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Seeing the Image of God 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your word for us today. If I 

write anything that is not of you, let it not be 

received. We want to hear from you, Lord. Amen. 

 

 More and more, we seem to be finding human 

qualities in nonhuman things. People speak to 

Amazon’s Alexa like it’s a real person. They ask 

Alexa to tell them the weather, to play a song, to 

give them a recipe for dinner or answer a question. 

And what do children think when we carry on 

‘conversations’ with objects? One app developer 

reports that because of Alexa, his toddler now talks 

to beverage coasters. 

 Many movies have adopted the theme of 

humans developing relationships with talking 

computer operating systems. Research shows that 

people who feel isolated are more likely to attribute 

consciousness to their gadgets. 

 There may be a risk in people becoming 

overly attached and treating objects as humans. A 

larger risk, in my thinking, is when people begin to 

see humans as objects, and as objects that satisfy 

our personal desires and agendas.  

 King David saw Bathsheba as an object of 

desire. Despite him knowing both her father and her 

husband, knowing she was married, he still focused 

on one thing, his personal gratification. 

 Verse one states it was the time that “kings go 

out to battle.” But David stayed home in comfort 

while his captain Joab, along with his officers, led 

the army against the Ammonites. In his leisure, 

David took a stroll on the roof of his house, and 

from this vantage point, saw a beautiful woman 

taking a bath. 

 The Bible is messy. David goes down in 

history as a great king and as a man after God’s own 

heart. But, even David, had his failings – big 

failings. Scholars will tell you that stories like this 

actually authenticate the Bible. If you wanted to 

make up a religion, wouldn’t you clean up the 

characters? Wouldn’t you make sure they held 

themselves to the highest standards? If you wanted 

to sell someone on a religion, wouldn’t you remove 

the messy parts? The Bible includes it all. And all 

scripture can encourage and/or admonish us as it 

molds and shapes our faith journey. 

 Messy stories give us hope. As we read about 

those who fail and get back on track, it encourages 

us that we can get back on track too. As we read 

about characters who had many flaws and 

weaknesses and see how God worked through them 

mightily, it encourages us that God can and will 

work through even us. 

 David desired Bathsheba and sent a 

messenger to learn who she was. The report 
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revealed she had a name, as did her father and her 

husband. She was a real flesh-and-blood person 

with family that David was connected with. And, 

she was clearly off limits. But David sees her as an 

object to satisfy his desire. As easily as he might 

have said, “Alexa, send me that woman,” David sent 

a messenger to bring her, and he beds her and sends 

her away. We can throw out our objects. 

 Later, Bathsheba sent word that she was 

pregnant. She was no longer an object. She was 

clearly a human being and, in addition, a new life 

through the miracle of conception grew within her. 

 You might be surprised by his next steps, but 

David had a lot to protect. The Jewish law 

prescribed the death penalty for both Bathsheba and 

David. Now, instead of satisfying his desire, David 

needed to satisfy his agenda and he continued to 

treat people as objects.  

 King David sent for Bathsheba’s husband, 

Uriah, to come home and tried to first convince him 

and then to trick him into going home to his wife, so 

the child could be considered his. However, Uriah 

was a man of great integrity and loyalty. “Uriah 

said to David, ‘The ark and Israel and Judah are 

staying in tents, and my commander Joab and 

my lord’s men are camped in the open country. 

How could I go to my house to eat and drink and 

make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I 

will not do such a thing!’” (2 Samuel 11:11) 

 Uriah would deny himself pleasure. It was the 

practice for the fighting men to abstain during a 

campaign. In addition, his statement reveals him 

placing service first, unlike his king who remained 

in Jerusalem instead of going into the field as kings 

did. In addition, the Ark of the Covenant was in the 

field, not in the temple, probably for the purposes of 

seeking worship and guidance in the war. To the 

people, God was where the Ark was.  

 I believe this is symbolic of David’s situation. 

He was symbolically away from God. He was 

spiritually away from God. And when we fall away 

from God, we are more vulnerable to temptation. 

 Uriah was not going to serve David’s agenda 

of covering his poor choice. And, as an object, 

Uriah was thrown away. King David orchestrated 

his death. Now David could marry Bathsheba and 

cover up the whole mess. 

 It is disturbing what we’ll do to cover up our 

errors. Worse is that our errors come to light 

anyway! And certainly, we can’t hide anything from 

God. There are consequences, both worldly and 

spiritually, for the wrongs we commit. In chapter 

12, God sent the prophet Nathan to rebuke David. 

