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Quality Fruit 

John 15:1-8 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you. Speak to us this morning. If 

I’ve written anything not of you, let it not be 

received. Let it be your message each receives. 

Amen. 

 

 In a comedy called, Keeping Up Appearances, 

a character named Hyacinth has just one concern in 

life. Her concern is to maintain the illusion that she is 

well-bred and belongs with the upper crust of British 

society. 

 When a friend drives Hyacinth to her sister’s 

house, she instructs her friend to park the car in front 

of a beautiful rich house. While her friend waits for 

her in the car, Hyacinth runs up to the door. Glancing 

back to make sure her friend is not watching, she 

ducks around the side of the house and climbs over a 

six-foot brick wall and walks up to the back of her 

sister’s rundown tenement building. 

 Hyacinth is keeping up an appearance, a false 

front. She is more concerned about appearances and 

outward show than an honest relationship with her 

friend. 

 Sometimes Christians are more concerned 

about appearances and show then about their heart 

connection with Jesus and with what Jesus plans for 

them. 

 Jesus used the image of the grapevine in 

today’s reading. It is a metaphor for the relationship 

between God and his people. In Isaiah 5, Israel is 

described as the vineyard of the Lord. Jesus took this 

image and applied it to his relationship with his 

disciples. This includes you and me if we claim Jesus 

is our Lord and Savior. 

 We need to understand a little about vineyards 

and canopy management. Vines left to themselves 

sprawl out all over the place and soon you have 

runaway growth. The canopy grows more and more 

shoots, leaves and branches. It may look beautiful, 

but if not controlled, the vine won’t bear good fruit. 

 We live in a world that tells us more is better. 

It seems counter-intuitive to cut back the canopy. All 

the greenery and branches make us think that it is 

healthy and will produce more abundantly. Just as 

Hyacinth was more interested in show, sometimes we 

Christians fall into the ‘more is better’ trap. Our lives 

become focused on appearance, stuff, and status. 

However, Jesus is interested in fruit – excellent fruit. 

 Showy appearances don’t produce good fruit. 

Grapes from vines suffering canopy overgrowth taste 

oniony or bitter or sour. More is not better. Canopy 

control is necessary for vineyards - and for our lives. 

 Sometimes as individuals, and as the church, 

we become overgrown with extras that may look 

attractive, but in reality get in the way. We are 

consumed with having our own needs met, having the 

newest and the best, and being the biggest. We lose 
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sight of our individual responsibilities. We want the 

church to provide it all. We get bogged down with 

rules and rituals until our focus is on how the 

congregation should dress, what kind of music or 

liturgy we should use, what time the service should 

be, how long it should run, how many songs we 

should sing, and what to do about children… The 

church canopy can be very very heavy. 

 As individuals we fall into the same trap. We 

bog down in clothing styles, if we should take a 

hostess gift of not, how much to tip, and how to fit 

into a particular group. And then there are the things 

we all know are more serious. Those things we know 

Jesus does not approve of. The thick canopy of our 

behaviors, actions and inaction can hide any fruit we 

might have produced. 

 People around us have their eyes on believers. 

They are searching for truth, for a sense of meaning 

in their lives. We hold the good news of Jesus and 

forgiveness and salvation. We have the fruit to offer. 

Sadly, we tend to hide it under overgrown canopies. 

We put on shows of righteousness to cover our faults 

or keep ourselves busy with nonessentials to avoid 

sharing the fruit of the good news. Jesus called that 

hiding our light under a basket. Today, I’m calling it 

hiding our light under an overburdened canopy. 

 The world needs our light. This is why we 

talked about seed planting last week. We need to 

reveal we are people of faith. And we need to drop 

seeds about why we have comfort and peace even in 

the middle of the struggles. People need the real fruit. 

 To accomplish our fruit bearing, we need to 

remain connected to Jesus and his teaching, “Remain 

in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear 

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither 

can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” (John 

15:4) The awesome thing is, we don’t work alone! 

Praise God! 

People don’t need our false fronts. They don’t 

need our tight-lipped refusal to share about Jesus. 

They don’t need our embarrassment about speaking 

the name of Jesus in public. They don’t need our 

churches giving options for activities but failing to 

give them Jesus. They don’t need busyness that 

avoids seeking the truth of Jesus. 

 We hear a lot about ‘church growth.’ However, 

our purpose is not to build a people magnet and draw 

crowds together who have no idea why they are 

together or what their purpose is. Our purpose is the 

make disciples of Jesus in all the world. We want to 

offer quality fruit for God’s Kingdom. And, by the 

way, that attracks! 

