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I am so glad that we are here together 

exploring those people who are part 

of the story of the coming of Christ. 

In the first week of advent, we looked 

at Zechariah and Elizabeth and the 

unexpected promise of a baby in their 

advanced ages. And we took note of 

the worst gift that Zechariah got out 

of the event, muteness until his son 

was born.  

 

Last week we remembered Mary and 

the surprising nature of God breaking 

into our lives. We lift Mary up as a 

reminder that when God does come 

unexpectedly, we should also 

respond, “I am your servant.” 

 

This week, we move out of the gospel 

of Luke and into Matthew to wonder 

at Joseph and his story leading up to 

the birth of Christ.   

 

Christmas is one of the messiest times 

of year. You have decorations that 

come out of boxes, you have 

wrapping paper and gifts to sort, a 

tree to put up with decorations. Lights 

to untangle, cards to address, kids 

who are out of school. It is a messy 

time of year.  

 

Emotionally and relationally, there are 

feelings of acceptance or guilt 

surrounding gift giving and card-

giving. What do you give the people 

you love? What if you don’t like a 

present that someone else sent/gave 

you? What if you don’t feel happy or 

joy-filled? What if you walk through 

the motions and you do not feel the 

Christmas spirit? What if the 

Christmas events and obligations feel 

just that: like obligations?  

Churches have extra services, extra 

music, extra events to help us 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. Kids get 

the costumes out. It’s a mess.  

 

In fact, I have made a mess out of 

Advent. I am using scripture from 

different years in the lectionary. This 

week should be about Joy, when we 

light the Gaudete candle, the pink 

one, which is traditional, but 

sometimes life is messy and so we 

will look more at joy next week and 

on Christmas Eve, but we still lit the 

pink candle knowing that joy will 

come. 

  

Our Advent study While You Wait by 

Mary Lou Redding has pointed out, 

beginning with the Matthew 

genealogy of Jesus, that Jesus’ earthly 

lineage is messy. Among the many 

human male ancestors, Jesus also has 

Ruth, Tamar, and Rahab as ancestors. 

Their stories are told in the Bible and 

are full of deception and impurity. 

And yet their messiness is not so bad. 

Their messiness adds to the beautiful 

mosaic of the people who have led to 

Joseph, the one who would care for 

Jesus and raise him as his own.   

 



Then the events surrounding Joseph 

and Mary’s wedding and life together 

were also complicated. Joseph was 

betrothed to Mary. Things were set up 

and established. Things appeared 

clean and lawful, at the beginning. 

And then Joseph found out that Mary 

was going to have a baby, and not 

because of anything he and she had 

done together. This baby would not be 

his. And it got really messy. He 

decided to divorce her quietly, as it 

was lawful to do, instead of calling 

her out as an adulteress which could 

have led to her death. He respected 

her but he was faithful to the law. And 

then he was visited by an angel of the 

Lord. And it got a lot messier. He was 

to be the child’s father; he was to 

marry Mary. He was to name the 

child. In essence, he would adopt this 

baby as his own. The law did not call 

for this. It was unconventional.  

Then it was also time to report back to 

the hometowns. He would have to 

take Mary. Messy, Messy, Messy. 

Why does it have to be so 

complicated, so messy? 

 

If you take a look at the political 

climate during the time leading up to 

and after Jesus’ birth, it is a brutal, 

bloody mess. Some scholars think that 

King Herod, who would die soon after 

Jesus’ birth, was losing his mind. He 

killed all those who he thought 

wanted to claim the monarchy after 

him including four of his family 

members. He taxed the citizens 

heavily. It is thought that the people 

of Galilee, Nazareth and Bethlehem 

were taxed up to 50 or 60% of what 

they made. Taxes came in the form of 

crops and animals. And, of course, 

taxes were not used to support the 

people, but to make the top 10% 

wealthier. The world was a mess.  

 

We have to deal with life’s 

imperfections all the time. When the 

baby poops in her cute Christmas 

pajamas, right in time for Christmas 

photos. When the cats tear down 

decorations then eat them and spit 

them up. When our bank account says 

there is no room for big presents this 

year. When a pandemic hits, and 

keeps families separated. Life is 

messy. Life is complicated. But there 

is one thing about this season that is 

not complicated; and that is love.  

Joseph showed a great love for Mary 

when he was planning on divorcing 

her quietly. He showed a great love of 

God when he listened and obeyed the 

angel of God. He showed love 

towards Jesus by naming him and 

raising him, even though he was not 

his true father.  Love breaks through 

the mess. Love is simple and 

beautiful.  

 

“In light of this story it is helpful to 

think about the ways that the faithful 

thing to do and the faithful way to be 

are sometimes at odds with social 

convention. This is a difficult truth to 

learn. Joseph did not violate 

convention to be politically rebellious, 

or even to know his own goodness. 



He violated convention and was 

faithful to Mary because God, as God 

often does, intervened in an 

unexpected way.” “Unexpected 

things, things outside of convention 

can often be wonderful signs that God 

is at work. “ 

 

In the mess of his coming marriage to 

Mary, Joseph is faithful to God, 

faithful to Mary and faithful to Jesus. 

He smooths out the mess by adopting 

Jesus as his son. He adds love to the 

mess, and suddenly the mess is more 

than okay. 

 


