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Hello, I’m the Reverend Jamie 

Booth.  I’m the Director of the 

Wesley Foundation at Arizona State 

University.  This is the United 

Methodist Campus Ministry at 

ASU.  In our conference, we also 

have campus ministries in Tucson, 

Flagstaff, and Las Vegas.   

 

At the outset, I want to take a moment 

to thank you for this opportunity to 

share about campus ministry with 

you. One of my great joys as a pastor 

is to be able to witness what God is 

doing in and through our ministries 

and share it. It is my hope that you 

will be blessed by hearing ministries 

that are going.  

 

With that introduction, I’d like to read 

today’s Scripture: This is John 6:1-

15.  

 

Feeding of the five thousand 

6 After this Jesus went across the 

Galilee Sea (that is, the Tiberias Sea). 

2 A large crowd followed him, 

because they had seen the miraculous 

signs he had done among the sick. 3 

Jesus went up a mountain and sat 

there with his disciples. 4 It was 

nearly time for Passover, the Jewish 

festival. 

5 Jesus looked up and saw the large 

crowd coming toward him. He asked 

Philip, “Where will we buy food to 

feed these people?” 6 Jesus said this 

to test him, for he already knew what 

he was going to do. 

7 Philip replied, “More than a half 

year’s salary worth of food wouldn’t 

be enough for each person to have 

even a little bit.” 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother, said, 9 “A youth here 

has five barley loaves and two fish. 

But what good is that for a crowd like 

this?” 

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit 

down.” There was plenty of grass 

there. They sat down, about five 

thousand of them. 11 Then Jesus took 

the bread. When he had given thanks, 

he distributed it to those who were 

sitting there. He did the same with the 

fish, each getting as much as they 

wanted. 12 When they had plenty to 

eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather 

up the leftover pieces, so that nothing 

will be wasted.” 13 So they gathered 

them and filled twelve baskets with 

the pieces of the five barley loaves 

that had been left over by those who 

had eaten. 

14 When the people saw that he had 

done a miraculous sign, they said, 

“This is truly the prophet who is 

coming into the world.” 15 Jesus 

understood that they were about to 

come and force him to be their king, 

so he took refuge again, alone on a 

mountain. 

 

This is the Word of God for the 

People of God.  Thanks be to God.   



As a new campus pastor, I had grand 

plans of reaching out to ASU students 

through social media.  My 

administrative assistant told me that I 

was going about it all wrong and that 

I needed to plaster our campus with 

paper flyers advertising free dinner.   

I told her young people didn’t look at 

paper flyers.  I also knew that I’d have 

the job of picking them up at the end 

of the day. 

   

Despite my hesitance, she was sure 

this would work. She was so sure that 

she offered to design, print, hang the 

flyers. She also volunteered to pick 

them up after the meal was 

over. Since she was doing all the 

work, I reluctantly agreed.  Those 

paper signs were far more effective 

than I ever imagined! 

 

 

The United Methodist Men’s group at 

Tempe First has a tradition of grilling 

food for our students at the beginning 

of the year.  They asked me how 

many students to expect.  Being new, 

I would have been happy with a 

handful of students.  I believe I told 

him 10.  In his wisdom, the leader of 

the men’s group doubled or tripled the 

amount of food.  Yet, none of us were 

prepared for the number of students 

who showed up that evening. Thirty 

students showed up that 

evening. Somehow, by the grace of 

God, we had enough food to feed all 

of the students who came.  We 

remained at about that number for the 

school year. 

 

When COVID hit, we move our 

gatherings online and continued our 

ministry.  

 

We’re a pretty diverse group.  Our 

students are from Zimbabwe, 

Singapore, Ghana, India, and China. 

We also have students from various 

states and some who are local.  Some 

of us are Methodist, some of us are 

Christian, some of us are from other 

religious backgrounds and some of us 

have no religious background.  One of 

my favorite doctrines of the United 

Methodist Church is that we practice 

an open table.  Jesus didn’t follow the 

social rules of his day when he fed the 

multitudes.  He didn’t question who 

should eat with whom.  He didn’t 

require all of the ritual washing rituals 

found in the Old Testament.  He 

simply told them to sit down and eat.   

 

This is the kind of hospitality we 

practice as a campus ministry. 

This semester we will be gathering for 

lunches on Tuesdays.  We are a place 

that builds bridges from different 

walks of life.   

 

The students support each other 

through the difficulties of the college 

experience and also celebrate with 

one another.  Likewise, we are also a 

place where students with diverse 

beliefs can voice those beliefs in a 

safe place and be in dialogue with 



others.  Students are learning about 

the basics of their faith. 

  

We have four Gospels - Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John.  These are four 

accounts of the life of Jesus.  The 

feeding of the multitudes is the only 

miracle included in all four 

Gospels.  A large crowd was 

following Jesus.  They were 

mesmerized by his teaching and his 

miracles.  Jesus sees that the crowds 

are hungry, and he has compassion on 

them.  Like a good rabbi, he had 

already done his duty by teaching 

them.  In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 

the disciples tell Jesus to send the 

crowds away so that they can get 

something to eat.   

 

Jesus clearly isn’t satisfied with this 

answer.  He not only cares for their 

souls by teaching them, but also 

nourished their bodies by feeding 

them.  Jesus not only cares for their 

souls but cares for the entirety of their 

person.  When Jesus said no to that 

idea, then they tried to convince Him 

that it was impossible.  

