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Power in Weakness 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, help us to understand your ways and your 

extreme love for us. If I’ve written anything that is not 

of you, let it not be received. May each ‘hear’ your 

message for them. Amen. 

 

 God wants each of us to be able to stand before 

him forgiven and made whole, but we can’t do it on our 

own. No one has ever been able to consistently choose 

and follow rightness. We slip up. We fail. We try again 

and slip up again. We want to do well. We want to 

choose right over wrong. We want to help others and 

we so wish we truly wanted to help others more than 

satisfy our own desires. 

 So, God made a plan, a plan that would make it 

possible for each of us to stand before him covered in 

righteousness. But, before we look at God’s plan, 

suppose for a moment that you are omnipotent. You 

can do and accomplish anything. How would you make 

all humans right before God? 

 One easy solution would be to divinely altar the 

person, like waving a magic wand over each one and 

they are restored and whole and perfect in all of their 

ways. Could God do that? Yes. But, he doesn’t. 

 Another solution might be to mind wipe 

everyone. Erase every negative thought and inclination 

to disobedience from each human being. Could God do 

that? Yes. But, he doesn’t. 

 Perhaps God could just remove the whole 

‘penalty for sin’ thing, do away with the death part, or 

simply proclaim that nothing is a sin. Could God do 

that? Yes. But, he doesn’t. 

 You see, God designed each of us to be in 

relationship with him. It’s God’s desire that we will 

choose to follow his good ways, will develop a 

relationship with him, worship him, and find joy and 

fulfillment using the gifts he’s given us and joy in 

following the perfect plan he designed for us. None of 

our solutions fit with God’s design. 

 God doesn’t ‘magic wand’ away our failings 

because he’s given us the gift of choice. We can be his, 

and follow his ways, or not, according to our choice. 

God knows that forcing us isn’t an invitation to a 

loving relationship. He isn’t looking for bobble head 

disciples. 

 God doesn’t mind wipe us either. What kind of 

relationship can God have with mind wiped beings who 

can no longer think for themselves? What is a 

relationship without the ability to recognize and choose 

the good and the pure and enjoy God? 

 God also doesn’t say that nothing is a sin, 

because without righteous outlines and guidance, chaos 

would prevail. It isn’t possible for each to do his own 

thing without conflict. And while caught up in our 

pursuit of whatever it is we wanted, we’d likely 

overlook a relationship with God. 
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 God’s love for us persists, so he devised a plan 

that is truly foolishness to the world. God would come 

himself and die on a cross for every one of us. He 

would die for the sins of all so the penalty was paid for 

all time and we’d be free from the burden of sin. We 

can stand before God fully reconciled. 

 The apostle Paul wrote, “Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world?” (1 Cor. 1:20d) 

What is so foolish about the wisdom of the world? The 

world tells us if we want more, we climb the social 

rungs. Just go higher. Earn more, make the right 

associations, maybe deal a bit under the table, marry 

right, go to the best university, etc. The world tells us 

not to worry about the other guy. Take care of number 

one first and foremost. The world tells us there is no 

joy until everything is going our way. 

 And just how wise is that ‘wisdom’? “…The 

world through its wisdom did not know [God].” (1 

Cor 1:21) All that wisdom that we put so much energy, 

effort, and resources into, won’t lead us to God. It leads 

to the goals of the world. Not to God’s best purposes 

for us. 

 Paul noted the distractions of the people of 

Corinth. “Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified.” (1 Cor. 

1:22) The Jews sought the powerful signs or old; parted 

rivers and mana from heaven. God can and does work 

in and through signs, but the problem was, they were 

more focused on signs then on building a relationship 

with God. Every time God communicated through a 

sign, the people simply looked for the next sign and not 

for God. 

 The Greeks, the gentile audience, was caught up 

in the Hellenistic philosophies. They wanted as much 

economic and social progress as they could get. They 

wanted money, prestige, and knowledge. This was the 

wisdom of their world. And, like the Jews seeking after 

signs, their pursuit of wisdom prevented them from 

seeking after God. 

 Let’s be clear, God has shown many great signs 

over the years, and wisdom is a quality that is praised 

throughout the Bible. The problem was, neither was 

enough when people sought those over and above 

seeking God. I’m certainly glad we don’t have this 

issue in the US in 2020, right? Yeah, this is still a 

problem and God’s word is still calling us back to him. 

Will we listen? 

