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When my children were young, at age 

2, they went to the church nursery 

while I led service and my husband 

worshipped. They had so much fun 

playing in the nursery, they played 

with all the toys and ran the Nursery 

Coordinator and helper a little ragged. 

The nursery coordinator ran into me 

later in the week and said with a 

laugh, “Your children were little 

demons in there on Sunday. Wow, 

they were troublemakers getting into 

everything.” This was my first one on 

one interaction with the Nursery 

Coordinator, and it colored our 

relationship for the rest of our time 

together. The word demon had struck 

a nerve with me. To me, it was a word 

that characterized evil, something 

unchangeable and pure. I did not 

appreciate her jokingly referring to 

my children as demons, and I was 

able to communicate that to her.  

Some words hold a lot of significance 

for a person, and they do not want 

their children or themselves as 

identified or labeled with that word.   

 

Our catch phrase today also holds a 

lot of significance when you look at 

how it is used and how we can begin 

labeling people as “sinners” when 

there is more to a person than 

whatever mistake we think they have 

made or are making. 

 

The origin is actually from St. 

Augustine who wrote to a convent of 

nuns and wrote, “love for mankind 

and hatred of sins.” He was talking 

about their proclivity to sin, he was 

trying to help them keep the faith and 

keep chaste. He was not talking about 

their reaction to humankind. 

 

It also comes from Mahatma Ghandi 

in 1929, quoted as saying “hate the 

sin and not the sinner is a precept 

which, though easy enough to 

understand, is rarely practiced and 

that is why the poison of hatred 

spreads in the world.” This is to say 

that his critique was mostly that 

people ended up hating sinners, and 

since we are all sinners, hate spread as 

a poison around the world. 

 

We understand that all are sinners 

from texts like Romans 3:23 “All 

have sinned and fallen short of God’s 

glory.” 

 

I don’t believe God hates. “Hate” in 

ancient Hebrew could have been seen 

as pictured from the thorn and seed. 

The things that someone hates are 

those things that cause one pain. In 

our language today it is a much 

stronger emotion related to disgust 

and abandonment.  

 



The word hate is filled with so much 

pain, if God is love, then how can 

God hate? 

 

Where hate comes up in the Hebrew 

Bible, hate is more about turning from 

something that causes pain. It comes 

up in the Hebrew bible when God 

says that he hates Esau.  Bible 

scholars understand that passage to 

mean that Esau caused God pain in 

what he did by giving up his first-born 

rights for a bowl of stew. 

 

 

Sin in Hebrew is “chata” and in Greek 

it is “hartia.” They mean: to stray 

from the path or to miss the mark. It 

means to do something we shouldn’t 

or don’t do something we should do.  

 

The beginning: Love. Stop there. 

“The sinner” isn’t needed. We all sin. 

SO, it’s all of us. When we begin just 

referring to one another as sinners, it’s 

like that is the most important part of 

who we are. Yes, we are all sinners, 

but I am not going to let that define 

me. I am a sinner, but I am also a 

mother, a child, an aunt, a wife. I am a 

child of God. I am a member of the 

community of Vistancia. I am a 

taxpayer, a citizen of the U.S. I am a 

book lover and garden lover. I am a 

low-key, mostly flexible person. 

There is so much we can identify 

ourselves as. The most negative of 

which is sinner. When we identify 

each other first and foremost as 

“sinner”, then we do not see the other 

beautiful ways that God is working in 

one another’s lives to bring light and 

love.  

 

After the humbling message of who 

was justified in their prayer, Luke 

writes about an encounter Jesus and 

the disciples had with children. 

Children were dirty, not worth much 

in value as children. Yet, Jesus 

showed, in this instance, a preference 

for the children. Let the children come 

to me. “Those who do not receive the 

Kingdom of God as a child will never 

enter it.”    

 

How can we be children? Perhaps, 

instead of a big letter “S” on us for 

“sinner” we should have a big letter S 

for “child of God.” 

 

Finally, Adam Hamilton in his book 

Half Truths says this: “If Jesus 

commanded his disciples to love the 

sinner, they would begin looking at 

other people more as sinners than as 

neighbors. And that would lead to 

judgement. And we already know 

how Jesus felt about judgment.” 

 

Yes, there is sin in the world. When 

that sin is inflicted on others, bringing 

harm to them, we must, in the words 

of the Proverbs, “Speak out on behalf 

of the voiceless, and the the rights of 

all who are vulnerable.” (Proverbs 

31:8) We’re to be painfully aware of 

our own sin and regularly invite God 



to transform us, heal us, and forgive 

us. We’re also to recognize that we 

may not see clearly how God sees, 

nor understand fully how God 

understands. What we see clearly, and 

what is unmistakable regarding God’s 

will is that we love.  

The truth in “love the sinner, hate the 

sin” stops with the first word. Love. 

Let’s love one another and strive to 

lay aside our own sin, while 

demonstrating humility and grace 

towards others.  

 
 


