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The great thing about our scripture 

this week is that it flows right out of 

our passage from last week. Last 

week Paul was reminding us what it 

means to live together with people 

who are different from us. This week, 

in Romans 12:9-20, Paul sets up the 

ground rules for how they should live 

together. It feels a little like a Top 10 

or 15 list.  

 

Does anyone know about those? 

Huffpost went famous because of 

their top lists. Top 10 DIY tricks to 

clean your kitchen. Top 10 DIY bento 

lunch boxes. 10 ways to increase your 

happiness.  

 

Although this list reminds me less of a 

top 10 list and a lot more like...well 

the 10 commandments. And in a lot of 

ways they are the same. They are a 

list of rules for people to live by to 

live better together. Almost like the 

first day of youth group or summer 

camp, where you sit down, and you 

talk about how you want to be treated 

during your time together. You build 

a covenant or ground rules together. 

This is how our community will act.  

 

I have thought a lot lately about the 

communities that I belong to. 

Vistancia, Peoria, Phoenix Valley, 

Arizona, the US. We need to be 

reminded how to live peaceably with 

one another again. Like in verse 10. 

And by, peaceably, I do not mean we 

need to agree with one another. It can 

mean to be at peace. (not in a chaotic 

turmoil of anger, aggression…) We 

have forgotten how to disagree with 

one another and still live together.  

 

There was a great TED Radio Hour 

that had great ideas about how to act 

and be together with people who 

disagree with you. It had speakers like 

Megan Phelps Ropper, a person 

previously from the Westboro Baptist 

Church. You may know this specific 

church as it is known for picketing at 

the funerals of soldiers and claiming 

they know who God hates. Megan 

shared her journey of leaving that 

church because of the influence of 

people on the internet.  

 

Another speaker on this TED radio 

hour was the author Aurora Clawson. 

I love what she says about our reality. 

Listen to this:  

She said, “We live in a world of 

millions of unique individuals.  You 

cannot please everybody and there's 

no one on the face of earth, nor has 

there ever been, who has received 

approval of everyone on earth or is 

agreed with by everyone on earth.  As 

a matter of fact people who have 

contributed the most to humanity have 

often initially had to stand alone in 

their convictions at first. That is the 

nature of this world.  We are not 

meant to be clones of one another, but 

appreciate our own unique expression 



in the world.  Our unique ways of 

seeing the world add beauty and 

creative sophistication to this 

world.  What a dull, boring world it 

would be if we were all the 

same.  Contrast enhances and gives 

depth to our experience here.   

She goes on to say: The reason you 

feel hurt if someone disagrees with 

you, is that you have a need for their 

approval to feel okay about 

yourself.  Somewhere along the line, 

you concluded that was your 

reality.  This is actually a pretty 

common issue, but it is an issue and is 

based upon an erroneous belief that 

self worth is earned via the 

acceptance of others.  

 

(I really need our youth to hear this. I 

am going to quote her again, (slide) 

“The reason you feel hurt if 

someone disagrees with you, is that 

you have a need for their approval 

to feel okay about 

yourself.”  Nothing could be further 

from the truth.  You came into the 

world as a being equal in significance 

to everyone else.  Your feelings are as 

valuable and valid as anyone else, but 

YOU have to claim that truth 

yourself. 

 

If what you believe were true, then 

when you were with those who agreed 

with you, you would have self-worth, 

and when you were with people who 

did not agree with you, you would 

suddenly be void of all self-

worth.  That is just not the truth of 

how reality works. 

 

So you must learn this truth, realize it 

doesn't matter how many people agree 

or disagree with you, and develop the 

courage, inner wisdom and clear 

mindedness to cease allowing 

yourself to feel victimized by giving 

others the power to make you feel less 

valued simply because they have 

different opinions. 

 

Sometimes, I fall guilty in thinking 

that people who disagree with me are 

my enemies. As pointed out by 

Aurora, that's just false. But even if it 

were true, Jonas Gahr Store a 

Norwegian diplomat who excels in 

international dialogue and 

peacekeeping says this: “You do not 

make peace with your friends, you 

make peace with your enemies.” We 

have spent more time on focusing 

on why we shouldn’t talk to others 

than spending time focusing on how 

we should talk to others.” If we do 

not talk, we will further 

radicalization.  

