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Ordinary Heroes Have Hope 

Colossians 1:3-14 
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Let us pray 

Lord, come into our time and open or hearts up for 

your word for us. If I’ve written anything that is not 

of you, let it not be received. Amen. 

 

 Today, we continue a series on living into our 

church vision to serve as the hands, feet and heart of 

Jesus; loving like Jesus, acting for justice and united 

in hope. Today we’re talking about hope in the Lord.  

 We all need hope in our lives. Only with hope 

can we face all the challenges that come our way. 

Only with hope do we find purpose and 

encouragement and belief that God walks with us in 

everything. This is not fairy tale hope. The hope the 

Bible describes is genuine and deep and rich. It 

comes from the suffering of the cross and the power 

of God to bring new life into every situation.  

 The author of Colossians, I’ll call Paul, was in 

chains when he wrote the scripture read today. Yet, 

he still found hope. He encouraged the Colossian 

church noting they were clearly vital and engaged in 

great ministry. “The gospel is bearing fruit and 

growing throughout the whole world—just as it 

has been doing among you since the day you heard 

it and truly understood God’s grace.” (Colossians 

1:6) What a great thing to say about a church! Those 

are words we want to hear about the ministry of 

Spirit Song, too, right? 

Now the Colossian church wasn’t perfect, no 

church is. It is said that if you ever find a perfect 

church, don’t join it because then it will no longer be 

perfect. Paul continued his letter addressing some of 

the false teaching that was causing divisions in the 

Colossian church. News flash – divisions in the 

church were present even at the start. This is because 

we are imperfect people trying our best to follow 

Jesus’ teaching, and we struggle to agree on how 

that’s done. Yet, God was doing good work in and 

through the church and the people anyway. This gave 

Paul and the people hope. And it gives us hope. 

 Hope is an important gift that we receive in our 

relationship with Jesus. We are promised a place with 

God for all eternity! Hope links our present with that 

place where there is no more suffering, no more tears, 

no more death. It is a place where all is as God had 

intended Earth to be. This is our ultimate hope! 

 It is difficult when we learn that we or loved 

ones have cancer or other serious diagnosis, or suffer 

from dementia, or lose a child, or lose a job or home, 

or have broken relationships, or suffer abuse or PTSD 

from past traumas. It is hard to have hope in these 

situations. Yet, God, in his goodness, walks with us, 

and our loved ones, through the challenges of this 

world until we receive the amazing gift of eternity 
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fully healed and restored. No matter what we face, 

Jesus came to overcome it. 

 This understanding of hope helps us find peace 

with the things we can’t change and gives us courage 

to change what we can. Paul wrote, “We always 

thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we pray for you, because we have heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have 

for all God’s people- the faith and love that spring 

from the hope stored up for you in heaven and 

about which you have already heard in the true 

message of the gospel that has come to you.” 

(Colossians 1:3-6a) We find true hope in the message 

of the gospel. 

 Our hope is not placed in government 

decisions. Our hope is not placed in our retirement 

packages. Our hope does not come from owning our 

own home. It is not placed in our jobs, our friends, 

our family or our health. We know that all of these 

can fail us. Thankfully, most of the time they don’t.  

  I was talking one day with someone who 

wondered if he might be dying. I told him I had not 

heard any talk from family or the doctors about him 

dying but that we all know we will die one day. Our 

bodies are referred to in the Bible as ‘earthly tents.’ 

They are not meant to last. This man knew that as a 

follower of Christ, he is heaven bound and he knows 

the Bible teaches that he will have a new heavenly 

body, whatever that is, with no more pain, illness, 

weakness, or suffering. He has hope in God’s 

promise to him rather he left the hospital healed or 

was healed at death. 

 We have hope that as we connect with church 

we’ll learn, share, dig into, discover and claim for 

ourselves the powerful message of the gospel and 

God’s amazing grace. We have great diversity in this 

church. We are made up of many denominations that 

take differing stances on Communion, Baptism, etc. 

Yet, this church accomplishes great ministry for 

neighbors near and far. Like the Colossian church, 

God is working through us to reach, help, and 

encourage people. What unites us is our desire and 

hope to love God and love neighbor as Jesus 

commands. What unites us is that, as we grow in 

Christ and the core message of the gospel, we 

experience God’s abiding hope. 

 The opposite of hope is cynicism or numbness 

or bitterness. These deaden and even destroy our 

spirit. Too many people live in this sorry state 

because they don’t know where to find true hope. Or, 

they’ve simply come to believe there is no such thing 

as hope. Let’s guard against this tragic error. Let’s 

not let worldly stuff steal the amazing gift of hope in 

the Lord.  

