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Once there was a soccer team. Really 

it could have been any sports team, 

but it was soccer. The team was made 

up of boys and girls in grade school. 

They were really excited to play their 

next game. They practiced hard. They 

stretched. They knew their positions. 

Their mind was on the game and 

getting the win. During the game, 

things got serious. Both teams were 

pretty evenly matched. As half time 

ended both teams were still exhausted 

and even a little grumpy. And that’s 

when the name calling started. “You 

are stupid, a big stupid loser. You 

can’t win,” came the calls from the 

other team. When a particularly good 

shot was made, the other team just 

scowled instead of saying “good job.” 

When the goalie made a great block, 

the other team just kicked the dirt 

angrily. Coach called a time out. “I 

know the other team is saying mean 

things and being poor sports. Instead 

of focusing on the win, let’s show 

them how to play the game.”  

  

When the teams returned to the field 

and the ball was kicked, one team 

called out to each other. Great kick.” 

“That’s the way.” They called one 

another by name. “That is awesome, 

way to be there!” Then when the other 

team had the ball you could hear the 

team saying, “Wow, you are a really 

great runner. Wow, that was a great 

kick. And when the other team scored 

the whole team cheered for their 

opponents. “That was excellent! Good 

job.” Their opponents stopped calling 

out mean things and focused more on 

their kicks, on their team mates, and 

on the game. They smiled every time 

someone said good job.  

  

As the game ended. The other team 

won by two goals. The coach pulled 

the team in for a huddle.  

 

“How are you feeling?” he asked.  

 

One kid said, “Well coach, I made 

some great passes today. I feel really 

great about that.”  

 

Another said, “I was able to get the 

ball back and kick it to a teammate…”  

 

One by one each kid said something 

they were proud of doing. Finally, the 

last player said, “Coach I was a little 

sad we didn’t win the game. We 

played hard and well. But I had fun, 

and I think we won after all.” 

 

“Why is that?” the coach asked.  

 

“Because at halftime you said we 

should focus on the game and not on 

the win. We supported one another 

and we were saying nice things to the 

other team. We had a good game, it 

was fun, so I think we won.” 

The coach just smiled and nodded. 

They gave out fist bumps and went 

home tired and happy.  



  

Have you ever focused on your end 

result to the point that you lost focus 

on how you were getting there? If we 

compare our actions and our end 

results to fruit, and being the branch 

on a grapevine, then ...“We start to 

believe that the fruit is up to us.” We 

can work on listening to God. What 

fruit is God trying to produce in us 

versus the fruit I want to produce.  

 

For instance. I want my kids to be 

successful, smart, kind, little people. 

But if I focus on what my kids will 

end up like, I will miss who they are 

right now and the special moments we 

share together. Who they are now will 

make up who they are in the future. 

And where is God in how we raise 

our kids? We start to believe that the 

fruit is up to us. 

  

Do I receive my identity from the 

things I produce or the One who 

produces through me? When we focus 

on the vine, we raise a white flag of 

surrender. We admit we can’t produce 

everything we ideally would like. We 

admit we need help. Sometimes help 

comes in the form of God’s pruning. 

Sometimes God cuts away whatever 

we don’t need. All the time, we need 

to remember that God is responsible 

for producing the fruit. Our job is to 

be the branch. 

 

 Have you ever placed more 

importance on being fruitful than 

being faithful?  

  

Our scripture today reminds us once 

again to trust in Jesus. Jesus is talking 

to the disciples. It is in a dialogue we 

call the farewell discourse. Jesus is 

trying to prepare the disciples for his 

death. He tells them what will happen. 

He says the Holy Spirit, or the 

advocate will come down to be 

among them. He reminds them that 

they will not be alone.  

  

I imagine that they felt alone 

anyways.  

  

Jesus tells them that he is the vine, 

and the father is the vinegrower. He 

says abide in me as I abide in you. Or 

remain in me as I remain in you, 

depending on your translation. Jesus 

is trying to reassure them that, as long 

as they stay focused on his teachings, 

that they will be ok.  

