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Plan of Triumph 

Luke 19:28-38 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, let my words be yours. May it be that we 

each receive just what we need from you today. 

Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

 

Today is referred to as Palm Sunday in 

honor of Jesus riding into Jerusalem in the greatest 

act of love of all time. This is the beginning of 

what we call Holy Week or Passion Week. This is 

the final week before we celebrate Easter. And this 

week reveals God’s amazing love for all the 

peoples of this world. 

Imagine you are walking on the sidewalk 

with your child or grandchild. The child is 

bouncing a ball. A car is coming, but it is ok 

because you are on the sidewalk. But, just as the 

car nears, the child darts out in front of it after the 

ball. 

What would you do? I think most of us 

would try to go after the child, risking our lives to 

keep them from being hit by the car. We react 

because the child is precious to us. 

Sometimes we read reports of house fires 

and loved ones trying to run back into the flames 

when they learn a family member did not make it 

out of the house. Often that person has to be 

restrained, not just be one or two people, but by 

four or more. They are so determined to get back 

into the house regardless of their personal danger, 

that they pull and push and scream to be released. 

They want so much to rescue their loved one. 

We have a God who loves his created 

humans so very much that He too is willing to go 

to extremes to save us. 

God created each of us. The Bible tells us 

that he knit us together in our mother’s womb. And 

he gifted each of us in unique ways and has a plan 

for us, a purpose for us. This is the case for every 

human being. 

God’s plan includes two great laws. The first 

is to love God above everything else in our lives. 

After all, God loved us first and created us to love 

him in return. The second law is to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

Ok, simple right? Until we discover what 

receiving the gift of free choice, free will, really 

means. We find that it is easy to love other things 

more than God. People give far more time to 
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games and social media and projects then they do 

in worship to God. People love their money and 

their stuff. They love their activities, and power, 

and having their own way more than they love 

God. 

And the whole ‘love our neighbor’ thing? 

That is really hard. Some people are just difficult 

to love. They disagree with us, they interfere with 

our plans, they steal our authority, they disappoint 

us, and sometimes, they are out and out enemies. 

We struggle with God’s two great laws. Oh, 

we do pretty well much of the time. But it is very 

hard to be faithful to these laws 100% of the time. 

No human has succeeded, even by withdrawing 

from the things of the world into seclusion. 

So, God did an amazing thing. God came to 

Earth in the form of Jesus Christ to make a 

covenant, a special way for us, to be made right in 

God’s eyes even in our imperfection. A way to be 

made right, even in our imperfection!  

God was born as a human child, as Jesus, 

and lived and walked with the people. There isn’t 

an emotion or temptation that Jesus didn’t 

experience. Jesus understands everything we are 

feeling and everything we are facing. And he loves 

us, and he invites us to come to him no matter how 

poorly we’ve acted. 

Jesus teaches us about the character of God 

and how to live following the two great laws. And 

he did even more. You see, God knew we 

struggled with his laws. He knew we needed help. 

Besides love, God’s character includes 

grace. God’s Grace is unmerited love and 

forgiveness. God’s grace is divine assistance 

offered to us. Unmerited means we don’t earn it. 

We can’t earn it. Grace is a gift God offers us, a 

gift of love and forgiveness. A gift of guidance 

into the best we were created for. We are invited 

to choose to receive God’s gift. 

John 3:16-17 reads, “God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son. 

Anyone who believes in him will not die but will 

have eternal life. God did not send his Son into 

the world to judge the world. He sent his Son to 

save the world through him.” God came as Jesus 

to pay the penalty for our wrongs so we can stand 

forgiven before God. All because God loves us 

and wants us to have the fullness of a life well 

lived and eternity in heaven. Jesus did not come 

to judge, but to save the world through his work 

on the cross. 
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The first part of God’s plan was the birth of 

himself in the form of Jesus to teach the character 

of God. This Sunday is in remembrance of Jesus 

moving into the next part of the plan. Jesus rode 

into Jerusalem knowing he would be arrested and 

crucified. But the story would not end there. 

Jesus knew Easter was part of the plan. He knew 

he’d be resurrected and all who believed in him 

would be saved. 

