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One Giant Leap 

Colossians 1:15-23 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Amazing Creator, speak to us today. Open our 

hearts to truly grasp who you are on a deeper level. 

If I write anything that is not of you, let it not be 

received. May it be your message each leaves with 

today. Amen. 

 

 50 years ago, yesterday, July 20,1969, 

astronaut Neil Armstrong stepped off the ladder of 

the Apollo 11 lunar lander and set foot on the 

surface of the moon. And people on earth heard the 

words, “One small step for man.” This was an 

enormous moment for the whole human race. I 

believe it might more appropriately be called one 

giant leap. 

 Now, Armstrong did not take that step 

without some anxiety. The greatest worry for the 

Apollo 11 mission was just how deep the gray dust 

covering the lunar surface actually was. It was a 

huge relief when the lander touched down and 

rested on a solid surface. Before his flight, 

Armstrong’s brother Dean asked him what single 

thing he was most concerned about. Armstrong 

answered, “How deep is the dust?” 

 With this ‘small’ step, the human race had 

just expanded to another world where a metal 

United States flag, shaped to give the illusion that 

it was blowing in a breeze, was planted by 

Armstrong and Aldrin. This was a huge 

achievement! This giant leap changed our 

perspective of the earth in all creation. The 

astronauts looked up into the lunar sky and saw the 

blue-green surface of the tiny Earth floating in the 

vastness of dark space. 

 It was actually the Apollo 8 mission that 

first gave us a glimpse of the earth as a small part 

of something much larger. They were orbiting the 

moon on Christmas Eve, 1968, focusing on its 

craters when Frank Borman looked up and saw the 

earth rising over the 

lunar horizon. He 

described it as the 

most beautiful, 

heart-catching sight 

of his life. It was the 

only thing in space with any color. Everything else 

was black and white. 

 The astronauts had been given detailed 

instructions to photograph the moon. NASA hadn’t 

thought about taking pictures of the Earth. Bill 

Anders asked Borman if he had a roll of color film. 

All other photos were shot in black and white. 

Loading the camera with color film, Anders took 
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the famous photo of the earth rise. The photo of 

the earth would prove more memorable than all the 

photos taken of the moon. 

 As it turned out, Bill Anders had the 

assignment of broadcasting a Christmas Eve 

greeting back to Earth. His only guidance from 

NASA was, “We figure more people will be 

listening to your voice than that of any man in 

history. So, we want you to say something 

appropriate.” And what did Borman do? He read 

the first 10 verses from Genesis, chapter 1.  

 “In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth…” 

With the Apollo space program, humans had 

a massive change of perspective as we viewed the 

Earth floating in space. 

 We can only imagine the giant leap in the 

perspective the Colossian people were asked to 

make when they heard Paul describe Jesus and 

God as one. Because we are accustomed to hearing 

the language of the trinity of God, we can miss the 

wonder of this perspective when first heard. 

Today’s reading is an early Christ-hymn of 

the church and Paul used the words to establish the 

supremacy of Christ to a people who struggled to 

see Jesus as anything more than a good human 

teacher. “The Son is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him 

all things were created: things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have 

been created through him and for him.” (v. 15-

16) What? This son, this peasant Christ, is the 

image of the invisible God? He is the firstborn 

over all creation? In him all things were created, 

including the amazing earth and the heavens? 

These words required a huge leap in their thinking. 

 Please know that with the lack of Christian 

teaching today, many people are put off by words 

of the trinity of God. Truthfully, it is hard for any 

of us to grasp that Jesus is God incarnate, 

especially when we tend to limit God to the laws 

of this world as we understand them. How was he 

both fully human and fully divine? It is a giant step 

of faith when we recognize the true divinity of 

Christ/God. 

 It was difficult for the Colossians who had 

been recipients of the false Gnostic teaching. 

Gnostic teaching claimed there were a whole host 

of spiritual beings between God and man. This 

Christ-hymn denies that there is any gap between 

Jesus and God. “For God was pleased to have all 

his fullness dwell in him.” (v 19) Jesus is not 

some spiritual subordinate of God. 

This God-Christ not only is the creator but 

also creation’s redeemer. “And through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things 

on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
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through his blood, shed on the cross.” (v 20) The 

Colossians had heard it said that this man was 

crucified, died, and was resurrected. But who’d 

ever heard of anyone dead being resurrected? And 

now they were told that through his death on the 

cross, this Jesus had made it possible for all who 

choose him to be reconciled with God - um – with 

himself.  

Yeah, it was difficult to grasp and especially 

when it challenged their Gentile beliefs. But the 

hymn wasn’t finished. It also claimed, “He is the 

head of the body, the church.” (v 18) This 

supreme deity is head of the church itself. Paul’s 

familiar image of the church as the ‘body of 

Christ’ shifts the focus to Christ as head of this 

body. This further emphasizes Christ’s supremacy 

and names him as the originator of the church as 

well as of all creation. Jesus reigns supreme over 

both the old and the new creation. 

I, for one, am grateful that Christ is the head 

of the church and we are all the body, the hands, 

feet, and heart under his direction. Sometimes 

people challenge me as a pastor and tell me that a 

woman cannot be the head of the church. I answer 

that I’m not. Christ is the head of the church. I sure 

hope their church isn’t led by a man or a woman 

either! 

