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Before we dig in today, I want you to 

be reminded of Luke chapter 4. We 

read about Jesus:  

When he came to Nazareth, where he 

had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was 

his custom. He stood up to read, and 

the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll 

and found the place where it was 

written: “The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. He 

has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”  

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the attendant, and sat down. 

The eyes of all in the synagogue were 

fixed on him. Then he began to say to 

them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

When I say that today is Native 

American Sunday, how many of you 

think about American History, about 

Westward expansion and the conflict 

between native peoples and European 

settlers?  

 

How many of you think about casinos 

and land rights that have made it into 

the public news?  

And how many of you think about the 

native peoples who are living here, 

carrying on their traditions as best as 

they can, the Yavapai peoples, the 

Hopi and Navajo whose lands have 

been decided on to be Northeast 

Arizona? Or how about the Tohon 

O’odam whose land we are currently 

on or the Pascua Yaqui who are a 

wonderful example of faithful 

Christian natives who have 

incorporated the teachings of Jesuit 

missionaries into their identities?  

 

I feel that too often when we think 

about native people’s we think of the 

past and not the physical presence of 

the Native Peoples here in the 

present.  

 

Recently our attention has turned to 

Deb Haaland, now Interior Secretary 

of the United States, who is from the 

New Mexico Laguna Pueblo tribe as 

she has become the first Native 

American to lead a Cabinet agency. I 

read through an Associated Press 

article that discussed the proceedings 

at the confirmation hearing of Deb 

Haaland. The article outlines the 

concerns about her priorities and her 

ability to uphold the law, which drove 

Wyoming U.S. Senator John Barrasso 

to interrupt Haaland, while she was 

speaking, to yell at her. 

 

The disrespectful was she was treated 

raised eyebrows and many questions 

about if the Senator would have 



reacted the same way if Haaland was 

not a Native American woman.  

 

I cannot answer that question. One 

thing I think is that he was reacting to 

her story telling, frustrated that she 

was not giving him a straight answer. 

Stories are a major way that she 

communicates, and some of that 

comes from her Native traditions. 

 

In my opinion, the problem that led to 

the outburst in the confirmation 

hearing is deeper than 

communication. It is about seeing and 

knowing one another. We often take 

for granted that we all have enough 

shared experiences that we 

communicate in the same ways, that 

we have the same priorities in life, 

that we think about issues similarly. 

But we do not. 

 

Hannah Adair Bonner, the Director of 

Frontera Wesley, college campus 

ministries in Tucson, Arizona, took 

her college students to Monument 

Valley to learn from Wade Adakai 

about priorities, specifically about 

progress. I want to show you the 

video segment that she published, 

with permission given to us to watch 

it, about their experience, as they 

walked his family land. 

 

Video can be found at Decolonizing 

Progress - YouTube 

 

Just as Wade helped to reframe the 

Kingdom of God, we can work on 

reframing some of our Bible passage 

today. It says, “Shall trouble or 

hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword keep us 

from God.” No, we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved 

us.” What does it mean that we are 

more than conquerors? Being a 

conqueror means you have removed 

all enemies; you have won, right? 

The Greek word in the passage today 

is “hypernikomen” and Strongs 

Concordance defines it as “more than 

conquerors, to prevail mightily. From 

huper and nikao; to vanquish beyond 

ie. gain decisive victory.” 

 

Victory in what? Victory of what?  

 

 It feels that our lives have been built 

on the history of victory meaning 

complete annihilation of...destruction 

of what was there to begin with to 

rebuild something new and foreign.  

 

The idea of conquerors, especially as 

we look at the past and present of our 

Native peoples feels like a violent 

idea. It feels like separation; it feels 

like all of those things that our Bible 

passage tells us will not separate us. 

When a land is conquered it is filled 

with trouble, hardship persecution, 

danger, and the sword. Our Bible 

passage today talks about being more 

than conquerors - to look at victory in 

a new way. We have to redefine what 

it means to have decisive victory.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JEnmqcegUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JEnmqcegUA


To be more than conquerors is to ask 

why the problem exists before we go 

to fix it.  

 

To be more than conquerors is to trust 

in God more than our own devices, to 

trust in God’s timing more than our 

own timing.  

