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Thank you for joining us today. We 

are in the middle of a series on the “I 

am Sayings of Jesus.” We have 

looked at the story of Moses and the 

Burning Bush to see the Jewish 

history that guides Jesus and the 

people Jesus taught. We placed 

ourselves at the miracle of the 

multiplication of loaves and fishes 

and heard Jesus say, “I am the Bread 

of Life.” We reflected on what it 

means to trust, get our fill, and be 

satisfied with what God gives us.  

Today we will look at the saying, “I 

am the Light of the World.”  

 

There is a poem out there that I love 

to remember at this time of year. And 

by this time of year I mean the 

precursors to fall. You may have 

noticed that I have got a few squash 

on the altar today. These squash all 

came from my garden in my house in 

Prescott Valley. This year I harvested 

over 20 of these beauties. The poem is 

about jack-o’-lanterns.  

 

Pumpkin Poem  

God picks you from the patch,  

brings you in,  

and washes all of the dirt off.  

 Then, God cuts the top off and scoops 

out all of the yucky stuff.   

God removes seeds of doubt, hate, 

greed, unforgiveness, etc.   

Then, God carves a place to put 

God’s light inside of you to shine for 

all the world to see. 

 

Light is an important symbol for 

Christians, as it was for our Jewish 

spiritual ancestors. As we continue, I 

want to be clear on what is being 

discussed here. We are discussing 

light and the absence of light. We are 

not talking pigment, we are not 

talking skin, or people. When I refer 

to light, I refer to that extraordinary 

miracle that comes from fire, from the 

sun, even from candles and lightbulbs 

and God.  

 

So, I will say it again: Light is an 

important symbol for Christians. We 

recently read about Moses and the 

burning bush, a bush that was on fire 

but not burned up. In our book study 

it was mentioned that this connects 

also to when Jesus was revealed as a 

baby to Kings and Shepherds who 

followed a great light. We can even 

go back to our creation stories* 

(edited from live worship) and hear 

that everything was dark, chaotic 

void, and then God made light. We 

also remember in Psalm 119, the 

Lord’s word is a lamp to our feet and 

a light to our path. Our scriptures are 

full of light imagery. 

 

Are you a night owl or an early riser? 

Either way you have your own 

experiences of darkness. Either before 

you go to bed, or when you wake up. 

In one of my favorite sitcoms, “How I 



Met Your Mother,” character Ted has 

the worst ideas at night, and he and 

his friends have a spoken rule that 

nothing good happens after 2:00 A.M. 

(when you are staying out late.) Their 

thinking is that the darkness hides 

your secrets and the lateness lowers 

your inhibitions. You are more prone 

to make mistakes after 2:00 A.M. and 

you should just go to bed. 

Unfortunately, he does not follow the 

rules, and ends up making 

relationship mistakes that hurt his best 

friends. In the morning he realizes his 

mistakes.   

 

Light reveals. 

   

Our scripture today starts with Jesus 

and his brothers talking about 

participation in the festival of Sukkot. 

This is the festival of booths, or tents. 

It will be celebrated October 2nd to 

October 9th, Shabbat to Shabbat, or 

sabbath to sabbath. People who 

celebrate will put up tents and eat 

meals, or even sleep in those tents. It 

is a celebration that reminds those 

who celebrate of the journey the 

Israelites made, out of Egypt through 

the desert to the promised land. They 

had no houses, they journeyed for 40 

years pitching tents and packing them 

up again.  

 

The author of the book, The God We 

Can Know, Rob Fuquay, says this 

reminds him that life is a journey. (It 

reminds me that Life is a Highway if 

you want to quote Tom Cochrane.)  

 

Sukkot is a celebration of the journey 

the Israelites took. One of the nights 

during the festival of booths is the 

festival of illumination. On this night 

people give thanks to God specifically 

for coming to the Israelites as a pillar 

of light (you can read all about it in 

Exodus, chapter 13) This pillar of 

light was comfort that they were not 

getting lost, a guide to show them the 

way, a sign of God’s presence. It was 

on the night that the people celebrated 

God appearing as a pillar of light that 

Jesus stood in the temple courtyard 

and announced, “I am the light of the 

world.” (Basically, I am the pillar of 

light that you celebrate tonight.) 

Whoever follows me shall not wander 

in the darkness but shall have the light 

of life.  

 

Light guides. 

 

Did Jesus have a change of heart? 

Only a chapter or so earlier he said he 

would not go to the festival because it 

was not yet time to reveal himself to 

those who wanted to kill him. Did his 

brothers convince him, that he should 

be more like the light on the hill, (an 

image from the book of Matthew) and 

not have his light hidden under a 

barrel?  

 

Why would Jesus announce that he 

was the Light of the World, on this 

night?  

Rob Fuquay shares with us that Jesus 

was saying, “For those who 



understand that life is a journey, 

for those who seek light and 

direction through all of life’s 

stopping places, I will be your 

pillar.”  

 

Jesus brings people back to God. 

Jesus reminds the people that God 

was not only in their past as they 

remembered the pillar of light in their 

celebration, but God was in their 

present and their future as well. Jesus 

reminds them during this festival that 

as they celebrated the journey of their 

ancestors, that they too were 

journeying, and that God would be 

with them on the journey. 

 

Have you ever wished for the 

morning? As a new mother, I would 

stand at the window in Japan and look 

out holding my two very awake 

babies in the early hours of the day 

and watch and wait for the light of the 

sun to come up. Easter Sunrise 

services have always meant a lot to 

me, waiting for the relief of 

resurrection after a week of death and 

mourning. Waiting at the window, the 

light brought me a sense that I would 

not be alone. Literally my husband 

would wake up soon, friends would 

soon be awake to talk to on the phone, 

but I believe I could also feel the 

presence of God through the light that 

came in.  

 

Light relieves.  

 

When Jesus says he is the Light of the 

World, he speaks to relieve fear, to 

show us the way like a pillar of light 

before us. There is no judgement in 

what he is saying, only hope and life. 

He knows that the people who will 

later call for his judgment and death 

are listening and he shows no fear. He 

shines.  

 

What areas do we need revelation, or 

God’s light to reveal to us? What 

areas do we need God’s guidance in? 

Where does our world need to 

experience God’s light that relieves 

and comforts? 

Jesus says, “I am the Light of the 

World.” How will we share that? The 

world needs the light of life, let us be 

a part of shining it forward.  

 

Amen.  

 