 Consider the Greeks. Their love of logic and 

their dependence upon human insight was shot down 

when Paul quoted the prophet Isaiah, “For it is 

written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the 

intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’” (1 

Cor. 1:19, Isaiah 29:14) 

 The world didn’t, and still doesn’t, know the 

love and grace of God through its wisdom. Pondering 

from the worldly perspective will not reveal the 

magnitude of God’s love for us. Paul saw this and 

knew a better focus was needed. People need to see the 

cross for what it really is.  
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 What the world sees as the surprising and 

shameful death of Jesus on the cross is really an 

amazing window into the character of God and the 

incredible desire God has to reach us. The cross is a 

message of powerful love and forgiveness. The cross 

changed the world forever. 

 The cross reveals that Jesus, our omnipotent 

God, loves us so much he is willing to sacrifice himself 

to bring us forgiveness and new life. It is proof of 

God’s word, “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 

3:16) 

 God gave us the cross because he wants a 

relationship with us. This relationship isn’t based on 

signs or worldly wisdom. This relationship is based on 

a loving sacrifice. 

 Moving into relationship with God gives us 

compassion for the poor, the sick, and the strangers 

among us. No longer are we focused on social climbing 

and putting ourselves first. We now serve as Jesus did. 

Jesus told us he did not come to be served, but to serve. 

Again, a message contrary to the world’s wisdom.  

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.” (v. 18) The cross is the 

power of God! Not weakness. Not retreat. Not 

foolishness and defeat. It is the power of God who is 

willing to give himself to reach us with his love and 

grace. 

As a result, those who come to believe, who 

have faith in a crucified and risen Lord, know that there 

is nothing wiser than the teachings of Jesus. There is 

nothing stronger than the God who sacrificed himself 

for us. “For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength.” (v. 25) 

Last week I encouraged you to find a spiritual 

mentor to encourage you and guide you in your faith 

walk. I also encouraged you to be a mentor for 

someone else. This is the discipling process and 

Christianity depends on each of us raising up the next 

disciples. 

I also cautioned you that we need to be sure that 

our mentors are following Jesus in their faith journey. 

We don’t want to be led astray. All of us are 

susceptible to the ‘wisdom of the world.’ We all need 

to be on guard against yielding to worldly ways and 

losing our course. And we need to hold one another 

accountable in love. Hold onto the power of the cross. 

12 years ago, I sat in a room with a couple of 

other pastors just prior to Easter. They were discussing 

the Easter message. One said he was certain the 

crucifixion never happened because his god would 

never put his son on the cross. He also didn’t believe in 

the resurrection. 

I was stunned. There was so much theology 

lacking in his comment. Didn’t he understand that God 

and Jesus are one and it was God who chose to hang on 

the cross and pay the penalty of sin? No, God didn’t 
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condemn his son in the worldly understanding. God 

chose to come in the person of Jesus to make the 

sacrifice himself for us.  

Then I was stunned further when the other pastor 

agreed with him. I began to dread the Easter sermon. I 

was surprised again when the senior pastor gave a 

beautiful orthodox Easter message including the 

crucifixion and resurrection. I asked him later how he 

could do that when he didn’t believe it. He said simply 

that he knew what the people wanted to hear. My heart 

was broken to realize how inauthentic his ministry was. 

Even leaders, if we don’t stay close to God, can 

slip into worldly thinking. Hold what you hear and read 

up to the Word of the Bible. Hold up those things you 

question to God. 

So, I challenge you today - remember the cross. 

Do you understand its power? Can you see why it 

appears as foolishness to those who seek after the 

wisdom of a world and don’t know God? Do you 

recognize those places where you are leaning into 

worldly understanding instead of leaning on the cross? 

The cross is the core of the message of God’s 

extreme love. Until we get that, we miss the God who 

wants a personal relationship with each of us. We miss 

a God who offers us, in his grace, love and acceptance 

and forgiveness and eternal life when we choose him. 

We miss the light of the world who came to serve and 

not be served, and to usher in a better way of living. 

The cross is at the core of our faith. It is at the 

core of the words to the Apostles’ Creed. Let’s claim 

our faith by reciting the Creed together:  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy universal church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Do you know this God? Do you know the power 

of the cross? Stay in God’s word. Stand firm against 

the ‘wisdom’ of this world. 

 

Let us pray 

Help us, Lord, to lean into your wisdom and not that of 

the world. Help us daily to claim the power of the 

cross. We thank you and give you glory for your great 

love and mercy. Amen. 