Read Luke 19:28-38 

 Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. 29 He 

approached Bethphage and Bethany. The hill 

there was called the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent 

out two of his disciples. He said to them, 30 “Go 

to the village ahead of you. As soon as you get 

there, you will find a donkey’s colt tied up. No 

one has ever ridden it. Untie it and bring it 

here. 31 Someone may ask you, ‘Why are you 

untying it?’ If so, say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found 

the young donkey. It was there just as Jesus had 

told them. 33 They were untying the colt when its 

owners came. The owners asked them, “Why 

are you untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 Then the disciples brought the colt to Jesus. 

They threw their coats on the young donkey 

and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people 

spread their coats on the road. 

37 Jesus came near the place where the road 

goes down the Mount of Olives. There the whole 

crowd of disciples began to praise God with joy. 

In loud voices they praised him for all the 

miracles they had seen. They shouted, 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 

the Lord!” 

“May there be peace and glory in the highest 

heaven!” 

The plan was in place and it began with a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. A donkey was a sign of 

humility, peace and Davidic royalty. Jesus chose 

to enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey as a public 

claim that Jesus was the long-awaited chosen Son 

of David come to sit on David’s throne as the 

prophets had spoken. The Jewish people of the 

time recognized the meaning. 

People responded to this amazing ride into 

the city by throwing their cloaks on the road 

ahead of the donkey. In the telling of the story in 

the gospel of Mark, people also cut branches and 
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spread them on the ground. All this revealed their 

understanding of this entrance. 

Luke 19, verse 27, “There the whole crowd 

of disciples began to praise God with joy. In 

loud voices they praised him for all the miracles 

they had seen.” They had waited generations for 

this day, for the fulfillment of God’s promise to 

send the Messiah. They also gave praise for all 

the miracles Jesus had done that they had either 

witnessed or heard about from others. Jesus was 

the answer to their long-awaited hope, the 

fulfillment of their hope. Jesus is the answer to 

our hope, too. 

They shouted out repeatedly, verse 38, 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 

the Lord,” and “May there be peace and glory 

in the highest heaven!” They knew Jesus came 

from God as promised. 

And so, the most powerful week of history 

was launched. God came to earth, in essence, to 

run out in front of the car or into the burning home, 

to save his children, his creation. Holy Week 

would move forward including amazing events 

like Jesus’ last supper and final instructions to his 

disciples, like his betrayal, and his arrest. It would 

move forward with his crucifixion and all before 

the wonderful day we celebrate as Easter when we 

give thanks for our risen Lord. Death could not 

hold him! 

I encourage you to join us for our Good 

Friday service, live Friday at 4:30, or if that 

doesn’t work for you, the video will be on this 

Facebook page to view later. Do watch. Follow the 

next part of the story. When you do, Easter will 

make so much more sense and your celebration 

will have increased meaning. When you read a 

good story, you don’t want to jump from the first 

part to the ending. 

What would you do to protect your loved 

ones? If you answered, you’d do anything, that is 

awesome. And our ‘anything’ is limited to what 

humans have the ability to do. Imagine God and 

saying, “I’ll do anything, even being born on earth 

and dying on a cross, to save my people,” and then 

having all his divine omnipotence to carry that out 

and to make his death our salvation! 

Hear the confirmation of God’s amazing gift 

in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “When anyone lives in 

Christ, the new creation has come. The old is 

gone! The new is here! All this is from God. He 

brought us back to himself through Christ’s 

death on the cross. And he has given us the task 

of bringing others back to him through Christ. 
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God was bringing the world back to himself 

through Christ. He did not hold people’s sins 

against them. God has trusted us with the 

message that people may be brought back to 

him.” 

That is the gift of God’s grace. That is the 

message that I believe God wants you to hear 

today. No matter what has happened in your life, 

how badly you’ve messed up, God wants you to 

hear that you can be brought back to God through 

Jesus. 

This is the greatest story ever shared. It is 

our hope. It can lead to our forgiveness and 

salvation. It can lead to us living fully into all the 

best that God created us to be. And all because we 

say ‘yes’ to God’s gift of grace by choosing to 

believe in Jesus Christ. 

Jesus knows who you are. And even more 

importantly, he knows who you can become 

through him. Will you accept God’s gift of grace? 

Imagine God reaching his hand down to 

you. He won’t force you. He waits. Will you reach 

up and take hold of his hand? Will you accept his 

offered grace? 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, your grace is amazing. Help us to believe 

where we doubt. Help us to boldly reach up and 

take your hand, your gift of forgiveness and 

salvation. We praise you! Amen. 

 

  