 

Jesus asks Philip how they’re going to 

buy bread.  Phillip, it seems, is there 

counting the disciples’ money trying 

to figure out a solution.  They don’t 

have enough money to buy food, nor 

is there a place close enough to buy 

that amount of food. 

 

In Mark’s gospel it is written that 

Jesus told them point blank for the 

disciples to feed them. But even then, 

they didn’t get what Jesus was getting 

after. 

Do you honestly think that the 

disciples went out to that deserted 

place without any food?  That’s like 

going camping and not bringing any 

provisions with you.   

 

I believe they had their own supplies 

sufficient for themselves but instead 

of having compassion on the crowds 

and having a generous spirit, they 

were more concerned for themselves. 

 

Andrew finds a boy with five loaves 

and two fish.  Rather than holding 

onto what he has, he offers it to the 

community. In the innocence of a 

child, the young boy has the same 

compassion on the people as Jesus 

and gave what he had to help others. 

How refreshing that is compared to 

the disciples! 

 

 Jesus blessed the food and distributed 

it to those who had 

gathered. Everyone had enough to eat 

and there were leftovers! 

 

I do not know how this miracle 

happened.  I do not know how five 

loaves and two fish became a feast for 

5,000 people. Did they increase in 

number just as Jesus was handing 

them out, or more likely as they were 

being passed around? The accounts of 

the Gospels do not tell us these 

specifics, but they certainly tell us that 

this was a miracle.  



 

 However, I’ve heard that perhaps the 

miracle was people who had packed a 

lunch took what they had and offered 

it to those around them who did not 

have a lunch.  Like the young boy, 

people took what they had and shared. 

I think that we, as the Church, are 

guilty of living out of a scarcity 

mentality.  We believe that there isn’t 

enough to go around so we hold onto 

what we have.  We think that one day 

we won’t have enough so we hoard 

what we have instead of using it for 

the kingdom.  Yet, I think the 

Kingdom of God is a kingdom of 

abundance.  When trust God and give 

what we have, we recognize that God 

is faithful in meeting our needs.   

 

Like the crowds, our students are 

hungry.  They’re hungry for Jesus’ 

teaching about love and grace in an 

academic world that can sometimes 

be cut-throat.  However, many of 

them are a long way away from home 

and are also hungry for 

community.  They miss their people, 

and the church becomes their 

people.  They’re also physically 

hungry.  National studies consistently 

find that 40% of students at four-year 

universities don’t have enough food to 

make it through the month.   

 

The Tempe campus has 72,000 on 

campus students this year.  If this 

statistic holds true, 28,000 students 

run out of money to buy food before 

the month is over.  I frequently see 

students who skip meals.  Or students 

who were deciding between paying 

the electric bill in their apartment or 

buying food.  Students took all the 

leftovers from out meals home so they 

had food during the week.  Just like 

Jesus loved on the hungry crowd and 

compassion on them, I believe that 

Jesus looks upon our hungry students 

and has compassion on them as well.   

Due to that belief, I was praying for 

ways to help meet this need in the 

University Community.  I knew that 

our campus ministry didn’t have the 

resources we needed to meet the 

needs of an entire campus the size of 

ASU.  I, like the disciples, saw the 

need but wasn’t sure how to meet the 

need.  I knew we would need to 

partner with other organizations doing 

this work.  Together we could make a 

greater impact.     

 

God indeed answered my prayer.  By 

accident I met the faculty advisor for 

Pitchfork Pantry.  Pitchfork Pantry is 

a student group whose mission is to 

feed hungry students on all of ASU’s 

campuses.  Their faculty advisor 

shared with me that they were looking 

for a location to have pop up events to 

distribute their food.  Likewise, she 

shared that local food banks were 

providing food for students. However, 

she had no place to store the food.   

After that conversation, I asked some 

of the Tempe First leaders to show up 

and witness one of their food 

distribution events.  I can’t quite 

describe the feeling of seeing 250 



students waiting for food.  Some of 

these students also had young children 

with them. 

Moved by what they saw, Tempe First 

leadership agreed to host these food 

distribution events in Tempe First’s 

parking lot and allow Pitchfork space 

to store their food.  I began thinking 

about what it would look like to take 

this partnership to the next level.  I 

realized that students who don’t have 

food also don’t have basic hygiene 

items.  If you’re short on money, you 

quit buying soap before you quit 

buying food.  Can you imagine trying 

to go to class knowing you don’t truly 

feel clean?  Can you imagine what a 

confidence booster to be able to feel 

clean when going to an 

internship?  Even these essentials 

make a huge difference in the way our 

students are able to learn and function 

socially. 

 

Once again, I had the God-given 

vision of what the ministry could be 

but where was I going to get the 

toiletries to make this happen.  Not 

long after, I was introduced to a 

Bishop at the Mormon Church. On the 

Mesa Tempe Border, the Mormon 

Church has a Bishop’s warehouse that 

provides food and toiletries.  The 

Mormon church was happy to provide 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, 

laundry and dish detergent, shaving 

cream, feminine hygiene items, 

deodorant, etc.  And they were happy 

to provide it in whatever quantities I 

needed.  Once again, instead of 

holding onto what they had, the 

community of faith was happy to 

provide what they had in order to 

ensure everyone’s needs were met.   

Therefore, every other Saturday 

approximately 130 students will now 

be able to receive food and hygiene 

items in the Tempe First Parking lot.   

It takes everyone giving what they 

have to make this kind of ministry 

possible.   

 

How might you share what you have 

today so that everyone has enough?  
 
 


