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Let us pray 

Lord, may my words be from you. If I write 

anything that is not of you, let it not be received. 

Amen. 

 

 Do you remember the word “hi-fi”? It is a 

word from the 1950’s to describe records, you 

know, those vinyl round things we played on 

stereo equipment. The goal was that the needle 

working the grooves in the record would render the 

true sound intended by the artist.  

 We don’t hear the term “hi-fi” much today. 

Vinyl records are making an unexpected 

comeback, but people are more likely to look for 

music delivered instantly, wirelessly, and digitally 

via “Wi-Fi” connection. Wi-Fi delivers sound 

through radio waves. 

Is it possible that the term “Wi-Fi” will 

become as little known as hi-fi? Scientists and tech 

experts are always looking for ways to make the 

flow of information even faster. More recently, 

they are exploring information transmitted at the 

speed of light. 

 This new technology is called “Li-Fi”. It is a 

way of receiving information via pulsating light 

that turns on and off faster than the human eye can 

perceive it. In a Li-Fi environment, the room is 

equipped with overhead lighting that features fast 

flickering LED bulbs that transmit data as fast as 

224 gigabits per second. In a real-life test in 

Estonia, they received data at one gigabit per 

second which is 100 times faster than Wi-Fi. The 

future may bring wireless fiber-optic network that 

makes high speed look like the old dial-up. 

 Here’s the thing, while Li-Fi is looking 

promising for our Internet-dependent world, it will 

still deliver the old World Wide Web. We still 

have to sort through all the data, no matter the 

speed, to figure out what is true and useful. Just 

because data comes to us at amazing speed doesn’t 

mean it is reliable, safe, or even appropriate 

information. 

 No matter how fast the information gets 

delivered, we still must consider the source of the 

information. 

 The apostle Paul, when writing to the people 

of Colossae, didn’t need to worry about the impact 

of internet information. Yet, he was still 

concerned. His letter is a reminder to consider the 

source of their information – and this applies to us 

as well. Paul wanted the people to be light-fi, or 
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Li-Fi people who bask in the light of God through 

Jesus. 

 Paul had not personally visited the church at 

Colossae, but he’d heard that some false teachers 

were questioning the truth of Christ as the source 

of life and salvation. People question that today as 

well. Paul wrote to remind them, and us because 

the Bible is our guide as followers of Jesus, to 

continue to live in the light of Jesus, the source of 

our life, faith, and salvation. “So then, just as you 

received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 

your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, 

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 

and overflowing with thankfulness.” (Colossians 

2:6-7) Truth that leads to the fulness of life begins 

with Christ! 

 Paul wrote to warn the church about false 

teaching. “See to it that no one takes you captive 

through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 

which depends on human tradition and the 

elemental spiritual forces of this world rather 

than on Christ.” (v 8) It appears that the people 

had begun to look back on their former lives, just 

as the Israelites had long ago in the wilderness. 

Perhaps their former way of life looked easier, 

certainly more in line with their peers who were 

not following Christ. Perhaps false teachers were 

encouraging them to embrace whatever ‘felt good’ 

much like today. These hollow and deceptive 

philosophies existed in Greco-Roman time as they 

do now. And with the Internet, the speed and 

extreme reach of these ideas today is alarming. We 

too are often deceived by false teaching and false 

information. 

 Paul reminded the people that in Christ we 

are brought to fullness. He did not want them 

second guessing their reliance on Christ alone. 

And he reasserted again, as we looked at last week 

in chapter one, that Jesus is the head over every 

power and authority, "the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of creation ... [through whom] 

... all things have been created ... He himself is 

before all things ... the head of the body, the 

church ... For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell ..." (1:15-20). 

When we are uncertain about the source of 

information, let’s first hold it up to the light of 

Jesus for evaluation. Let’s look at the example of 

the person of Jesus. Jesus embodies God and we 

are to embody him in our lives. 

 Paul wrote that in Christ we were 

circumcised. He explained that this was not a 

circumcision done by human hands. Paul was 

referring to a spiritual circumcision. In Christ we 

are cut off from the worldly ‘flesh,’ or sinful 

nature, that once ruled us. We cut off the unhealthy 

and unproductive and unclean parts of our old lives 
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to be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus, 

cleansed and forgiven and made new. 

Paul put it this way, “Your whole self ruled 

by the flesh was put off when you were 

circumcised by Christ, having been buried with 

him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through your faith in the working of 

God, who raised him from the dead.” (v 11-12) 

In our liturgy for the Sacrament of Baptism, 

we proclaim that we are given new birth through 

the water and the Spirit as a gift from God. We ask 

in the blessing over the water for the Holy Spirit to 

wash away our sin as we die to self, that old sinful 

nature, and to cloth us in the righteousness of 

Christ and to raise us with Christ. God made us 

alive again in Christ and forgave us our sins and 

erased them for all time. God took the old 

indebtedness for our wrongdoings, “nailing it to 

the cross.” (v 14) 

Jesus triumphed over all evil and all 

falsehood in his sacrificial death and resurrection 

on our behalf (v 15). Jesus is the light of the world, 

the source of light itself. Jesus is the light through 

which we are to view our world. Only by viewing 

the vast information readily available to us in the 

light of Christ can we know what is good and right 

and pleasing in God’s eyes. In this light, the stuff 

of the world is placed in clear perspective.  

Information is coming at us literally at light 

speed. It is important that we slow down and tune 

into the Holy Spirit, seeking guidance and godly 

wisdom. We need to spend time soaking in the 

light of Jesus and allow his light to push back 

falsehoods. We need to live every day with Jesus 

as our model and guide. 

As we claim Jesus as the source of our life, 

our faith, and our salvation, let us remember our 

baptism, dying to worldly stuff and being raised in 

the light of Christ. Our baptism is a one-time act. 

What happens to us in baptism is more about what 

God does than about what we do. We do not need 

to be re-baptized. 

However, it is good to remember our 

baptism, as in remember what God accomplished 

in our baptism. Most of us were baptized too 

young to remember the event. Many were baptized 

as crying or squirming babies. 

Today, you are invited to be anointed once 

again with the baptismal waters and to remember 

the significance of the sacrament of baptism. It 

may be that your parents took the baptismal vows 

on your behalf. Today you can make the baptismal 

vows your own. 

I also know that many adults were never 

baptized. Sometimes people express to me that it is 

somehow embarrassing to mention it. It shouldn’t 

be. Many parents chose to have their children wait 
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and then, circumstances, etc., drew them away 

from church or as teenagers they didn’t feel it was 

important. And other adults were never raised in 

church in the first place and so were never 

baptized. 

If this is you, I encourage you to come 

forward today, let us know, and receive a blessing. 

Then I invite you to pray about baptism and 

contact me to talk more about it. Then be baptized 

on another Sunday. Baptism is an outward sign of 

saying, “Yes, I accept the gift of Christ and 

salvation.” You are symbolically washed clean, 

dying to sin, and being raised into the light of 

Christ. We invite the Holy Spirit to work within 

us, helping us grow more as faithful disciples of 

Jesus. 

Baptism is a holy sacrament and a gift from 

God who grants us new birth through water and 

the Holy Spirit. I encourage you, if you have been 

baptized, celebrate a remembrance of baptism 

today. If you have not been baptized, receive a 

blessing and pray about being baptized.  

Let’s discern what is of God and what is not 

by holding all the information coming at us to the 

light of Jesus. “So then, just as you received 

Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened 

in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness.” (v 6) 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we have been spiritually buried with you and 

raised with you in your light. Help us to view all 

things in your light and be led by you. Amen. 

 

 

 


