churches. They are holy places 

where we can go to pray, to worship, 

to be in Christian community. We feel 

the presence of God extra special 

there. But so can the chair where we 

pray together as a family, or the table 

where we thank God for our food and 

are nourished. What are other places 

where we can meet God? 

 

Ann Lamott has this great quote. She 

says, “Churches are good for praying 

but so are garages and cars and 

mountains and showers and dance 

floors.”  

 

In 2019, my husband and I had the 

opportunity to go to Israel/Palestine. 

We went to places like The Church of 

the Beattitudes, The Church of 

Primacy of St. Peter on the shore 

where Jesus cooked them a meal of 

fish after he had died and been 

resurrected. We went to The Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre. The place 

traditionally thought to rest on where 

Jesus was crucified and the site of his 

empty tomb. These were inspiring, 

beautiful places. But I asked myself if 

I thought that God was present here 

any more than in the city proper, in 

the fruit and date stalls or in the 

streets. My answer was “no,” I did not 

think God was more present here than 

other places where people gathered. 

Although there were many people in 

the church of the holy sepulchre, and 

not very many in the church of St. 

Peter.   

 

A part of us wants stability. We do 

not want to feel like we are being 

tossed about in a storm, unable to 

make our own decisions about our 

welfare; we want to be planted so that 

we can do the best we can without 

responding to immediate needs.  

 

Two nights ago, we had a huge storm 

come through. The wind was 

incredible. We ended up getting so 

much rain too! At one point I looked 

out at my potted plants on the porch. 



At the beginning of the night, I had 

still had one left that had not dried out 

from the heat and dryness of earlier in 

the summer. But when I looked out in 

the storm, all I saw was an empty pot. 

Even though this stalwart plant had 

survived heat and dryness, it was still 

uprooted in the storm. 

  

I wonder if that was one reason David 

wanted to build a temple, so that his 

community would feel secure from 

his enemies, like they had been rooted 

and no harm would come to them 

even in a fierce storm. They were 

having a rest from their enemies, but 

if you look at David’s life and the 

lives of the Israelites, they had been 

through a lot, they had traveled years 

to arrive in this place, they had fought 

many battles to make a way to where 

they heard God calling them to be. I 

would be tired after all of that. I 

would want peace and stability.  

  

 

The time came when the people of 

Judah became arrogantly confident 

that the presence of a permanent 

temple in their city guaranteed them 

God’s permanent protection, and they 

were to learn how wrong they were, 

when as Jeremiah predicted the 

Babylonians destroyed the temple and 

the city too. God dwells with God’s 

people, wherever they may be; 

elaborate buildings do not contain 

God, though God may be pleased to 

reveal God’s presence in them, and 

they certainly never restrict God. Fine 

temples both hinder and help the 

worship of God; it all depends on the 

worshipper.   

 

God promises to build David a house. 

But in this case, it is not a building. 

The Hebrew word for house or home 

extends from physical to 

familial.  God is speaking to David 

and talking about his descendants. 

That through his children, his name 

and legacy would continue, however, 

the phrase I will build a house for you 

is reminiscent of when Jesus says, I 

go ahead of you (or before you) to 

build a house for you. He is talking 

about his death and resurrection, but it 

reminds us of the idea that we will 

join Jesus when our time has come.  It 

shows us a future with God.  

 

Where does God live? Does God live 

in a church? Sure. Does God live in 

other holy places like camps and 

chapels and hospitals? Yes. God lives 

wherever God’s people are. So where 

can we find God when we feel tossed 

around in a storm, when we want 

stability and peace? We can find God 

here (self), here (all the people), and 

out there (where God’s people 

continue to need help,)  

 

Amen.  
 