“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 

you from the hand of Saul. I gave your master’s 

house to you, and your master’s wives into your 

arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all 

this had been too little, I would have given you 
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even more. Why did you despise the word of the 

LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You 

struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword 

and took his wife to be your own. You killed him 

with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, 

therefore, the sword will never depart from your 

house, because you despised me and took the wife 

of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’” (2 Samuel 

12:7-10) 

 David, chosen by God to be king and blessed 

in so many ways, “despised the word of the 

Lord.” And God said he would have done even 

more for David. David broke at least four 

commandments. He murdered, committed adultery, 

bore false witness, and coveted. I think you could 

say he broke the first commandment when he 

elevated both his personal desire and agenda above 

honoring God. 

 This story is a chilling warning to us. We 

cannot treat people like throw away objects. Read 

the news and you’ll see sexual misconduct from 

people in high positions and you’ll read of murders 

that show no value for human life. 

But before we climb on our righteous horses 

and cast stones, objectifying people comes in many 

forms. Maybe we have not committed adultery or 

murder, but how well do we treat people? It is far 

too easy to view someone as a stepping-stone for 

our own agenda, or simply not truly see them. We 

befriend a professional and expect free service and 

advice. We build a connection with a co-worker to 

advance our position or agenda. We seek out a 

wealthy friendship to receive expensive gifts. We 

treat restaurant wait staff like servants and fail to 

speak nicely or even say thank you.  

At the Aldersgate conference I just attended, 

we talked about really seeing people, not just 

brushing past them. Do we remember that all people 

are made in the image of God? Do we act like that? 

Following the conference, both John and I were 

practicing raising our awareness of people as people 

and not as obstacles or objects. 

As I entered a women’s restroom at the 

airport, there was a long line. The woman who’s 

cleaning had been interrupted chose to serve. She 

welcomed each woman and she positioned herself 

where she could see the stalls empty and she 

cheerfully directed women to them. 

I was near the end of the line, so when I came 

out to wash my hands, I saw her bent over the 

counter, leaning on her arms, and I realized she 

probably suffered back pain. I walked up, placed my 

hand on her lower back and prayed aloud, “Lord, 

protect and strengthen this back.” 

She lit up like a flower blooming and thanked 

me and, I said, no, thank you for helping all of us. 

As I rejoined John, he shared his little 

encounter. A mom with an infant and small children 

was trying to gather up the baby and their 

belongings after lunch and trying to bus her table as 
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well. A woman with a broom came over quickly and 

told her, “That’s ok, honey. I’ll get that trash. You 

just take care of your family.” After the family left, 

John went to the cleaning woman and thanked her 

for what she did. She asked what she’d done and 

when John told her he’d observed her with the 

family, she was still surprised. To her, it was her job 

to clean the table. John told her she’d blessed that 

mom and he gave her a blessing. 

I wonder how often anyone ‘sees’ those 

women. How often are they spoken to outside of a 

complaint or a demand? I pray they felt humanized 

that day. 

Let’s not cast stones at those named in the 

media. Their actions are wrong and they’ll pay the 

consequences. Let’s instead use those reports as 

prompts to examine our own actions. Where are we 

treating people as objects? Do we see and respect 

people around us? People are made in the image of 

God. Let’s respect them as daughters, wives, sons, 

husbands, mothers, fathers, and loyal workers. Let’s 

remember Jesus’ command to love one another.  

Use Alexa for directions or to search for a 

restaurant, but don’t use objects as people. And, 

don’t let those objects begin to consume you to 

where you interact with them more than your family 

and friends. That, too, dehumanizes people. Objects 

should never pull you away from the humans 

around you. Maybe if we looked up more from our 

hand-held devices, and removed our ear buds, we’d 

learn to see and value the humans around us again. 

If you’ve felt convicted concerning your 

behavior toward people, take heart. We have an 

amazing forgiving God. David repented. He 

authored many of the Psalms as he sought to go 

deeper with God again. He still dealt with the 

consequences. And God restored their relationship 

and worked through David. God will do the same 

for us. Turn back to him. Repent. Choose to 

evaluate and modify as needed your view and 

treatment of people. 

As we grow as disciples, it is our goal to love 

people as Christ loves them. Remember, Christ first 

loved us, even while we sin, and he loves all others 

in the same way. I don’t know about you, but I have 

not reached perfection. I am grateful for his love 

and forgiveness and his willingness to work through 

even me. May I love others as Christ loves me. May 

you love others as Christ loves you. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you for scripture that reminds us to 

evaluate our walk with you. Show us our mistakes 

that we may repent and walk more faithfully. Thank 

you for working through us, even when we fail. 

Amen. 

 

  


