
1 
 

Inner Treasure 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you. Come and speak to us. 

Open our ears to hear your Word for us. If I write 

anything that is not of you, let it not be received. 

Amen. 

 

 Some of you remember the thick bottomed, 

green-glass Coke-Cola bottles of the 20th century. 

The refreshing drink was enjoyed, and the bottle 

was tossed into the trash. Drain it, discard it, and 

forget it. 

 The glass bottle gave way to the clear plastic 

bottles now used for many different soft drinks and 

packaged water. We in the desert especially 

appreciate the refreshing pure water from the 

bottle on a hot day. It is somewhat ironic that on 

the day of our 6K Walk for Water, we went 

through many bottles of water. We enjoyed our 

sips while ‘experiencing’ what a 6K walk is for 

women and children who walk for water daily. Of 

course, we did the walk without actually carrying 

quantities of water any larger than our plastic 

water bottle of nice clean water. 

 However, like the old glass Coke bottle, we 

too drain our plastic bottle, discard it (hopefully in 

recycling), and forget about it. Now millions of 

discarded plastic water bottles are bobbing around 

in the world’s oceans. Captain Charles Moore is 

credited with discovering the Great Pacific 

Garbage Patch, a huge floating raft of millions of 

discarded plastic items. This patch is a huge 

danger to marine life and is a hazard to navigation. 

 About this slowly-rotating mass of waste, 

Captain Moore observed, “As I gazed from the 

deck at the surface of what ought to have been a 

pristine ocean, I was confronted, as far as the eye 

could see, with the sight of plastic. It seemed 

unbelievable, but I never found a clear spot. In the 

week it took to cross the subtropical high, no 

matter what time of day I looked, plastic debris 

was floating everywhere: bottles, bottle caps, 

wrappers, fragments.” 

 We value the contents and the convenience, 

but not the containers. 

 In today’s scripture reading, the Apostle 

Paul referred to jars of clay. He was referring to 

the earthen pots known as amphorae. They were as 

numerous as today’s plastic bottles. Paul wrote that 

our bodies are like the clay pots. 

What we hold determines the 

value. We hold treasure. 

The amphorae of Paul’s day 

were two handled clay jars used 

by Greek and Roman merchants to 
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transport wine. Most were made simply of red 

clay. When full, the jars weighed around 100 

pounds. Sailors could stack them by the dozens in 

the holds of ships, running ropes through the twin 

handles to stabilize them in rough seas. 

Once the amphorae of wine were delivered 

to their destination and the wine consumed, the 

jars had no further value. It wasn’t economical to 

ship the empties back to their point of origin. It 

was cheaper to simply make more. The people of 

Rome smashed them and piled them in a hill near 

the River Tiber. The hill is more than 100 feet high 

and nearly a kilometer in circumference composed 

of the fragments of 53 million amphorae. 

Whether clay, glass, or polyethylene, the 

empty containers are of little interest to us. It’s the 

contents that leads us to purchase them. 

Paul was writing to the church at Corinth, a 

major shipping port. The wharves of Corinth’s 

harbor were probably stacked high with hundreds 

of amphorae waiting to be loaded onto ships. It is 

likely this image that prompted Paul’s use of the 

clay jars in his letter. It was a visual image the 

people would know and could relate to. 

Paul wanted the Corinthians, and us, to 

understand that God uses the ordinary for the 

extraordinary. Apparently, Paul and his fellow 

evangelists were being accused of drawing 

attention to themselves for personal acclamation. 

Paul wanted to make clear that the focus is Jesus. 

“For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus 

Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants 

for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Cor. 4:5) Don’t see my 

preaching as cause for adulation, he was writing, 

see us as lowly servants, servants for you, for the 

sake of Jesus. 

The Bible warns about false teachers and 

certainly those whose goal is fame and notoriety or 

personal agendas, should be suspect. As the Bible 

instructs, you in the congregation need to assess if 

the teaching you receive is Holy Spirit led and 

faithful to God’s message. 

