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“When Jesus arrived, he found that 

Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. Now Bethany was near 

Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their 

brother. When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met 

him, while Mary stayed at home. 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord if you had 

been here, my brother would not have 

died.”  

 

Why had Jesus taken so long? Why 

had he not left right when he found 

out that his friend was sick?  

 

Earlier in John’s account, Jesus told 

his disciples that Lazarus’ illness 

would not end in death. He continued 

to spend time healing people, 

presumably near the Jordan River. 

But he delayed in going to Martha, 

Mary, and Lazarus. It is mentioned 

that perhaps there were people who 

did not care for him in that region. In 

chapter 10 of John, it mentions that 

some had tried to stone him for his 

teachings, but he had escaped. Then 

he received news of Lazarus’ death. 

He decided it was time to go “Wake 

Lazarus up,” a statement that the 

disciples did not entirely understand. 

Before he arrived, Martha met him 

and she told him, “If you had been 

here, then Lazarus would not have 

died.” 

 

Jesus is talking to people affected 

by death.  

If we want to talk about resurrection, 

we need to first talk about death.  

 

As a pastor, death becomes, well, a 

part of life. We cross paths: death and 

pastors.  

 

I once sat with a body and the family 

who found their mother until the 

ambulance could come. I have 

watched those with labored breathing 

take their last. I have heard the crying 

mourns of families and sang with the 

ones who died alone.  

 

I have watched those I knew and 

loved die and those I knew only 

during their last earthly hours.  

 

Two stories remind me of the 

challenge of being a faithful believer 

in resurrection after a loved one dies.   

The first one was a young girl, maybe 

5 or 6 years old who lost her mother. 

It was a week before Easter when her 

mother died. The girl knew the stories 

of Jesus coming back from the dead. 

She waited for her mother to come 

back from the dead too. I wonder if 

she mourned more that Easter Sunday 

or Monday after than when she found 

out her mother was gone the first 

time.  

 



The second one is a friend of mine. 

My friend battled with her faith 

knowing that God performs miracles 

all the time. When her father died, she 

prayed that God would bring him 

back. Did she not have enough faith? 

Why would Jesus not perform a 

resurrection on her father like 

Lazarus? 

 

My friend and the young girl were 

faithful believers in God, and what 

they read in the Bible. They trusted 

the words that God gave them 

concerning life and death. If they 

believed, then they would not die. The 

father of my friend had been a 

preacher and the girl’s mother, a 

Pastor’s wife. And yet they died, with 

their loved ones hoping in God’s 

miracles. Did they not have enough 

faith? 

  

Jesus tells Martha that Lazarus will 

rise again. “Yes,” she says, she knows 

that there will be an end day, the Day 

of the Lord, which was a belief in 

Judaism. Ideas and beliefs of 

Resurrection did not begin with Jesus. 

A concept of resurrection already 

existed within Jerusalem. It was just 

an idea, a belief, not a reality. 

  

Jesus responded, “I am the 

Resurrection.” 

What does it mean that Jesus is... the 

time when death will pass away and 

people should have new life?  

“Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me will live, even though 

they die; and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” 

 

What does it mean to die and yet live, 

and those who live by believing will 

never die? If Jesus had said this 

plainly to me, like he did Martha and 

asked what he does of Martha, I may 

not have been so poised as Martha is 

presented as being. I would have 

nodded “yes” and in my head thought, 

“WHAT?” 

 

Her response is perfect.  

““Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe 

that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, who is to come into the world.” 

And that ends her conversation with 

Jesus.  

 

I believe most of us fall into two 

categories of answering the question, 

“Do you believe this?”  

There are those of us who nod “yes,” 

and say “I believe you Jesus whatever 

you tell me, I may not understand, but 

I believe.” And then there are those 

who may want a little more 

clarification. “Lord, I trust you, but I 

am a little confused, can you give me 

some more information?” Both are 

completely acceptable ways to 

respond. 

 

One of the keys for helping me to 

understand this phrase, and the 

experiences of my friends is one that 

Rob Fuquay brings up in his book, 



The God We Can Know. He says 

something like...”Jesus IS the 

Resurrection. Resurrection is not a 

gift that Jesus gives. If Jesus gave out 

resurrection, then the world would 

have no problem in following him.” 

Believing in Jesus does not mean we 

will never experience death, it means 

that when an end comes, because we 

believe in Jesus, new life will come 

too. It means that Jesus is working on 

both sides of the grave. 

   

Rob also points out that resurrection 

is different from resuscitation. If we 

are to be honest, what happened with 

Lazarus next was resuscitation, not 

resurrection. His life was returned to 

him and he was the same Lazarus. 

Resurrection, however, is new life. It 

involves change from what happened 

before death. This story is for those 

who have to live with death.  

 

Jesus was giving hope in the midst of 

pain, presence in the midst of 

grieving, life in the midst of death.  

 

I have something important to share 

with you about death. From my 

position I have been able to witness 

death with a different perspective than 

one who is losing a loved one. And I 

will say this; there can be beauty in 

the last breath, a letting go. You can 

see that these bodies were not 

designed to hold our life forever, they 

are limited. When a lifetime on earth 

has been completed, there is life 

anew. It is visible.     

  

We are a resurrection people. When 

we hear Jesus ask Martha “do you 

believe this?” We hear him asking her 

to trust him. Rob puts it this way, 

“The great goal of the spiritual life is 

not just to believe in God but to 

believe God.” We can hear him 

asking us to trust him. Do we trust, 

even if we do not understand? It 

brings up for me a slew of movies, 

Anna asking Kristoff if he trusts her 

and then them jumping off of an icy 

mountain together...and a whole lot 

more where one person asks, do you 

trust me? And then they jump out of 

their terrifying situation, into one a 

little more terrifying but then they end 

up okay.  

 

Jesus asks Martha, do you trust me? 

Jesus brings Lazarus back from the 

dead. It brings people to him, but it 

also secures his own fate. This last 

miracle was enough for the religious 

leaders to decide to put him to death.  

 

Jesus is once again, helping us deal 

with death in general, but also his 

death. In his words, words given to a 

people who are in the midst of death, 

Jesus reveals he is the resurrection. 

New life is not a belief or an idea. It is 

a reality. New life can be had through 

Jesus.  

 

We are a resurrection people. We are 

a people who trust in Jesus. We are a 

people who trust in the new life that 

Jesus gives us.  



We are also a resurrected people.  

Many who experience Christ and 

experience spiritual re-birth can claim 

that resurrection. Whenever Jesus 

works in our life to bring an end to 

destructive behavior and give us new 

life, we are a resurrected people. 

Whenever we receive a second chance 

and we live our best into that second 

chance, we are a resurrected people.  

 

But perhaps you are still in the middle 

of it. Perhaps you need to believe in 

life after death to get you past where 

you are now. If you are, remember 

Jesus’ words. “I am the resurrection 

and the life.”  You can get through the 

tough times. Jesus was talking to 

people experiencing death. Jesus is 

speaking to you. Trust in Jesus. Trust 

Jesus. Live a resurrected life.  

 

Amen.  

 

 


