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Humble Entry 

Luke 19:28-40 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, we welcome you. Come, open our ears to 

your Word for us today. Amen. 

 

People refer to today as the Triumphal 

Entry. How can that be? Jesus rode into Jerusalem 

on a donkey! What kind of king does that? Jesus 

should have been on a fine war horse. Jesus should 

have worn a flowing robe.  

God doesn’t think like us. After all, what 

kind of king is born in a cave where sheep or other 

animals are kept? What king would surround 

himself with fishermen and tax collectors? What 

king would walk almost everywhere, sleep 

outdoors and eat raw grain picked in the field? 

Jesus certainly doesn’t fit our expectation or 

standards for a king, and he didn’t fit the 

expectation of the Jewish people either. They were 

looking for a conqueror to overthrow Rome. What 

good is a king trained in carpentry? They wanted a 

military leader. 

Jesus also knew that the Scribes and 

Pharisees were looking for an opportunity to arrest 

him. So, what was he thinking to ride into the city 

in broad daylight? Why didn’t he walk in under 

cover of the night? He could have run a truly 

covert operation. Did Jesus have something else in 

mind? 

Here’s the thing, the Hebrew people did 

understand a king on a donkey. Both King David 

and King Saul rode donkeys. When King David 

appointed his son, Solomon, as king, he gave these 

instructions, “Take your lord’s servants with 

you and have Solomon my son mount my own 

mule and take him down to Gihon. There have 

Zadok (zaydock) the priest and Nathan the 

prophet anoint him king over Israel.” (1 Kings 

1:33-34) And the prophet Zechariah had 

prophesied concerning the coming Messiah, 

“Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, 

Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to 

you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

(Zechariah 9:9) 

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on the colt of a 

donkey was huge. This wasn’t meant to be covert. 

He was proclaiming publicly that he was the 

chosen son of David to sit on David’s throne. 

The crowds recognized this symbolic move 

and went wild shouting and praising God at the 

sight of this humble man sitting on a donkey. “The 

whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to 

praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 

they had seen: ‘Blessed is the king who comes in 
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the name of the Lord!’ and ‘Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest!’” (Luke 19:37-38) 

Imagine the crowds calling out the glorious 

acts of God on behalf of the people and telling the 

miracles of Jesus’ ministry. Two of the more 

recent miracles was raising Lazarus from the dead 

and restoring sight to the blind beggar. The 

miraculous touch of God had come to earth and the 

people were proclaiming God’s holy touch 

joyously and loudly. 

Today, we too should be proclaiming the 

glories of God’s holy touch in our lives and in the 

lives of our loved ones. Imagine Spirit Song 

walking through the streets shouting out loud 

‘hosannas’ and giving God the glory for his great 

love and mercy! I encourage you today to take 

time to thank God for touching your life and 

sending Jesus! 

All this shouting and praising was certainly 

disturbing to the teachers of the law who were 

trying so hard to discredit the works of Jesus. 

“Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!’” (Luke 

19:39) What did they want him to say, that he 

wasn’t the Messiah? Sorry, Pharisees, that isn’t 

happening. 

The Messiah has arrived. “I tell you,” 

[Jesus] replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones 

will cry out.” (Luke 19:40) Even nature would 

proclaim the Messiah! There would be no shutting 

down of this event! 

It definitely was no covert operation. Jesus 

continued his disruption with another public act 

the next day when he drove out all those who were 

selling from the temple proclaiming, “It is 

written, ‘My house will be a house of prayer’; 

but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” (Luke 

19:46) 

It was like Jesus was forcing the authorities 

to deal with him. He essentially lit a fuse that 

would explode by the end of the week with Jesus 

nailed to the cross. Jesus intended this to be a 

public entry at a time when the city was filled with 

people who had come to celebrate the Passover. 

Jesus was fulfilling his call in God’s timing. 

The people and the authorities were 

presented with a decision; follow Jesus and trust 

him or deny him. And we too are called to make 

this decision. Who do we believe Jesus is? If we 

answer Savior, we need to ponder, do we live as 

people who know Jesus as our Savior?  

And on this day, we should ask ourselves in 

what ways we deny Christ? What is God asking us 

to correct in our own lives? 

We are at the beginning of an amazing week 

that reveals God’s love in incredible ways. Our 

God went to the extreme to show us just how much 

he loves each and every one of us and how 
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important we are to him. God doesn’t want to lose 

any of us. Salvation and forgiveness are gifts 

offered through the mercy of God for all who 

choose to follow Jesus. 

Have we, at a heart level, accepted God’s 

grace? 

It is not too late. You can pray with me right 

now. Make your commitment or recommitment 

today. Repeat after me in your mind: Lord Jesus, 

thank you for making it possible for me to be fully 

forgiven. I repent of the things I’ve done wrong. 

(Name them as best you can.) And I repent of the 

things I’ve done wrong that I didn’t even realize or 

can’t remember. Lord, I accept your gift of grace. I 

choose you as my Lord and Savior. Fill me with 

your Holy Spirit to guide and lead me into the best 

you planned for me. Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

Jesus went from this amazing entry into 

Jerusalem to trial and crucifixion for us. He chose 

that path to bring grace to us. There are special 

ways you can celebrate this amazing gift this 

week. 

Read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ last 

week from the entry into Jerusalem through the 

resurrection. Celebrate his love. 

Come to the Christ in the Passover 

Wednesday evening at 5:30 at the HOA. Hear the 

celebration of the Hebrew people with an eye for 

the symbolism of the Messiah. Then join us for a 

potluck dinner as we celebrate a Christian 

Passover with fellowship and food at my house. 

Come to the Good Friday service at 1:00 at 

Lakeview and be amazed again at the breath and 

length God went to to insure our debt for sin was 

paid. 

Then come next Sunday as we celebrate our 

risen Lord bringing to fruition God’s holy grace 

for us. 

At this time, we’ll move into a special Holy 

Communion that reminds us we are giving thanks 

for Jesus, the bread of life. Let this special 

remembrance help us to truly celebrate Christ in 

Communion. 

 

Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, for being the right kind of king – 

the King our God sent to redeem us. May we each 

commit or recommit ourselves to you, Lord. You 

are our King! Thank you! Amen. 

 


