
1 
 

Joy and Amazement 

Luke 24:36-49 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our ears and our hearts to your word for 

us today. May we know true joy in your love for us. 

Amen. 

 

 There is a story of one Michael O’Neill of 

Middlesbrough, England who decided to take a last-

minute trip to Australia to visit a friend on June 2, 

2008. The only problem was, he didn’t tell anyone 

his plans. Noticing him missing for a number of days, 

his neighbors called the police who broke down the 

door of his flat only to find it empty and no evidence 

of what happened to Michael. 

 A few weeks later, a death notice appeared in 

the local paper for a Michael O’Neill of 

Middlesbrough and his friends and neighbors were 

deeply grieved. However, it was the notice of a 

different Michael O’Neill. Michael’s friends were 

convinced that Michael was lost to them forever. You 

can imagine the astonishment when one of them 

received a postcard from Michael telling about his 

trip to Australia.  

 When Michael arrived home two months after 

his departure, his friends and neighbors were quite 

stunned and thought they were seeing a ghost. 

Michael told The Daily Telegraph that, “Everywhere 

I go, people I know are grabbing hold of my hand, 

saying, I thought you were dead!” He shared that he 

was weary of people grabbing onto him. 

 Jesus had a similar experience when he 

returned from the dead, except he had not been on 

vacation, the people had seen him die and placed in a 

tomb. People don’t walk out of their tombs! 

 Unlike Michael O’Neill who just took off, 

Jesus had told his disciples where he was going. He 

told them he would die on the cross and in three days 

be raised. However, we know from Luke 18:34 that 

they did not understand. The disciples were surprised 

when the tomb was found empty, the stone rolled 

away.  

 Instead of a postcard sent to a friend, it was the 

angels who explained that Jesus had risen. In 

addition, Jesus himself had appeared to Mary near the 

tomb and again to the disciples walking to Emmaus. 

Mary and these disciples had reported to the others 

that they had seen and talked with Jesus. 

 The disciples must have considered these 

reports the words of people suffering deeply from 

grief. In today’s reading, the disciples and friends are 

together in Jerusalem experiencing the full weight of 

grief and disappointment. They had invested three 

years of their lives with Jesus and believed he was 

the Messiah. Not only was their leader crucified but 

they feared for their own lives. 

 Then, Jesus appeared with them in a locked 

room and simply said, “Peace be with you.” (Luke 
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24:36) Understandably, they thought they were 

seeing a ghost. How else could he appear before them 

without opening the door? They knew he’d died. Yet, 

here he was, and they were frightened. 

 It might be that Michael O’Neill did not 

appreciate people grabbing hold of him, but this was 

not a problem for Jesus. “He said to them, “Why are 

you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 

minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 

myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones, as you see I have.” (Luke 24:38-

39) Uh huh, but people don’t appear inside locked 

rooms either! 

“But they still did not believe it. They were 

amazed and filled with joy.” (Luke 24:41a NIRV) 

They did not believe, yet they were amazed and filled 

with joy. Have you experienced that? 

I was serving on team with the Walk to 

Emmaus on a Sunday morning when I experienced 

my call to ministry. I sensed God speaking to me 

through the morning’s talk. God told me I was to be a 

pastor. I found myself flooded with the wondrous 

feeling of God’s presence, and while terrified by the 

idea, I was filled with joy. While tears streamed 

down my face, I was also grinning from ear to ear. I 

was both disbelieving and joy filled.  

 “[Jesus] said to them, “This is what I told 

you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Luke 24:44) 

Yes, Jesus had told them. But they hadn’t heard. 

After I experienced my call, friends said to me, 

“Didn’t I always say you should be a pastor?” I had 

not heard. The enemy can block our hearing. I can 

relate to the disciples. 

Now the disciples knew joy. This whole 

amazing thing with Jesus had not ended! The love 

they felt for him was not wasted. The possibilities of 

all the best was reopened to them. Their sense of 

mission was back. Jesus was alive! And, being 

resurrected also revealed that they could believe and 

trust in God’s word. Jesus’ death and resurrection 

affirmed all his teaching. This was what they’d been 

called for. The past three years were training for this 

time! Jesus was alive! 

Easter comes every year. Sadly, we can feel 

distant from the feeling of surprise and joy. Yup, we 

know the story. Skip over that part, move on. 

Easter comes and Christians are found arguing 

theological positions or social issues while those who 

don’t believe call us the April fools. Where is the joy 

and the wonder? Where is the awe of forgiveness, of 

a God who wants to reach each of us? Where is the 

excitement in realizing that because Jesus was 

resurrected, we will be too? We can trust God’s 

word.  

