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In the Power of the Holy Spirit 

Acts 1:8, 2:1-4, 42-47 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us Pray 

Holy Spirit come. Open our hearts to you and your 

best for us. Amen. 

 

Thomas Jefferson is said to have taken a 

penknife and cut most of the miracle stories out of 

the Bible, leaving only the teachings of Jesus. He 

included the empty tomb but cut out the 

resurrection. What was left, Jefferson entitled, 

“The Philosophy of Jesus of Nazareth.” 

What Jefferson did to the Bible with a 

penknife, many of today’s Christians have done 

with their own lives. We have managed to 

surgically remove the supernatural from the 

experience of Jesus. 

However, if we want God’s Kingdom to 

come on earth as is it in heaven, we need to openly 

and boldly acknowledge our supernatural God 

whose resurrection of Jesus leads those who follow 

him to the power of God. Our call is to receive the 

power and authority offered us by Christ himself 

and that includes the Holy Spirit. - By Carolyn 

Moore, “What Does it Look Like When Wesleyans 

Embrace Supernatural Ministry?” April 14, 2019.  

Jesus’ last words to his followers before 

being taken up into heaven were, “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. For John baptized with water, but in a 

few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit…You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 

1:4b-5,8) 

Jesus promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to 

those who choose to follow him. This is the 

counselor Jesus promised God would send when 

Jesus no longer walked among the disciples. This 

is the guide, the mentor, the one who prompts us to 

remember Christ’s teaching. And when we do, 

amazing things can and do happen. 

The disciples waited in Jerusalem for this 

gift. They waited behind locked doors and in fear. 

These were the disciples who walked with Jesus, 

learned from him directly, saw his amazing 

miracles, and then watched it all come apart when 

Jesus was condemned to death and hung on the 

cross. Jesus returned to them affirming the 

resurrection. Yet, now they waited fearing arrest or 

worse. 

The new church, the church God wanted to 

carry the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
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the ends of the earth, was silent. The church had no 

voice. 

Then the gift of the Father came in a sound 

like the rushing wind and included great visuals of 

tongues of flames. “All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” (Acts. 2:4) 

The silence of the church was broken. They began 

to speak. And God prepared them to speak the 

languages of the many people gathered for the 

Jewish Feast of Weeks held fifty days after 

Passover. (We now celebrate Pentecost 50 days 

after Easter.) 

All these Jewish people heard the good news 

of Jesus, proclaimed in their own languages by this 

crew of, previously, bumbling, stuttering, 

questioning followers of Jesus. The disciples 

hadn’t understood the resurrection, but now could 

explain it. They were suddenly able to make clear 

the message of God’s love sent to reconcile the 

world through the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus. That’s the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The silence of the church was broken. With 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, these founders of the 

Christian church found their voices. They spoke 

openly about the power of God, the teaching and 

miracles of Jesus. Many who heard their words 

chose to follow Jesus and they were baptized. 

About 3,000 persons were added to the Christian 

community that one day.  

The Holy Spirit has the power to transform 

lives. The problem is, we don’t believe it, or we try 

to surgically remove the supernatural from our 

faith by ignoring it. We hide behind locked doors 

with our lips tightly zipped, remaining mute.  

People, we are supposed to be the voice of 

the church! 

A recent Barna survey found that only seven 

percent of Americans today say they talk about 

spiritual matters regularly. 7 percent! What if only 

7 percent of the apostles had spoken up? The day 

of Pentecost might had been a dud. 

Ok, the 7 percent in the Barna study was a 

cross section of churchgoers and those who don’t 

worship. Surely, the numbers are better when we 

look at the response of Christians, right? Only 13 

percent of practicing Christians who attend church 

regularly indicated they have spiritual 

conversations with others about once a week. 13 

percent. 

Why is that? Why do we struggle to simply 

speak about our faith and what it means to us? You 

don’t have to be able to quote scripture to say what 

God means to you. Do you fear laughter or 

arguments? Barna research reveals that 

nonbelievers express that they wish someone 
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would share with them. They may not agree with 

you, but they want to hear what you believe. 

