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I want to tell you a story.  In one 

chapter of my life I was a youth 

leader. The parents of a junior high 

boy came to me asking me to help 

convince him to go to Sunday school 

instead of sitting in church with them. 

I watched him for several weeks. He 

was perfectly well behaved in church. 

He listened to his father play the 

organ. He would help his mom with 

his infant sister. I asked the quiet 

spoken young man which he 

preferred, and he told me church 

worship. Why? I asked. He shrugged 

his shoulders.  I came away thinking I 

didn't think he should be in Sunday 

school. Other youth? 

Absolutely.  God was working 

through him in a different space.   

 

Have you ever seen the picture of two 

people looking at something on the 

ground? From one’s perspective it is a 

6. From the other’s it is a 9. Who is 

right and who is wrong? We are 

inclined to say they are both right. 

 

I tell you this story to let you know 

that I believe God speaks to us where 

we are. Scripture is alive because God 

is alive and revealing to us truths in 

new ways each time we read it.  

Our scripture today is wonderful and 

has many statements that we can read 

where God is shining a light on 

different parts of it for each of us. 

May God bless us as we read and 

listen and study. 

 

Chapter 14 begins with these words. 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled." 

There is good reason for this 

statement. In chapter 13, Jesus has 

shared Passover with the disciples; he 

has washed their feet. He has revealed 

that one in the room will betray him 

to his death and that Peter will deny 

him three times. He reminds the 

disciples that his earthly life is ending. 

He is preparing them for the future.  

And the future is more than troubling. 

Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. You believe in God. Believe 

also in me.” Can you imagine? This 

night was so full of meaning, of 

lessons about what it means to serve, 

predictions of death and betrayal. It is 

possible the disciples began to 

question if any of this was real. Jesus 

invites them to believe in his realness. 

Jesus talks to them about the house 

with many rooms. Jesus will go to 

prepare a place for them. I think this 

is interesting. Jesus has prepared the 

Upper Room for them as a place to 

recognize Passover. A part of me 

wonders if the disciples think this is 

the next step in their journey, the next 

room where they will rest their heads.  

 

I had the opportunity to explore a 

small part of Bar Island near Bar 

Harbor, Maine, with my parents and 

husband. We were not afraid of 

getting lost. But we were afraid of 

wandering around on the island so 



long that we lost track of the tides and 

got stranded on the island for hours. 

You could walk across to the island 

during low tides, but you would be 

stranded on the other side if you did 

not get back in time and the incoming 

sea covered the path. Not knowing 

much about the tides, we explored 

over there anyways. We followed a 

well-worn trail that sometimes led to 

fallen tree branches, or became less 

well-worn. What we kept noticing 

were the piles of rocks every once in a 

while that we came to know as trail 

markers. Many call them cairns. They 

were created by park helpers who set 

them and maintained them. In Maine, 

these markers are extremely helpful 

because it is often foggy and hard to 

see the trails. Without those cairns, 

many people would have been lost or 

stranded.   

 

Jesus is speaking to his disciples. A 

group of fishers, tax collectors, 

someone’s children, someone’s 

parents, travelers, students, 

companions. Jesus is talking to the 

twelve in a room in the city of 

Jerusalem. Jesus tells them he is going 

to prepare a place for them. This 

place, a mansion or a room, is where 

God resides. Rob Fuquay shares with 

us this place is the noun for the verb, 

“abide.” It is where we abide with 

God.  

 

As travelers together, Jesus reassures 

them they will continue to travel 

together, in a different way, to a 

different place. "You know the way." 

He tells them.  

How? Jesus directions are no longer 

real, tangible landmarks or paths out 

in the Galilean countryside. He says, 

"I am the way."  

 

On their journey to abiding with God, 

Jesus reassures them, that in him, they 

have their connection and their path. 

When the gospel of John was written, 

it was likely to be near the end of the 

first century, seventy-five or more 

years after Jesus’s death. And in the 

middle of persecution from Rome and 

distrust from the Jewish leaders, 

readers of the gospel of John needed 

reassurance that through difficult 

times their faith was valid. 

Jesus’s words are reassuring to the 

disciples who needed Jesus's direction 

and leadership, and to the readers of 

the gospel of John who needed to be 

reminded that Jesus was real, and 

their faith was too. 

 

Jesus continues, "No one comes to the 

father except through me."  

The mystery in this statement is 

revealed through Phillip's desire to 

just see the father.  

 

Jesus responds, “Haven't you seen 

me?” Jesus is saying that through the 

life, the actions, and teachings of 

himself one could see God. God was 

present through all of it. By 

witnessing Jesus, they were 

witnessing God. This does not have to 

be an exclusive statement. It is the 



answer to the prayer, to the 

contemporary song lyrics, “Lord we 

want to see you.” We can see God by 

seeing Jesus.  

 

Jesus says “I am the way, the truth, 

the life.”  

When WE seek God, WE can find 

God through Jesus, who was real, 

true, not a dream, but very present.  

 

“But pastor, what about people who 

do not look to Jesus to find God, to 

find truth?”  

 

Where in these chapters of John does 

it talk about our judging our siblings 

in this world?  

 

Who are we to doubt that God is 

working in our friend's lives to show 

them all that Jesus taught, and did, 

and was?  

 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

Believe in God and believe in the 

truth of Jesus who lived, died, and 

rose again. 

 

Let your life be one of following the 

cairns that Jesus has set before us, and 

let's help maintain them by showing 

the world Jesus through our own 

living. 

 

Amen.  
 