Imagine the surprise and wonder at seeing the 

risen Christ. Are we still captivated by the incredible 

claim of the gospel? Are we in awe of God’s love 
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that took Jesus to the cross for us long before we 

were born – yet still for us? Who loves like that?! 

Sometimes we act like Jesus is away on 

vacation. We do things in Jesus’ name. But do we 

expect any real change or result? Are we going 

through the motions of being a follower of Jesus, but 

without any real sense of wonder and awe and 

expectation that Jesus will and does come alongside 

us blessing our efforts? 

When I first began to read daily devotions, I 

read the scriptures I was not familiar with, of which 

there were many. If I looked up a passage and 

realized it was one I knew, I closed my Bible and 

returned to the devotional to read the reflection. I 

didn’t expect to discover anything new in the familiar 

passages. 

Finally, I became convicted of the fact that 

God’s word is living and God’s primary way to speak 

to us is through his word. As I grew as a Christian, 

God could speak to me on new levels – provided I 

bothered to look up the passage and read. And not 

just read but expect God to offer me encouragement, 

wonder, awe, and his wisdom through his word – 

even through passages I know well. What do you 

experience when you read God’s word? Do you 

expect to hear? 

So, did you feel the wonder of Easter? Are you 

astounded each year by the amazing reach of God’s 

love? Is your heart softened once again? Or have you 

become hardened to God’s word to the point that you 

focus more on who is and who isn’t living God’s 

word the way you are, that you miss the joy of your 

risen Savior? 

Jesus reminded his disciples of the scriptures 

from Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms – passages 

that were familiar to them, yet they had not 

recognized their fulfillment. “[Jesus] told them, 

‘This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’” 

(Luke 24:46-48) 

Jesus cuts to the chase. ‘Now that you’ve been 

reminded that I am the Messiah, get on with the call I 

gave you.’ They were to preach repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins to all the nations! Scripture was 

affirmed. 

We are Jesus’ disciples. Do we fulfill our call 

to go out and share about the forgiveness of sins 

through Jesus who makes it possible for each to be 

fully restored with God? Or do we go along our 

merry way figuring that those who will follow Christ 

are and the rest are – well, lost? Do we see them as 

dead in the sins of this world? Or do we live into the 

promise that just as Christ could and did save each of 

us who chooses him, Christ offers new life to those 

who don’t yet know him? 

How are people to know if we don’t fulfill our 

call to preach forgiveness in Jesus’ name? 
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Did Jesus say, "Go into all the world and 

discuss the gospel?" 

Did Jesus say, "Go into all the world and 

develop programs for the gospel?" 

Did Jesus say, "Go into all the world and do 

committee work for the gospel?" 

Did Jesus say, "Go into all the world and 

conference about the gospel?" 

No! 

Jesus said: "Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel.” 

Jesus said: "Go into all the world and teach the 

gospel." 

Here’s the thing – if we don’t find joy and 

wonder and awe in the living word of God – in the 

knowledge that Christ paid the penalty for our sins 

and is resurrected guaranteeing we who choose him 

are forgiven and will also be resurrected – then we 

are unlikely to get excited about sharing the gospel. 

The first disciples were joy filled when the 

risen Christ appeared to them in the locked room. 

They cared about sharing the good news. They 

wanted to spread the Word. It is because of their 

boldness that we know the good news today! 

On Tuesday evenings, beginning this week, I 

am offering the Alpha Course at my house. It is a 

great course for all to get in touch again with the core 

values of the Christian faith, as well as learning 

simple ways to share these values. It is also a great 

course to invite a friend who might be asking 

questions about Christianity. It includes a focus on 

the Holy Spirit – the one who gives us God’s power 

to fulfill our call. Pray about joining in at my home! 

It is said that Christianity is only one 

generation away from ceasing. It takes each 

generation to take up God’s commission and joyfully 

share God’s amazing gift of Jesus – crucified, died, 

and resurrected so we can repent and receive 

forgiveness in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Don’t miss the last verse of today’s reading. “I 

am going to send you what my Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 

God keeps providing. We receive the power of the 

Holy Spirit to fulfill our call. We don’t do it alone! 

This is a sneak peak of our celebration of the gift of 

the Holy Spirit celebrated in the book of Acts. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we let the ‘worries’ of the 

world steal our joy and amazement at your love for 

us. Let our joy overflow! May we be in awe once 

again of your love revealed in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus that we who follow him know 

complete forgiveness. May we joyfully share this gift 

of your grace. Amen. 
 