  

I imagine they felt confused 

anyways.  

  

Jesus was trying to connect them to 

his power. The power of God that 

healed, took out demons, multiplied 

fish and loaves. The power of love 

and forgiveness and might. 

  

I imagine they felt weak and 

disconnected anyways.  

  

Have you ever been really close to a 

source of power but felt cut off from 

it? Could that ever describe you?   

  



I know we have felt cut off. I have 

talked with you. You feel cut off. Cut 

off from your spiritual family, from 

your faith life, some of you have even 

felt cut off from God. The pandemic 

has made us question our decision 

making, our friends, our family, 

maybe even God. Where is God in 

this time? We need this message of 

abiding and remaining in Jesus, our 

power and our strength even more 

now.  

  

We also need the message that Jesus 

give us about God pruning us. Maybe 

understanding how God is pruning us 

will help shed light on this time of 

pandemic. 

  

I received some mini roses for my 

birthday this month. I love them. I put 

them on the counter, made sure they 

were well-watered and enjoyed their 

colorful buds and blooms And then 

after a couple of days they began to 

wilt. They had plenty of water and 

light. What could it be? I read the tag. 

It said, after the roses bloom trim the 

whole plant down to 1/3. ⅓? Cut 

2/3rds of it off? Sure enough, I 

trimmed the whole plant down to ⅓ 

and it is doing really well.  

  

I read up about pruning grapevines 

this week. Grapevines require a lot of 

pruning to produce healthy branches 

and healthy fruit. One vineyard owner 

says they have a group of 4 people 

working months on pruning in one 

season. Another resource says you 

prune several times during the year. 

Really when you first plant a grape 

plant you let it grow up to a wire line 

you secure it to the line, then you trim 

off everything but one vine heading 

up to the second metal trellis wire and 

two vines coming off each side. 

That’s it.  

  

Pruning means removing excessive 

growth that robs the vine of its 

energy. We need pruning too. What 

non-productive branches do we have? 

Rob says, “Regrets, living in the past, 

resentment, bitterness, envy.” 

I took a moment and thought about it 

too, the parts of me that need cutting 

involve procrastination, 

disorganization, regret. When we 

prune back our activities, our negative 

thoughts, even our stuff, we have 

room and energy to focus on the vine, 

where our strength comes from.  

  

Jesus asks us to abide in him. But 

how? What ways can we feel 

connected to Jesus? Prayer, service, 

worship, bible study, are some 

spiritual practices that we can do to 

connect to Jesus. Remembering Jesus 

through the act of communion is 

another one.  

  

Today is World Communion Sunday. 

Today we celebrate with people all 

over the world, the act of communion 

that Jesus shared with his disciples 

and with us in that upper room so 

long ago. Have you ever had 

communion in another state? In 



another country? In a place farther 

away from home that you have ever 

experienced? If so, you know that 

people all over the world share bread 

together, share the cup together, 

remember Jesus’ saving acts 

together.  

  

Rob Fuquay in the book The God We 

Can Know asks us to do this exercise 

where you stick out your arms as a 

branch on the grape vine. He says that 

one arm is connected to the vine and 

one is connected to the fruit. The vine 

is Jesus. Where we get the power to 

produce fruit, to be disciples, to 

transform the world. The great thing 

is that if I am connected to the vine, 

and you are connected to the vine, 

then we are connected to one another. 

Maybe my children will help me 

demonstrate. Can you imagine all of 

us connected in this way? And 

because it is world communion 

Sunday, can you imagine the length of 

this vine stretching all over the world, 

people speaking many different 

languages all connected to the vine 

that is Jesus the Christ?  

  

How can you feel powerless, alone, or 

confused when we are connected to 

something that is so much bigger than 

any one of us? 

 

Thanks be to God for Jesus the vine 

the one who we abide in and with, and 

who connects us together.  Thanks be 

to God, the vinegrower who helps us 

prune ourselves to be the best 

branches we can. 

  

Amen. 

 