 

To be more than conquerors is to be 

confident enough in our faith that we 

can listen to other people without 

having to challenge them or feel 

threatened.  

 

To be more than conquerors is to 

realize that we all have some of the 

same God-Spirit inside of us.  

 

What if being conquerors means 

conquering our fears, having decisive 

victory over the pain of our past?  

What if it means recognizing how we 

have gained from the violence and 

silencing of people without becoming 

defensive about our loving intentions 

today, and it leads to people coming 

together to talk about the Kingdom of 

God? 

 

There is power in letting the voices of 

other people be louder than ours; it is 

not the power the world gives, but 

power that Jesus our Lord gives.  

 

Put yourself to the side for a second. 

Stop thinking about your profession, 

your interests for a moment. Clear 

your head and heart space and listen 

to this for a moment.  

Jesus did not try and draw attention to 

himself to gain followers. He went out 

and talked to fishermen. One more 

time: Jesus did not try and draw 

attention to himself to gain 

followers...He went out and talked to 

fisherman. He did not call attention to 

himself every time he healed 

someone. He did not yell out and say, 

“Hey everyone look here at what I can 

do, I can heal this person!!!” He just 

healed. He got to know the person, 

knew their pain, and he healed them.  

 

Our passage today from Romans is 

about fearlessness and victory. It is 

important that we take a good look at 

what we consider victory. 

 

This was edited out of the sermon 

online, but is printed here: (My 

husband is Cherokee. His mother is 

Cherokee, His grandmother and great 

grandmother were Cherokee. Through 

the generations, because of many 

reasons including stigma against non-

white people, the connection to the 

tribe has been lost, diluted for Jeff. 

His story reminds me of the poem  

Sacred Ancestral Tree of Life by 

Nakakakena (Boe Harris): 

 

I am a daughter of my mother -- Who 

is a daughter of her mother -- Who is 

a daughter of her mother -- We all are 

a mere branch of the sacred ancestral 

tree of life -- Each branch bonded 

together by the rich diversities of the 

traditions of our cultural ways -- 

Each branch a bearer of wisdoms, 



universal life values, commitments, 

sacrifices, courage, love and faith -- 

Each branch journeys toward 

beginnings, renewals, birth, rebirth, 

vision and inner spiritual illumination 

-- Each branch intertwines, one with 

the other, forming families of mothers, 

daughters, fathers, sons, sisters and 

brothers -- Each branch connected to 

the majestic, mighty trunk, with its 

roots that travel deep, deep within the 

rich soil, nourished by our Creator, 

the giver of all life -- I am a daughter 

of my mother -- Who is a daughter of 

her mother -- Who is a daughter of 

her mother -- We are all a mere 

branch of the sacred ancestral tree of 

life! May we celebrate and be touched 

by the wonder of this universe, our 

own creation, and may we be filled 

with the pure joy of being a part of it!) 

 

To the world...to be a conqueror 

means to force people to be just like 

you, to erase history, culture and 

tradition to “maintain order and 

civility.” 

 

To Jesus and as Christians to be more 

than a conqueror means to turn our 

life over to God, to let go of our own 

success, our own power, our wealth. 

To be a conqueror is to have victory 

with Jesus Christ, not victory over 

others. 

 

There is hope. There are ways we can 

hear the stories of Native peoples , 

way to get to know the people and 

thoughts that were her before we 

were. This week spend time on 

native-land.ca get to know the Native 

peoples in your areas. 

 

I hope that today you find confidence 

as a child of God, to let go of your 

fears. Especially your fears of people 

who communicate differently, of 

people who have different values, 

different traditions. I hope your eyes 

are opened to the beautiful Native 

peoples of America who are here, 

now. I hope that you will inform 

yourselves on the peoples who live 

here and the communities that they 

have built. I hope that you will take 

your confidence in God, our Creator 

to go and see the beautiful world and 

its peoples with the lens of someone 

who is more than a conqueror. I hope 

that you will take your confidence in 

God Our Creator to hear the stories of 

people in our world that help guide 

them to God.  

 

Let us enter into a time of communion 

where we join with all peoples and all 

nations. 

 
 