Christ as head of the church and head of our 

lives was a huge perspective leap for the 

Colossians and for many people today. We need to 

understand this. Just as the landing on the moon 

challenged our old perspectives, the Colossians 

were challenged to make a leap in their faith ideas 

– and so are we. Many of you were blessed to have 

grown up with this teaching but consider for a 

moment what a giant leap you are asking of those 

who aren’t familiar with Christian teaching. We 

accept, though we find it difficult to explain, that 

God and Jesus are one even though we speak about 

this divine being with three names, or three ways 

of relating to us. We understand Jesus is head of 

the Church and by his sacrifice he made it possible 

for us to receive forgiveness and salvation. 

 Giant leaps of understanding are not unheard 

of. It was huge when people came to understand 

that the world was round and not flat. Likewise, 

learning that the earth is not the center of the 

universe but revolves around the sun, which isn’t 

even a very large star, was difficult to accept. 

Suddenly it made people feel small and 

insignificant. 

 One great discovery after another required 

leaps in our thought perspectives. For me, the 

wonder of the vastness of our universe and 

multiple galaxies and amazing discoveries on earth 

all proclaim our magnificent creator. When you are 

willing to accept that a man can walk on the moon, 

and you open your mind to the possibility of space 
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travel and inhabiting other planets, so why not 

believe that God and Jesus are one?  

And can’t it also be that this ‘Son’ came to 

reconcile the world and lead as head of his 

Christian church? “[Jesus] is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. And he is 

the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy.” (Col. 1:17-18) 

This giant leap of understanding came 

through eyewitnesses. Mary Magdalene was the 

first to see the risen Christ, whom she at first 

thought was a gardener near the tomb. Jesus also 

appeared to the apostles and those gathered with 

them and then to over 500. It is their accounts that 

we read. 

The first moon landing was truly 

remarkable, and it was captured by the wonders of 

television and the world watched in real time. It 

was visual proof. And it changed our perspective 

of our world. Can you imagine if the resurrection 

of Jesus had been captured on video and broadcast 

instantaneously to all the world? What a change of 

thinking that would cause! 

But there were no film crews present to 

document the most profound impact on 

humankind. We are asked to believe based on the 

early testimonies of the life of Jesus on earth. 

However, those are not our only testimonies. 

When we’ve taken that leap of faith and grown to 

know Jesus as Lord of our lives, we begin to have 

firsthand experiences of the reality within our own 

lives.  

We now are the firsthand testimonies of 

Christ for others. We share the peace that floods 

over us even when chaos reigns. We share of 

surprising comfort when loved ones have passed. 

We share about realizing, in the craziest times, that 

we are not alone - God is with us. We know the 

peace of forgiveness and new beginnings. We 

experience divine guidance that turns us away 

from poor choices and gives us purpose and 

direction. We know a love beyond anything we 

experience with other people in our lives. 

Photographic film caught the image of the 

small blue planet floating in space. The image of 

Christ is caught in our words and works when we 

bring the comfort of Jesus to others. The image of 

Christ becomes real when we proclaim to another 

that because of Jesus they too can know complete 

forgiveness and deep peace. The love of Christ is 

revealed when we reach out and receive those who 

believe they are unloved, and we demonstrate our 

love by caring for them. 

The poet Archibald MacLeish wrote an 

essay called “Riders on the Earth.” It was 

published in The New York Times on Christmas 
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Day, 1968, the day after Bill Anders read Genesis 

1 from space. In his essay, MacLeish encouraged 

us to see ourselves as “riders on the Earth together, 

brothers [and sisters] together…who know now 

they are truly brothers [and sisters]. 

When we truly take our leap of faith and 

grasp the perspective that Jesus came to bring the 

promise of salvation to us all, we can better be 

brothers and sisters to all humankind. However, 

there is a caveat. Paul wrote, “But now he has 

reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 

through death to present you holy in his sight, 

without blemish and free from accusation— if 

you continue in your faith, established and firm, 

and do not move from the hope held out in the 

gospel.” (Colossians 1:22-23) We can be holy and 

blameless, free from accusation, as long as we 

continue in our faith. 

Remaining steadfast and keeping the faith 

was a moral challenge for the Colossians in a 

faithless, pagan world. And quite honestly, we 

Christians today have the same challenge. Most of 

the world does not believe as we do. Many scoff at 

our moral code. Many believe that as long as we 

are personally happy, anything goes. We adopt a 

‘live and let live’ approach even when such living 

harms those around us – and ourselves. 

It is our call to continue in our faith, 

established and firm, never letting go of the hope 

we have in Christ. Accepting Christ’s gift of 

redemption initiates a faithful response in us. True 

faithfulness permeates our entire being and the 

whole of our lifestyle. And with that, we better 

reflect the image of Jesus. People are drawn to this 

life of wholeness. We bring glory into our 

everyday with the indwelling presence of Christ in 

our lives. And others, well, they may not know it, 

but this is what they yearn for too. 

 Let’s reflect the image of Jesus better than 

any photo could! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, thank you that in you we are holy in God’s 

sight, free from accusation. We are grateful and we 

want to remain faithful in our response. Hold us 

close, Lord. Help us to stand firm. Thank you, 

Jesus. Amen. 

 