 Perhaps instead of speaking about ‘church 

growth,’ we should focus on developing ‘church 

fruit.’ Both as followers of Jesus, and as the church 

body, we need to regularly evaluate our canopy and 

remove anything that inhibits true fruit for the 

betterment of the Kingdom. 
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 The question is not if we are growing numbers. 

The concern is, what are we growing? Are we 

growing quality fruit that helps improve the world? 

Are we growing true disciples who bear good fruit 

for the good of others? Or, are we buried under 

church programs and rules and rituals and theological 

differences? 

 At his School of Pastoral Nurture, Pastor Jack 

Hayford talks with Christian leaders who feel 

discouraged by the challenges of ‘church growth.’ He 

sees many compare their church sizes to the 

megachurches. Hayford encourages pastors to ask 

instead, “Am I growing big people?” 

 Genuine fruitful ministries can be found in all 

sizes of churches. Each needs to identify if kingdom 

messages are communicated through their 

evangelism and discipleship building. –“Great 

expectations,” Current Thoughts & Trends, October, 

2002, 15. 

 God established the church to help both 

individuals and the church body produce together 

good fruit for the glory of God so all can hear about 

the forgiveness and righteousness of Jesus. Are we as 

individuals doing our part in promoting God’s best in 

the world? Are we as the church producing that kind 

of quality fruit? 

We don’t need to wait for God to do the 

canopy trimming. We know the Holy Spirit nudges 

us to make needed changes. Let’s stop resisting. If we 

don’t trim the clutter, God will. “He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it 

will be even more fruitful.” (John 15:2) By the way, 

the word translated ‘prunes’ can also be translated 

‘cleans.’ This helps us understand the next verse, 

“You are already clean because of the word I have 

spoken to you.” (John 15:3) Through Christ, God 

cleanses us of all that prevents us from growing into 

the person God created each of us to be. 

It is important that we not confuse ‘pruning’ 

with ‘discipline.’ There is evil in this world and we 

fall victim to it. That is not the same as God 

disciplining us. God is often blamed for every bad 

thing that happens. We fail to recognize the evil that 

exists in the world and we fail to recognize that the 

world is not as God created it. It is fallen, and the 

fallen aspects cause us challenges that are far 

different from pruning. In fact, those types of 

challenges tend to add to the canopy. 

God can and does and will work in and through 

those situations to bring about good for those who 

believe in him. But it doesn’t mean God caused all 

the tough stuff. 

However, God does ‘clean’ us. God prompts 

and leads so that we feel convicted of the need to 

change certain habits and practices that interfere with 

his best purposes in our lives. Just as the keeper of 

the vineyard picks up the fallen branches that have 

dropped into the mud, cleans them off, and hangs 

them back up, God picks us up, washes us clean, and 
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lifts us up where the sun and the Son can heal our 

health and our soul sickness.  

 Our canopy needs enough shoots, leaves and 

branches to support the healthy fruit. God knows just 

the right balance. Jesus came that we might have 

abundant life. This is a life under God’s direction, a 

life that produces the fruit of the Spirit. 

 If we disconnect from God, we begin to wither 

and dry up and produce nothing Kingdom worthy. 

We begin to turn to the worldly stuff of distraction 

trying to medicate our emptiness with every new fad. 

I don’t want this. I want the abundant life Jesus 

taught. I want to be connected to the source of rich 

nutrition! 

 It is important to ask ourselves, “What 

behaviors keep me from producing good fruit?” And, 

while we are at it, we need to ask, “What activities, 

attitudes, or clutter keeps our church from producing 

good fruit?”  
  Jesus taught, “If you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and 

it will be done for you.” (John 15:7) Sadly, this 

verse is often taken out of context and misused. It 

does not mean Christians will have all the riches and 

wealth they want because they ask.  

This verse is about remaining connected to 

Jesus as the source of nutrition and guidance and 

wisdom to produce good fruit. Planting ourselves in a 

local body of believers is a key component to 

sustainable faith. When we remain connected to 

Christ, his words, not our own thoughts, his words, 

remain in us! We value his teaching. With this 

connection, we ask God for the gifts and graces to 

accomplish his plan in our lives. And in that we 

experience the production of quality fruit for God’s 

glory! “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples.” (John 15:8) That is the abundance Jesus 

taught! 

We each need to ask ourselves, “What good 

fruit am I producing for God’s best purposes?” And, 

“What good fruit is our church producing for God’s 

best purposes?” It takes fruitful Christians to create 

fruitful churches contributing to God’s best! 

May we each put aside false appearances and 

lighten our canopies. May we connect deeply with 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus, and contribute to the 

glory of God’s Kingdom! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, help us to discern and release those things 

we’ve added to our lives that over load our canopies 

and keep us from producing good fruit for your glory. 

Amen 


