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I Am Here 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, open our hearts to your Word for us today. If 

I write anything that is not of you, let it not be 

received. May each take away your message. 

Amen. 

 

 One of the parishioners I served at First 

UMC Tempe was blind. Over those three years I 

learned a lot about what it was like to be blind. I 

became her advocate at church. For example, she 

could not join in the singing because she could not 

read the projected words for the praise songs. She 

carried a braille reader with her and I learned that 

if we sent her a word file with the lyrics to the 

songs, she had the technology to input it into her 

braille reader. This made it possible for her to sing 

along and gave another person a new ministry of 

sending her the lyrics. 

 When the other pastor used a video clip in a 

sermon, I sat beside her and whispered in her ear 

what was transpiring on the screen. Which was ok 

until the time that it was a love scene, one of which 

I was surprised the other pastor used. I whispered 

that the characters were hugging and kissing.  

 I drove her home one night after an evening 

function and she invited me in to her apartment. Of 

course, she did not turn on the lights as she entered 

and didn’t even think about me not being able to 

see in her home. We had good laughs over many 

such incidents. She used Facebook quite well. But 

another laugh I had was when she used her 

computer camera to take a picture of herself for 

her profile image on her Facebook page. Of 

course, it was dark. No lights had been on in her 

home. She had no way of knowing the picture was 

dark. 

 She walked everywhere with her seeing eye 

dog. But, even with the dog, she had to know 

where she was. She explained to me how she 

counted the blocks and kept track of the turns she 

made. One day she became terribly disorientated 

and wandered quite some time trying to hear or 

smell something that could tell her where she was. 

When she heard the sound of the 202 freeway she 

knew she was way off course and turned around 

but still couldn’t place her location. She tried to 

direct the dog to ‘go home’ but that too failed. 

 She finally asked a person walking by. He 

named the cross streets and they were not streets 

she knew. Fortunately, he was a good Samaritan 

and took her back to the area she knew well. 

 It was very frightening for her to not know 

where she was or where she was going. Sometimes 
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we feel like that. Or, perhaps we know where we 

are, but we don’t know where we are going - in 

life, that is. Sometimes we wonder how we got 

where we are and why we’re where we are. 

 Esther, the main character of the Bible book 

of Esther, knew this feeling. She ‘rose’ from 

peasant girl to the king’s court, and for what 

purpose? 

 The story of Esther takes place in the 5th-

century B.C., somewhere in the 470s. Xerxes the 

Great was king of Persia. He was a monarch with 

absolute power and authority. Even Hollywood has 

made movies about him. 

 One day, the king and his first queen had a 

falling out when she refused to come when 

summoned. Even as queen, her choices were not 

her own. The king felt publicly humiliated and 

decided he needed a new queen. With his power, 

king Xerxes ordered that teenage girls from all 

over the country be rounded up for screening as 

the new queen. (You really just need to pull out 

your Bibles and read the story!) 

 Also, many of the dispersed Jews were in 

Persia. Mordecai, Esther’s cousin tasked with 

raising her, warned Esther that if she were taken, it 

was important that she hide the fact that she was 

Jewish. Esther was rounded up with the other 

young girls and set up at the palace for a year of 

beauty treatments with oils and cosmetics and 

maids attending to her needs. At the end of this 

pampered year, the king would choose his new 

queen and, spoiler alert, Esther was chosen. 

 It is a Cinderella type story. There are other 

such ‘reversal-of-fortune’ stories in the Bible, 

because with God, nothing is impossible. David 

went from a kid tending sheep, to slaying a giant 

with his sling shot, to being king of Israel! Joseph 

was favored by his father but despised by his 

brothers and sold him into slavery. After many 

interesting twists, he ended up second to the 

pharaoh of Egypt. Daniel found favor with a king, 

was accused of treason, and thrown into the lion’s 

den. When delivered by God, his accusers were 

thrown to the lions. 

 I am sure there were many times in each of 

these character’s lives when they wondered what 

was going on, why they were where they were and 

what was going to happen next. And this includes 

Esther, now queen, but having no idea why or 

what was next. 

 Like Esther, we may know where we are, 

but we are uncertain how we got here or why 

we’re here. Ever felt like that? Following the will 

of God is an interesting journey! 

