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Today we have a scripture on the 

topic of “Being Sent.”  

It might be because I have been 

reading CS Lewis and I knew that he 

had a relationship with JR Tolkien 

who wrote Lord of the Rings, but 

when I hear the Great Commissioning 

an image that appears to me is those 

who gathered together in the 

Fellowship of the Ring. Their reasons 

for being sent out are very different.  

What do you think of when you hear 

this scripture, what other stories or 

images does it bring to you? 

This interaction with the disciples 

comes after Jesus has died on the 

cross, and after the tomb has been 

found empty. 

From the working preacher website, 

we have a revelation that Jesus uses 

the word “ALL” four times.   

“All authority” (pasa in Greek), “all 

nations” (Panta which is the same as 

pasa), observe “all Jesus’ teachings” 

(panta again), “with you all the days” 

(pasas.) “All” means- the whole 

completion. Jesus has all the 

authority. It reminds me again about 

The Lord of the Rings. One of the 

elven leaders has a chance to take the 

“one true ring that rules them all.” 

She has a moment where she 

imagines what it would be like to 

have such power and use it for cruel 

means. It was why she didn’t want the 

ring, because she knew that power 

corrupts. Jesus has All power and 

authority. What does he do with it? 

He gives it away to his disciples so 

that they can go to ALL nations. It 

means they are to go to All of them, 

the whole of them. They are to 

observe all Jesus teachings, and Jesus 

reminds the disciples he will be with 

them ALL the days.    

 

I love looking into the roots of words. 

I don’t know a lot of Greek and 

Hebrew, but I love looking at what 

our English biblical words mean in 

their original language. In Greek, 

“disciple” means student. These were 

Jesus’ students; they were not 

graduates. They were not experts or 

professionals in the faith. Yet they 

were being sent out with the authority 

of God; as Jesus spoke, he says all 

authority “has been given to me.” I 

don’t know about you, but I hesitate 

to serve sometimes. God calls each of 

us. God invites us and in turn we 

Invite others in. Jesus is Inviting the 

disciples to do something together, to 

make relationships. The Evangelism 

team was wondering about how 

people came to Spirit Song. Perhaps 

someone invited you. The disciples 

are being invited to go out, and we are 

being invited to go out and bring 

people in.  

 

In Mark, which has two possible 

endings, we also have a 

commissioning, or an invitation: 



[[And all that had been commanded 

them they told briefly to those around 

Peter. And afterward Jesus himself 

sent out through them, from east to 

west, the sacred and imperishable 

proclamation of eternal 

salvation.[b]]] 

Or in the possible, longer ending he 

sends them out with more instructions 

and details about what people can do 

who call on Jesus.  

 

In the gospel of Luke, Jesus meets 

with the disciples several times 

meetings with the risen Jesus and 

disciples including the walk to 

Emmaus. The location for me is not 

important. In one story they go to 

Galilee, in another they are told to 

stay in the city until the spirit comes 

for them. The important part is that 

they go where Jesus tells them to go.   

 

God’s plan for us naturally includes 

time of separation or exile, return, and 

then God equips us to go out and be 

sent into the world. We hope that 

Spirit Song does just that, not only on 

Sundays for worship, but daily with 

our online daily prayer, and our 

weekly newsletters, and our Bible 

studies and fellowship groups.  

 

One way that God sends us is through 

the ministries and outreach that 

touches lives in our community. We 

are getting involved with our HOA 

events, including the Halloween event 

coming up on October 29th. Carissa 

told me a story of where she found us 

at one of the events years ago. She 

met some wonderful ladies, who 

invited her to church and when she 

came, they remembered her and 

welcomed her and cared for her child 

as if she was their own. This is the 

kind of hope we have in God who 

sends us out where we are called. 

Pray for the upcoming Halloween 

event as we take pictures for little and 

bigs having fun.  

 

Being Sent is part of our stewardship 

campaign. Hopefully your prayers are 

helping to clarify how, with the 

Spirit’s wisdom, you can contribute to 

the ongoing returning and sending 

that makes Spirit Song who we are 

today, and who we’ll be tomorrow. 

 

Christianity was made for this: 

building bridges of homecoming and 

commissioning, sending and return, 

welcoming the stranger and being sent 

forth to visit the sick and imprisoned. 

Spirit Song is made for it, too, as is 

each one of us, a child of God in the 

image of God. To be clear, though: 

we are made to do this together, 

offering up our skills, our hopes, our 

ideas, our money, and our hearts to 

answer God’s call. 

 

Even though we have experienced 

separation from one another, and the 

physical part of gathering, and we are 

returning, God calls and equips us to 

do more. God sends us out into our 

communities. As we go out, we 

realize we have needs to care for our 



communities and your donations help 

us to be sent out far and wide, and 

close by to those who need it. 

We pray for those who are being 

called to go where Jesus tells them to 

go. Just as we pray for our Halloween 

event, so do we listen for other ways 

that God is calling us out. I want to 

invite the Worship Team to share with 

us one such way that God is calling us 

out.  

 

(Worship team speaks about their 

time at Spirit Song coming to an end.) 

 

God, we thank you for the many ways 

that you send us out. We are thankful 

for the work you put us to and the 

ways you equip us. As we move into 

communion remind us that your Son 

Jesus was given ALL the authority, 

and he gave it away to his disciples. 

He asked the disciples to take all that 

they had learned from him and go to 

ALL the nations. And we also 

remember his promise to be with 

them Always. May it be so for us. 

Amen.   

 

 

 


