
Scripture: Romans 8:26-39 

Title: Like Peanut Butter and Jelly 

 

Don’t you just love a great PB and J 

sandwich? Peanut butter and 

strawberry or even grape jelly...There 

is nothing that goes better together. 

Except maybe chocolate and peanut 

butter...or carrots, celery and ranch! 

Those are amazing together!  What 

do you think go great together? 

What are the best combinations? 
 

 

We can all think about those things 

that go great together. Sometimes 

even those things that go great 

together are not food or drink items. 

Sometimes they are situations. A 

rainy day and a good book. Coffee/tea 

and a friend. Sometimes I go to my 

social media just to see what people 

are enjoying. I was recently scrolling 

through looking at my friends’ latest 

activities and I saw a friend who had 

posted this long defense of practicing 

Christianity - you might have seen it.  

 

 

It begins, “As Christianity gets 

attacked during this pandemic I want 

to say something about the spirituality 

debate. You don't believe in God? 

Fine. Why is it so important for many 

of you to mock those of us that 

do? ... And it ends with “His name is 

JESUS. If you're not ashamed, copy 

& paste. !!!!AMEN!!!!!” 

 My good friend posted this, and so 

have some of my family members. 

And perhaps you have too. It is a 

passionate statement about what 

people perceive as a war on religion 

(or a war on Christianity in the US.) 

While I understand worldwide 

Christians are being persecuted for 

their practice and faith, it is hard for 

me to see this war here in America 

now. Perhaps it isn’t in my little 

bubble of the world. My biggest 

thought when I read this post that is 

getting passed along is:  God is yet 

working in the lives of people who 

deny God. It is called prevenient 

grace. God is always working in our 

lives and the lives of people all over 

the world in ways seen and unseen. 

To me this “chain letter” separates us 

from the people for whom God is still 

working (like us)...it divides us based 

on a religious war we think is 

happening. I still believe there is 

darkness in the world, but perhaps 

darkness comes even through us when 

we make defensive statements like 

“God is only for us.”  

 

 

It can be easy to move into that way 

of thinking when we read our 

scripture today. In verses 31 and 32 it 

says “If God is for us, who is against 

us? He who did not withhold his own 

Son, but gave him up for all of us.” 

Why are we inclined, why do we want 

to judge who is “us” in this statement? 

What if "us", was all of us, the whole 

world, then the statement "if God is 

for US then who is against us?" would 



mean "because God is for all of us, 

there is no one left to be against us!  

In verse 37 It reads, we are more than 

conquerors. It is my belief that this 

verse needs quite a bit of help in 

understanding it. It has been made 

popular by worship music. 

Conqueror, in Greek, is hypernikao. It 

means: more than a win, a winner 

before the race is even run.  

It means to me that we already have 

confidence in God and in us, what do 

we have to prove to anyone?  

Or--- if we looked deeply at this 

passage we would admit that perhaps 

we have been conquerors and God is 

calling us to be more than that, move 

on from that way of thinking.  We 

would have to identify where we have 

been complicit in not honoring 

another person, or loving them as the 

neighbors God tells us to love.   

 

                                              

Or perhaps we have always looked 

aspirationally at being a conqueror, a 

winner, better than everyone else. 

And God is calling us into a way of 

thinking where God is on all of our 

sides. 

 

 

My daughter and I recently were in 

the pool and she asked if we could 

race. I was a little easy on her at the 

beginning, I let her win 2 races, and 

then I wanted to push myself. So the 

next 3 races I did my almost best. She 

looked at me and said, “I wish you 

were not such a good swimmer. I 

wish I could beat you." I asked her, 

“Why? Why can’t it be okay if 

someone else wins?? Why can’t we 

grow over time and push ourselves to 

be better than we were before? Why 

do we always have to win?" She’s 6, 

so she shrugged her shoulders, gave 

me a hug and swam off to do what she 

is really good at, which is play 

barnacle, where she and her brother 

cling onto Dad and he tries to get 

them off.  

 

 

Why do we always have to win? 

Perhaps God wants us to move on 

from that kind of thinking. 

The gospel is full of Jesus telling us 

that winning is not the point. The 

disciples ask who is the greatest? 

Jesus reminds us that the last shall be 

first and the first shall be last.  

We learn through Jesus, through the 

gospels that placing ourselves as 

conquerors should not be the goal, but 

we should aspire for something more.  

 

 

I was reminded this week that “The 

intimacy and mindfulness of God is a 

relational theme Paul shares with the 

psalmists. We could imagine that Paul 

is saying “We are predestined for 

God’s love.” The highest good for 

humanity is to love God, to be 

conformed to Christ, and to be loved 

by God.  “Like an able lawyer 

summing up in front to the jury during 

a high stakes trial, he speaks with 

confidence...offering a picture of a 



loving and gracious God that no force 

calamity can defeat.” 

Perhaps, we are being taught 

“Whatever makes us feel condemned 

or alienated is itself rejected. 

Whatever makes us condemn others is 

likewise rejected. Nothing can 

separate us from the love of God.  

 

 

Having this confidence means we do 

not need to judge others. In verse 34, 

it says who is to condemn? Jesus has 

died, was raised and sits at the right 

hand of God and intercedes for us. 

While the first impression would be, 

again to, confirm that those who love 

God should not worry about their 

relationship or stance with God, we 

are good. Second glance would 

remind us that we too should not 

judge others because it is God through 

Jesus who is there to intercede. We 

should bring justice and mercy to 

others as we believe God would, but 

judgment is not for us to deal out.  

Verses 35, 38 and 39 are the 

scriptures that are read most at 

funerals. They bring comfort when we 

think of our loved ones, that death 

will not come between us (or our 

loved ones) and God and that is 

reassuring. More than death, the other 

events that the scripture mentions are 

as important: hardship, distress, 

persecution, famine, nakedness, peril 

or sword, death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God. 

 

 

Paul wrote this letter to the Gentiles in 

Rome while in Corinth. He was 

writing in a different time. 

Persecution was far more a daily 

occurrence than day to day life here in 

America. But even if you disagree, we 

need to be confident in God’s love for 

us to the point that we do not need to 

defend ourselves to those who claim 

otherwise. 

 

 

Bagels and lox, maraschino cherries 

and Sprite, and all other sorts of 

things make for great 

combinations.  The greatest 

combination is us and God. We are 

better together. William Barclay says 

it this way, “In life we live with 

Christ; in death we die with him; and 

because we die with him, we also rise 

with him. Death, so far from being 

separation, it is only a step into his 

nearer presence.” And if death cannot 

keep us from God, then nothing can. 

We can be confident in that. Praise be 

to God. Amen. 
 