 The good news is, it’s alright. We don’t 

need to know the why and what. We often cannot 

see the path ahead, but God does. God seems to 

operate on a need to know basis. 
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 I was a teacher when I felt led to take a lay 

speaker’s course at church. I hoped it would help 

me be more comfortable speaking to parents at 

open house. Then I felt led to take another course 

and another. When my husband experienced his 

call to ministry, I thought, “Oh, that’s why. I’m 

going to be a pastor’s spouse!”  

 A year later, I felt my call to the ministry. 

Yes, I’m still a pastor’s spouse and I am a pastor. I 

didn’t know the path ahead, but God did, and God 

was equipping me. And because God prepared me, 

I enjoy this call! 

 Some have felt called to learn about 

missions and offer financial support and prayer 

and then found themselves going on a mission. 

Some have felt led to take prayer courses and 

stretch themselves to pray for others and then 

ended up in prayer ministries. We don’t always 

know the what or why, but its ok. 

 Esther was queen and not because Xerxes 

chose her but because God had prepared her for 

‘such a time as this.’ God called her to save her 

people from a decree written to annihilate the 

Jewish population. 

 Joseph made a similar discovery when he 

realized it really wasn’t his brothers who sent him 

to Egypt. It was God who made it possible for 

Joseph to save his people during the famine. 

 I have a lot of questions. I wonder about the 

next steps for this church and how God will work 

through it. I have questions about the Church with 

a capital C. Historians say churches have gone 

through radical change every so many hundred 

years and that we’re due for another. We know 

something is needed to turn around the decline in 

Christianity in Europe and now the U.S. What does 

it all mean? How is God leading us? We want to 

see further down the ‘road,’ don’t we? 

 Stories like Esther’s, Joseph’s, David’s and 

even Jesus’ remind us we don’t have to know the 

what and why. It’s alright. God is in charge and 

God has a plan and a direction. 

 So how do we cope with our uncertainties? 

First, have an attitude of openness. Be 

open to where God is leading. Mordecai said to 

Esther, “Who knows but that you have come to 

your royal position for such a time as this?” 

(Esther 4:14) When Esther was first taken, 

Mordecai felt he failed her. However, Mordecai 

came to see Esther’s position as potential for 

something great to happen. 

Second, be willing to take risks. Mordecai 

asked Esther to go to the king and plead for the 

lives of the Jewish people. But to go before the 

king uninvited could lead to death. Esther decided 

to take the risk if the people would pray for 

her.  “Go, gather together all the Jews who are 
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in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for 

three days, night or day. I and my attendants 

will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go 

to the king, even though it is against the law. 

And if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16) 

Joseph, David, and Daniel also took risks. 

But then, is it a risk when it is part of God’s plan? 

Corrie ten Boom “was a Dutch Christian 

who, along with her father and other family 

members, helped many Jews escape the Nazi 

Holocaust during World War II. She was 

imprisoned for her actions. Her most famous book, 

The Hiding Place, describes the ordeal.” 

(Wikipedia). Corrie knew what she was talking 

about when she said, “Never be afraid to trust an 

unknown future to a known God.” 

Third, have an attitude of gratitude. Like 

Liz Bohannan from our video clip last week, we 

can learn to see uncertainty as an opportunity. 

Recognizing we don’t know what God plans, we 

can still thank him for the opportunity he places 

before us. We can thank God that we are blessed 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit for our call. 

Fourth, make yourself available to God. 

We are each uniquely gifted to accomplish our 

calling from God. Let’s open our hearts to our call. 

Esther made herself available and the Jewish 

people in Persia were spared. She requested others 

to fast for her, which biblically is connected with 

praying, and she approached the king. Today’s 

reading began with the king saying, “Queen 

Esther, what is your petition? It will be given 

you. What is your request? Even up to half the 

kingdom, it will be granted.” (Esther 7:2) When 

God is involved, and we make ourselves available, 

doors open. Let’s pray and be available. 

Corrie ten Boom said, “Don’t bother to 

give God instructions; just report for duty.” 

You and I are here. We are here. We may 

not know why, but God does. And that is all that 

matters. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we are so impatient and ask 

‘why? and what?’. We give thanks that you know 

all the behind the scenes and that is enough. Help 

us accept that we don’t have to know how things 

will play out. May we find peace in the comfort of 

knowing that you know and that is what matters. 

Amen. 

 
 

 