Paul wasn’t seeking fame. It is Jesus he 

wanted the people to adore. Give the glory to 

Christ, he writes. Pay no attention to us. Praise and 

attention belong to Jesus. To bring home the 

message, Paul compared their bodies to the 

amphorae, the clay jars. “But we have this 

treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-

surpassing power is from God and not from 

us.” (2 Cor. 4:7) 

God uses ordinary people to carry the divine 

truth of God’s love and mercy and grace to all the 

people. Paul wants them to see him as merely a 

container, a clay jar. He doesn’t want the attention 

on himself. He wants them to focus on the one he 

was telling them about, Jesus the Christ. 
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In the story the 

Wizard of Oz, 

Dorothy, the tin man, 

scarecrow, cowardly 

lion, and Toto the dog 

stand before the 

blazing fire as the Wizard’s voice booms causing 

all to quake. Toto pulls back the curtain to reveal 

an old man operating the controls for the fire and 

the booming voice. When he sees that he has been 

spotted, he says into the microphone, “Pay no 

attention to the man behind the curtain,” and he 

resumes his efforts to terrify them. 

He was the lowly vessel who had the means 

to transport Dorothy back to Kansas. Within his 

unlikely appearance was the scientific knowledge 

and know how to take Dorothy home. His outward 

appearance was so very ordinary that it was 

difficult for Dorothy to believe he was the ‘all 

powerful Oz’ she’d been sent to find. It was not his 

appearance that mattered. It was the information he 

held that she needed. 

In similar fashion, the outward appearance 

of Paul was simply his earthen vessel. Appearance 

wasn’t want mattered. What was important was the 

message of the good news of a Savior, of the risen 

Christ. That is what they needed to hear and 

understand! 

The ironic thing is that we are well schooled 

in our society to esteem status and looks and 

wealth. We tend to put more emphasis on the 

outward appearance then on our purpose for God. 

Yet God invites us to consider the message we 

carry of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as 

of much greater importance. God works through 

our fragile clay jars to reveal the glory and grace of 

Jesus.  

We need to ask ourselves, does our service 

and the message we share point people to Jesus or 

back to ourselves? Are we truly serving him or 

serving our own image? 

There is another benefit to carrying the glory 

of God within us. God strengthens us. Our earthly 

vessels are incredibly resilient. “We are hard 

pressed on every side, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 

not abandoned; struck down, but not 

destroyed.” (2 Cor. 4:8-9) 

Ok, I admit it doesn’t always feel like that. 

We feel crushed and in despair and alone. 

However, something in us keeps us going. 

Somehow, we face the next day and the next. We 

find we do have the strength for each day and the 

perseverance to work through the challenges. God 

truly does give us our daily bread, just what we 

need for the day. God’s blessings are new every 

morning and we find that God gets us through the 
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stormy times of life. With God in us, we may be 

afflicted by the stuff of the world, but we are not 

crushed. 

When we come through on the other side of 

our challenges, we find even more reason to 

proclaim God’s glory. In hindsight, we recognize it 

is God who got us through. We know it was God 

who led our decision making. We know it was 

God’s comfort that uplifted us. We know that it is 

God’s strength we can rely on. 

No, none of this is about us, as Paul 

proclaimed. Oh, we might want to make it all 

about us and claim the glory. But, the truth is, our 

power comes from God and He is the one to be 

glorified. 

Look around you. You are surrounded by 

ordinary clay vessels, yet, within this room in 

inestimable treasure. Within each of us is the glory 

of God because of Jesus’ redeeming work in our 

lives. Within each of us is the presence of the Holy 

Spirit revealing God’s unending love. Within us 

are the gifts God granted each of us to bring glory 

to him. 

Look around you! You are surrounded with 

great wealth of goodness, and potential, and 

promise of a much better world, a world where our 

lives point people to healing and wholeness in 

Jesus! 

Do you see your ordinary self as filled with 

God’s divine self? If you’ve chosen Jesus as your 

Savior, the Holy Spirit lives within you! Do you 

tap into his power? If not, you’re missing out on an 

amazing gift and you are missing out on being all 

that God created you to be. 

Our ministry, both as the church and as 

individuals, is an extension of Jesus’ ministry. At 

least, it is supposed to be. Jesus commissioned us 

to carry on all that he did. With our God-given, 

God-ordained gifts, we, even as mere mortal 

beings, have an awesome message to share and a 

great ministry to take part in. What can be more 

amazing than sharing Jesus in a world that yearns 

for his holy touch? 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we forget who we are with 

you, when we forget we house the Holy Spirit 

within us. Help us see what God can do working in 

and through our ‘clay jars.’ May we not limit our 

mission by underestimating the power of you 

within us to do more than we think. Amen. 

 

 