Video – (A waitress shares her desire, need, 

want for Christians she hears talking about their 

churches, the great messages, the change from life 

to death, to share with her and her hurt that they 

don’t.) 

If our faith is important to us, we need to 

learn to speak about it. People need to hear. Just as 

the Holy Spirit empowered the first followers, he 

will empower us. Just ask, and then be bold and 

speak the words that come to mind. 

Two weeks ago, I challenged you to write 

up, to prepare, a simple statement you could use if 

someone asked you what you believe, or why you 

go to church, or what your church believes. Last 

week I asked how many of you had, and I didn’t 

see hands raised. 

Prepare yourself, so you aren’t caught off 

guard. Why do you come to church? Why is your 

faith important to you? Call on God’s Spirit to help 

you. A simple, “Holy Spirit, please give me the 

right words,” is all you need. God is waiting and 

ready to help! 

Consider your choice of words.  

A priest and a pastor from two local 

churches were standing by the side of the road 

holding up a sign that read, “The End Is Near! 

Turn yourself around before it’s too late!” They 

planned to hold up the sign to each passing car. 

The first driver sped by and yelled, “Leave 

us alone you religious nuts!” From around the 

curve they heard screeching tires and a big splash. 

“Do you think,” said one clergyman to the 

other, “we should change the sign to just say, 

‘Bridge Out’?” 

They failed to communicate because they 

were using Christian-ease. The bridge was out! 

Say that.  

Using language like, “I felt called…” might 

sound like your phone vibrated in your pocket! 

Suggesting someone could be healed “by the blood 

of the lamb,” sounds like a cult remedy.  

Ever had an investment planner, or plumber, 

or a computer person tell you something and you 

wished they’d speak plain English? Don’t use 

words and terms that are only known by ‘insiders.’ 

Next, stick with the values Jesus taught and 

avoid dogma. Speak about being part of God’s 

family. Being part of a close family is something 

people long for and want for their loved ones. 

Speak about God shaping your actions, decisions, 

your attitudes and values. Speak about God’s 

genuine lasting love. Speak about finding hope and 

joy and comfort even in tough situations. Speak 

about why you no longer do or say things you once 

did and why. Share how you love to be part of 



4 
 

helping others like we did in the water walk. Tell 

them you believe God wants to help us be the best 

we can be. 

You’ve heard my testimony. My father had 

left. I had no earthly father and then I learned 

through my friend that God wanted to be my 

heavenly father. God loved me. And I found joy 

and self-worth when I recognized God cared about 

me. That’s it. That’s my testimony. No one can 

take it from me or argue it. 

Jonathan Merritt has discovered that 

language about Christian values has declined. 

‘Spose that’s because we’ve zipped our lips shut? 

Since the early 20th century, compassion words 

like “kindness” have dropped 56 percent and 

gratitude words like “thankfulness” have declined 

by 49 percent. When people stop using words like 

these, our whole culture suffers. Aren’t these 

words we would use if we shared our faith? 

This is Pentecost. It is the day the church 

began to speak. It is the day the disciples shared 

the good news of Jesus without Christian-ease, but 

with clear words about what it means to be loved 

by God and led by God. We know it is the Holy 

Spirit who motivated and enabled the first 

followers to speak boldly and the Holy Spirit does 

the same for us, when we let him. 

When we speak of love, kindness, hope, 

forgiveness, and thankfulness, and back our words 

with actions, people get the message. That’s what 

the disciples did and we exist as a church today 

because of it. “They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 

filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles.” (Acts 2:42-43) 

We can do this in the power of the Holy 

Spirit! It’s time for the church to speak! 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, fill us with your Spirit and grant us the 

boldness to respond to His leading and 

empowering. May we boldly share our faith. 

Thank you, Lord. Amen. 