 

Lastly, and this is where you can take 

notes friends, last on this enlightening 

TED Radio hour was the author 

Celeste Headly who recounts the life 

of civil rights activist Zir Nona 

Clayton and Clayton's friendship with 

the Grand Dragon of KKK. “I didn’t 

try and change his mind, I just 

listened to him. There was nothing I, a 

black woman, was going to be able to 



say to him that would make any 

difference to him. King said take the 

person as they are.” Celeste Headly 

gives us these tips for talking or 

interacting with someone who things 

differently than you do:  

 “Let go of the idea that you are 

entering into a conversation to 

change their mind or educate them 

that is always going to be 

frustrating and where our anger 

comes from. Let go of that 

intention. Enter into a conversation 

saying, “I am going to learn 

something in this conversation.” 

You have control over that.  

1. Don’t multitask. Be present 

and in the moment.  

2. Use open ended questions.  

3. Go with the flow. Thoughts 

will come into our mind then 

you let them go.  

4. Don’t equate your experience 

with theirs. It’s not the same, 

it never is, all experiences are 

individual 

5. It is not about you.  

6. Listen. The number one most 

important skill you can 

develop, “If you can’t listen 

or pay attention, you are not 

in a conversation, you are just 

two people shouting out 

barely related sentences in 

the same place.”  

Until we start listening to opinions 

that are different to our own, it is only 

going to get worse.  

Paul’s Top 13 List of Marks of the 

True Christian  

1. Let love be genuine; hate 

what is evil* (now before you 

get too caught up on hate 

what is evil, refer to #9, which 

says do not repay evil with 

evil and do not judge, let God 

do that.), hold fast to what is 

good;  

2. Love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one 

another in showing honor. 

3. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent 

in spirit, serve the Lord*. 

(There it is. By doing these we 

are following God, serving 

the Lord. Do not forget why 

we are living in these ways.) 

4. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

suffering, persevere in 

prayer. 

5. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to 

strangers. 

6. Bless those who persecute 

you; bless and do not curse 

them. 

7. Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who 

weep.* (To me this embodies 

the church, a people who 

come together to worship 

God and be present in one 

another’s lives.) 

8. (next Slide) Live in harmony 

with one another; do not be 

haughty, but associate with 



the lowly;[f] do not claim to 

be wiser than you are. 

9. Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil but take thought for what 

is noble in the sight of all. 

10. If it is possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. (Again, 

this does not mean we should 

all strive to agree on things 

together, only to love without 

anger and judgement 

weighing on everyone’s 

differences.) 

11. Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room 

for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, 

I will repay, says the Lord.”  

12. No, “if your enemies are 

hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something 

to drink; for by doing this 

you will heap burning coals 

on their heads.”* I think we 

can just leave it at feed your 

enemies. :) 

13. Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good. 

You are not going to like what I say 

now.  

Logos with statements bringing 

attention to racial inequalities in our 

country AND posters sharing who 

you support for political positions 

have turned into gang signs. Now they 

instigate fear in people, and they bring 

division. Whose side are you on, I can 

hear people question when they look 

at you. What do you stand for?  

Since when, do those things DEFINE 

who we are and how we RELATE to 

one another? HOW LONG will we 

allow ourselves and others to get 

caught up in the things that DIVIDE 

us, when there is so much we can do 

to bring ourselves together.  

 

Paul knew who he was dealing with. 

Don’t let his speech of genuine love 

deceive you, he meant business. 

Because when you are living in a 

community with people of many 

different backgrounds, different 

traditions, different experiences of the 

world, you NEED ground rules. If 

anything should stir you to action 

now, to learn to live with one another 

peaceable it is what you are seeing in 

the world. Write down these verses. 

Put them with the 10 commandments 

in your mirror or your door as you go 

out for the day.  

LIVE BY THESE AS IF YOUR LIFE 

DEPENDS ON IT.  

Amen.   

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28247f

