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Many of you are acquainted with this 

story. Named the “Prodigal Son” or 

the “Lost Son,” it is a story of a young 

son who asks for his father’s 

inheritance before his father’s death to 

go and make something of himself. 

He goes and wastes it on selfish 

pleasures instead. (Life can be hard, 

friends.) He comes to a realization 

that his father treats even the people 

hired to work on his father’s property 

better than the situation he finds 

himself in and returns humbly to ask 

to be treated like a worker in his 

father’s home. His father rejoices at 

his return and celebrates with him. 

There is also an older brother who 

stays with the father and seemingly 

resents the way the father treats the 

younger son who left with his money 

and came back empty handed.  

 

Interpreting parables: the magic of 

parables is that they mean different 

things to different people, and they 

mean different things to people in 

different times of their lives.   

It is likely that you will not read this 

parable the same way now as you 

have in the past nor will in the future.  

Amy Jill-Levine tells us that 

“Parables are not restricted to those 

found in what the church calls the Old 

Testament and the synagogue and the 

Tanakh. They would have been told at 

home in the evening after dinner or in 

the workshops and the fields and the 

synagogues. Stories are a part of 

culture and parables are a major part 

of Jewish culture.” It reminds me of 

the fables we learn as we grow up like 

The Three Little Pigs, Humpty 

Dumpty, Little Red Riding Hood, 

etc.   

 

Where we come into the story 

matters. We come in at verse 17 and 

stay only until 24.  

 

One interpretation is that the young 

son has sinned by focusing his 

attention more on his own well-being 

than the well-being of his community. 

He has been self-serving instead of 

community serving. Another 

interpretation focuses on the role of 

father welcoming in sinners, like 

Jesus sat and ate with tax-collectors.  

 

We would have to dig into the idea of 

sinner as thought of by the readers of 

these texts. Sinners were tax 

collectors who worked for Rome and 

were seemingly traitors to the Jewish 

people. Sinners were not those who 

broke the religious laws, those were 

everyone. “Sinners are not ‘outcasts;’ 

they are not cast out of synagogues or 

out of the Jerusalem Temple. To the 

contrary they are welcome in such 

places since such places encourage 

repentance. The Gospels generally 

present sinners as wealthy people who 

have not attended to the poor. Thus, in 

a first century context, sinners like tax 

collectors are individuals who have 



removed themselves from the 

common welfare, who look to 

themselves instead of to the 

community.”  

 

This is not a story of lost keys. It is 

not even a story of a lost sheep or a 

lost coin, which are the parables that 

have led up to this one in the gospel 

of Luke. It is about a lost son. It is 

about a broken relationship. It makes 

me feel like the father of the story 

cannot move past the fact that his son 

is gone, that there is a missing place 

setting at the table, there is a hole in 

his heart where he longs for his son to 

be.  

 

This story, especially where we come 

in and end is about return. 

Homecoming. Celebration. 

 

The key is verse 24 for us today. “My 

son was lost and has been found, he 

was dead and now he is alive.” 

It is about the Kingdom of God. It is 

about restoration. We are both the 

young son and the father. In the now 

we have opportunity to be the father, 

to welcome all into community and 

relationship no matter their journey 

that has led to their return. And as the 

son we are welcomed back into 

relationship with God anytime we feel 

separate from God. And in our final 

days we will be welcomed back to 

God as well. Not because of what we 

did, but because God desires for all 

God’s children to return.  

 

There is a story my husband and I tell 

of God’s role in our meeting that we 

have said so many times that my 

daughter and son retold it to us on our 

way home from a gathering with 

friends last night. It goes like this: 

  

My husband and I both attended the 

University of Arizona at the same 

time, but we never met over the 2 

years that we were studying at the 

same time. My husband was a leader 

in the Lutheran Campus Ministries; I 

was a leader in the United Methodist 

Campus Ministries and both 

ministries met with the Presbyterian 

and Episcopal ministries in the same 

building. Neither of us recall meeting 

one another there. 

  

We even (as we later learned) lived in 

the same apartment complex, right 

next door to one another, with only a 

wall between us. And we never met. 

Finally, we both decided to work for 

Lutheran Camps and Retreats in 

California, and we met. And when we 

finally decided to date, we were 2 of 8 

post college staff living on camp 

property.  

 

God had to bring us closer and closer 

together until we were able to get to 

know one another and see the value of 

each other in one another’s lives.  

 

We are taken from a story, as 

important and meaningful as it is in its 

own right, a story from 1 out of one 

hundred sheep, to a story of a woman 



with 10 silver coins who loses one...to 

a story of a man who has 2 sons and 

loses one.  

 

We go from the silly idea and hard to 

imagine thought of a shepherd with 

one hundred sheep who goes out to 

find one, who would leave 99 to go 

after the one to another story of losing 

something valuable, but not as 

valuable if it were one of two coins to 

losing one son out of two. We also 

move from the idea of losing sheep - a 

way to earn money when you sell 

them to losing actual money- to losing 

something whose value goes beyond 

money.  

 

Really the series of parables, and our 

scripture today points to us that 

people are more valuable than all 

other lost things. We are brought 

closer and closer to restored 

relationship through the alignment of 

the stories. 

 

The idea of return, welcome and 

celebration is the main point of our 

scripture today. It means every time 

we gather, we can rejoice that once 

again God has brought us from our 

homes, our communities, our work 

into relationship with God and with 

one another.  

 

I had never heard Steven Furtick 

speak before this week. He is an 

online evangelist. I happened to come 

across a message he gave about 

financial giving. He said something 

about God doesn’t need your money. 

Basically, when church people tell 

you ”you are giving back to God,” 

God doesn’t need your money. God 

wants your heart. I can appreciate that 

thought. God doesn’t need our 

money. God does want us to give all 

of ourselves to God however…our 

heart, our mind, our soul...and I 

believe how we spend our money is a 

reflection of us.  

 

When we help churches or non-profit 

organizations plan ahead by pledging 

or donating, we are giving back to 

God, and we are giving God a sign 

that we want God to have all of who 

we are. There is nothing we would 

hold back from God.  

 

In this season of celebration at the 

return to in-person worship, the return 

of winter residents, the reminder that 

we are always returning to God, we 

can show God we celebrate God’s 

presence in our lives. We celebrate 

with our communities, we celebrate 

the future, a future filled with hope. 

We can celebrate by looking ahead 

with eyes and hearts that do not want 

to spend all that we have solely on 

ourselves but want to share it with our 

communities.  

 

I thought I would have stewardship 

cards ready by today. However, I 

want to be completely transparent 

with you on our church goals for 

2022, and the LAT and I are working 

hard on that, but we want to make 



sure we can easily communicate it 

with you. So, they will be available 

next week. The idea is that you will 

have a month to reflect on your 2022 

finances, reflect on what God is 

asking you to do with your money and 

reflect on how you want to express to 

God that God has all of you. Then we 

will return the cards in about a month 

so that we can finalize our priorities 

as a church for next year.  

 

Ultimately, giving is an act of 

celebration. It is a celebration that 

God works in our lives bringing us 

closer to one another and closer to 

God. It is a celebration of return, or 

knowing that when we feel loss, we 

have the promise of return. It is the 

celebration that when we feel lost, 

God retrieves us. Let us go into this 

week celebrating. Find ways to 

celebrate what God is doing in your 

life.  


