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Have you ever been in deep darkness? 

Where you could not see your hand in 

front of your face? Where you could 

not tell what was close or far away? It 

is in this kind of deep darkness that 

any light at all seems bright. One time 

I was on a retreat, and I decided I 

wanted to go for a walk at night. 

There was a labyrinth nearby, which 

is a spiritual tool you can walk to 

meditate and grow closer to God. It is 

not a maze where you can get lost. I 

went out using my phone light, and 

decided once I was at the labyrinth, I 

would turn my light off. I was 

hesitant. It was really dark out there. 

But I did it anyway. It took my eyes a 

little to get adjusted. Then I started 

walking using the dim outline of the 

river stones that lined the labyrinth as 

my guide. By the time I got to the 

center, I looked bravely around me. I 

could see houselights on from more 

than a mile away. I could see cars 

driving on road a ways away. I could 

see lights that I normally wouldn’t 

see. I could see the moon. It was a 

sliver, but it still reflected light. And 

looking at myself, even I reflected a 

little of that light in the dark.  

 

Light is one of the themes we find in 

our scripture today. Light is given as 

an explanation of who Logos is. Have 

you ever heard of Logos? It is 

different from logo, or the brand name 

on apparel, furniture, or cars.  

 

Logos is Greek for “Word”. We hear 

Logos when we read “The Word was 

with God and the Word was God.” 

This Word is Logos.   

 

The term logos did not originate here 

in the gospel of John. Feasting on the 

word, a compilation of commentaries 

tells us, “The term logos had a long 

and storied history before it appeared 

in the 4th gospel. It was a term used 

by Stoics to refer to the principle of 

reason that governs the universe, 

while Philo spoke of its creative 

power (named God) and its royal 

power (named Lord). The rabbis 

related logos to Torah, and logos also 

became associated with wisdom 

(“Sophia” in Greek and “hokma” in 

Hebrew).” 

 

So, what and who is logos? 

John chapter 1 tells us that Logos was 

with God in the beginning and was 

also God. That logos was present in 

the creating of the world. It reads that 

logos was/is life, and the life was/is 

the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. (We 

will hear this again later in the gospel 

of John, chapter 8 when Jesus tells the 

people at a religious festival, “I am 

the light of the world. Whoever 

follows me will never walk in 

darkness but will have the light of 



life.” There are two great 

prepositions: never walk IN darkness 

will have the light OF life.  

 

The Logos was in the world, but the 

world did not know Logos.  And then 

Logos became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father's only son, full of 

grace and truth.” When we see logos, 

we see glory like that of a father’s 

only son. We see grace and truth. 

From Logos we have all received, 

grace upon grace. The law indeed was 

given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. And with 

the final line of our scripture today. 

The final connection is made. Logos 

is Jesus, the Christ. 

 

Prepositions matter.  

 

We learn them as a preschooler. Is the 

cup on the table? Is it under the table? 

Is it by the table? Prepositions show 

the relationship between objects.  

 

It is fun to know that the gospel of 

John begins with preposition - In. In 

the beginning was the Word. The 

Word was with God and the Word 

was God. In, with.  

 

These prepositions show us the 

relationship between Logos and 

Theos. The Word and God. The Word 

rested in God and the Word was God. 

In Christianity we call this 

relationship by another word, 

incarnation. Which actually comes 

from Latin roots, in (Which means 

in)- carne (flesh). Like carne asada 

you get at a good restaurant. Carne is 

meat. THE incarnation is the God 

made flesh, or as John 1 puts it, the 

Word made flesh. Jesus was the flesh 

that God put on to be with us as fleshy 

beings. People. Made of Earth.  

 

This is important as we finish up the 

Christmas season. The identity of the 

baby born in the stable is something 

that has always been around, but not 

every known or recognized. Jesus is 

God’s attempt to be intimately 

connected to us, by becoming a 

human.  

 

John chapter 1 is the gospel writer’s 

attempt to help others understand the 

nature and relationship of Jesus and 

God. Jesus someone who lived and 

walked on the Earth, and God who 

traditionally, historically made 

Godself known through messengers 

and signs. Jesus (Logos) was with 

God (Theos) in the beginning. In, Of, 

With. These help to show how 

intimately connected Jesus was with 

God, so connected that Jesus was the 

incarnation of God - God with flesh.  

 

This passage reveals more than the 

relationship of Logos to Theos, The 

Word to God. It reveals to us the 

relationship between Logos and the 

world, or Logos and us. 

 



Our passage refers back to John the 

Baptist. In verse 7 it says, “He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came 

to testify to the light. The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world.” 

 

One commentator of this passage 

challenged me this week. He wrote: 

“When the light comes, one must 

choose either to stay in the anonymity 

of darkness or to move forward in the 

familiarity of light. Darkness is 

somehow relaxed and distant.” He 

said, “Light is intimate in the midst of 

visibility and understanding. The 

question we each must answer for 

ourselves is, would you rather live 

your life in the dark or in the 

light?”  

 

Where would I rather live? I would 

rather live in the light; it sounds warm 

and surrounded by the presence of all 

that is good and right. It sounds easy, 

comfortable to me. However, we are 

called to be the light IN the darkness. 

We are called to help those who 

cannot help themselves. We are called 

to bring hope - as John says here in 

chapter 1. The light is grace and truth. 

Law came through Moses, but grace 

and truth came through Jesus.  This is 

the decision we should make. We 

should decide how we will relate to 

the Light of God; will we live in the 

light, as this author/critic would have 

us choose to do? Or, will be of Light 

like our Savior Christ, for whom John 

the Baptist testified to? Or will we 

choose to be with light, to live in the 

darkness, but not allow the darkness 

to overcome us, to work with the True 

Light, which is Jesus. Will we be co-

workers with the Word made flesh, 

by allowing Jesus, the Logos, the 

Light to light us up in his light?  

 

I will choose to live in the darkness, 

to reach out to communities who need 

to know Jesus, the Light, to know 

God’s love through Jesus, through 

grace and truth.  

 

That time that I went out deep at night 

in the dark to walk a labyrinth? It was 

hard for me to turn off my light to see 

the lights of the natural world. And it 

was scary. While I was out walking, I 

heard coyotes making their nighttime 

calls to one another while on a hunt. I 

couldn’t see where they were. The 

night hides things from our 

perception. The world around us that 

hides sin, destruction and violence is a 

scary place. We are not called to 

become that; we are called to offer 

the light of hope in the midst of it.  
 


