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There is an Aesop’s fable about an ant 

and a grasshopper. In the story, the 

ant works hard gathering food for the 

winter while the grasshopper plays 

music. When winter comes, the 

grasshopper has not collected any 

food while the ant has, and the 

grasshopper ends up starving.  

One of my favorite podcasts that keep 

us and the kids occupied is Stories 

Podcasts, and they retell the story 

with the grasshoppers playing games 

instead of playing music and teasing 

the ants that work so hard. When 

winter comes the grasshoppers are at 

the doors of the ants begging for food. 

In this retelling, the ants chastise them 

for not doing more work the rest of 

the year and then they feed the 

grasshoppers and make them shovel 

snow and pile dirt. (Like taking out 

the trash and cleaning the toilets.) 

Then it is said that they learned from 

their mistakes and worked hard the 

next year. I really like this retelling of 

it better. It has more compassion and 

still has a lesson learned. 

 

The event in our scripture lesson 

today is told to us as a parable about 

the kingdom of God. The bridesmaids 

have only one thing to do, to be 

prepared for the arrival of the 

Bridegroom. We are told that some 

are wise, and some are foolish. Why 

are some wise and some foolish? 

Some have come prepared and they 

have plenty of oil, and the others do 

not. They wait too long to get more 

oil and by that time the Bridegroom 

has come, and they are left out of the 

celebration. 

  

I am a believer that there is room for 

anyone God wants to include in the 

Kingdom of God. It is hard for me to 

hear that the door was closed, and the 

foolish bridesmaids were left outside. 

It is hard for me to hear that the wise 

bridesmaids did not have enough to 

share with the foolish ones. As I 

sometimes want to do, I want to re-

write the parable to my own liking 

just as I appreciate the children’s 

Stories Podcast version of the ant and 

the grasshopper over Aesop’s fable. 

However, there is an important lesson 

here with the bridesmaids that goes 

beyond my hopes of heaven. 

  

This story is a cautionary tale for us in 

our lives to think we can live without 

intentionality in this life, thinking our 

salvation is already accounted for. For 

some the threat of losing out, is 

enough motivation to do what needs 

to be done now. The idea is “We 

cannot focus on the endtimes to the 

neglect of this time, this world.”  

The reality is, that those who wrote 

the gospels, and even early followers 

of Christ were waiting for a return of 

Christ that would end the times, and 

they thought it would happen in their 

lifetime. 



“The early Christians had to adjust to 

the reality that Jesus did not return as 

they fully expected and that their 

mission was to wait expectantly, and 

in the meantime live faithfully, 

courageously, hopefully. It is our 

mission still.” 

 

Let’s turn our attention to the 

bridesmaids.  

  

One way to look at the wise versus 

the foolish bridesmaids is to look at it 

from the point of view of who is 

being respectful of the Groom who is 

to come, and who is not? The wise 

maids show respect by being prepared 

and ready. The foolish, even given the 

chance to make things right, show a 

lack of respect by not being prepared. 

The oil in the lamps are a sign of 

hospitality for the groom who is 

coming in the dark, to show him the 

way to the celebration. We show 

respect to our Lord, by being prepared 

and ready to welcome him and others 

into the Kingdom of heaven.   

 

This is a call for us to live our life not 

with a lazy faith, but a prepared, 

aware, full faith ready to share and to 

give to those who seek God as we do.  

I consider myself hard-working. I 

love to do DIY projects. My husband 

and I are working on installing 

shelves into our children’s closets. 

And yet I find our attitude and 

mentality often shifts to, “I will do it 

later” when it comes to regular chores 

like dishes and laundry. Of course, 

then we end up with piles of dishes 

waiting to be cleaned, plus loads of 

laundry waiting to be folded and put 

away. It seems that a later mentality 

only creates more work for us to do.  

 

Allen F. Morgenstern is known for the 

idea to work smarter, not 

harder.  “Morgenstern was an 

industrial engineer, who created a 

work simplification program, with the 

intent to increase production with less 

effort. “ 

https://www.coreimpactcoaching.com

/time-management-dont-work-harder-

work-smarter/  

 

This quote applies to the bridesmaids 

in our parable and it applies to us. It 

was not that some maids were harder 

workers than others, but that some 

were wiser, and the others were more 

foolish. When we apply the “I will do 

it later” mentality to our faith, we 

become foolish like the foolish 

bridesmaids. We must be smart in our 

decisions. We must be Jesus-smart 

and hold up the priorities that Jesus 

did. Jesus made room for sinners, 

children, widows, ill. They may have 

been cast outs in society, but Jesus 

made them feel welcome in his 

lifetime. We must also be urgent in 

our care for others.   

 

The Bridesmaids were Jesus-smart. 

They did not bring a feast to wait, 

they did not bring money or wealth, 

they did not bring jewels, they 
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brought oil. Oil to light their lamps so 

they could light the path.  

 

The Foolish Bridesmaids were just 

that. They did not work Jesus-smart, 

they were lazy in their actions. The 

consequences were that they appeared 

disrespectful to the groom.  

 

Those who are like the wise 

bridesmaids have prepared for the 

coming of the Lord with what Eugene 

Boring calls responsible deeds of 

discipleship, including works of love 

and mercy. They are the wise ones 

who have heard Jesus’ teachings and 

acted on them...Their light shines with 

good works that give glory to God.  

The kingdom of heaven summons us 

to new life, improved commitment, 

casting away of false idols, active in 

waiting in hope, and renewed vigor in 

faith…. Faithful action done now 

prepares us to weather the unexpected 

timing of God…” 

 

When we give ourselves excuses 

about being faithful “later” we are 

being foolish.  

 

When we fail in hospitality to those 

Jesus would welcome, we also are 

being foolish. When we let the vision 

of eternity cloud our responsibilities 

here, we are being foolish.  

  

May you be blessed with a work ethic 

that puts others first and may you not 

grow lazy. 

 Amen.  

 