 The opposite of that kind of hopelessness is a 

praying life. Prayer is a great way to reclaim the gift 

of hope in our lives. Paul wrote to the Colossian 

church, “Since the day we heard about you, we 



3 
 

have not stopped praying for you. We continually 

ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 

through all the wisdom and understanding that 

the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy 

of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing 

fruit in every good work, growing in the 

knowledge of God, being strengthened with all 

power according to his glorious might…” 

(Colossians 1:9-11) Isn’t that a beautiful hope-filled 

prayer? Have you ever wondered what to pray for 

someone? Use this prayer. Pray for God’s wisdom 

and understanding from the Spirit, pray for bearing 

fruit and growing in the knowledge of God and for 

strength. 

 Isn’t that just what we need in our challenges? 

Strength. Many of you have commented to me how 

grateful you’ve been for the prayers of this body. 

You said you felt the prayers uplift you. You felt that 

new strength every morning when the day before you 

had wondered how you would get through another 

day. You knew and shared with others that it was 

God walking with you through the difficulties. 

 Imagine the implications for the world if we 

and the church as a whole prayed for new hope? We 

would no longer look at our missions, our families, 

our conversations, our responses to the broken world 

through the dark cloud of bitterness and numbness. 

Praying gives us back our hope. We know we are 

inviting in a power much greater then our limitations. 

We’re inviting in the One who can do more then we 

can think or imagine! When we begin to pray God-

sized prayers, not limiting God’s actions to our own 

way of thinking, we know hope. 

Pray for people. Think about those in your life 

who helped you find hope when it was difficult for 

you. Weren’t you grateful? I believe that one of our 

calls as Christians is to help others find hope and a 

huge part of that is lifting them in faithful prayer. 

This passage continues with an important ‘so 

that’, “…so that you may have great endurance 

and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the 

Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of 

light.” Colossians 1:11b-12) Wow! That is the power 

of prayer. Paul was praying ‘so that’ they’d have 

endurance and patience in all they dwelt with. That is 

hope! And that hope is so powerful that it elicits a 

heartfelt response from us; the giving of joyful thanks 

to God. Hope draws us closer to God’s very heart and 

we give praise and expressions of thanksgiving! 

My prayer is that we live into our vision 

statement by living this kind of hope and sharing our 

hope with others. People are watching the church and 

wondering about the reason for the hope that is in us. 

That is, when we live from our hope. Too many 

Christians have fallen for the world cynicism and live 

with bitterness. Perhaps we spend too much time in 

negative media sites! Living from cynicism isn’t very 
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helpful advertisement for the blessings we know from 

God! And, when we slip into hopelessness, we also 

miss out on the fullness of the grace of God in our 

lives. It’s like we put up barriers to his goodness and 

we miss even noticing the remarkable ways God 

pours out his love on us and reveals his presence in 

our lives. 

We all have times of knowing great hope and 

times when we struggle with hope. This is why we 

need to pray for one another and share with one 

another where we see God at work in their lives. This 

is why we encourage one another. 

In 1771, John Wesley sent Francis Asbury to 

the American Colonies to spread the gospel message. 

Asbury asked, “What shall I tell them?”  

Wesley replied, “Offer them Christ.” 

Asbury lived out his love as the only Methodist 

minister to remain in America when war broke out in 

1776. He traveled on horseback over 6,000 miles per 

year, preaching nearly every day in fields, barns, 

courthouses, public houses, public squares and 

meeting houses until his death in 1816 – always 

offering Christ.  

When we offer Christ, we offer hope.  

I was walking down the hall in the school 

where I taught and passed another teacher. I smiled 

and said ‘hi’ cheerfully and walked on. She called to 

me and asked why I was always so cheerful. I was 

stunned and didn’t know how to respond. At least, 

not until I read, “In your hearts revere Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 

and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15) My cheerful state came 

from my relationship with Jesus and the hope I 

experience! Since that day, when asked why I cope 

well in challenges, or why I smile so much, or why I 

am quick to give encouragement, I have my answer – 

because of the love of Jesus. That is where my hope 

comes from.  

This hope is for you too! 

Receive this blessing recorded in Romans, 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 

Offer people Christ! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we want to live our lives in you, filled with 

your peace and hope and sharing your hope with 

others. Help us to trust in you, lean into you, worship 

and give praise for you in our lives. Amen. 

 

  

 

 

  


