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Growing Up 

1 Cor. 3:1-9 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Open our hearts, our ears, to your message for us 

today. If I’ve written anything not of you, let it go 

unnoticed. May it be your message each receives 

today. Amen. 

 

 I’m sure you’ve noticed that when a baby is 

brought into a room full of adults, it isn’t unusual 

for adult speech to turn into babble. Voice pitch 

rises an octave or two and people forget how to 

pronounce their r’s and l’s as in “Aren’t you a cute, 

widdle guy?” The adults make funny faces and 

smoochy sounds and play peek-a-boo around their 

hands. 

 “Baby talk” is a phrase used for both the 

sounds an infant makes when learning language and 

for the high-pitched babbling adults produce when a 

baby is present. While “baby talk” is cute, the child 

does need to hear properly pronounced words 

frequently to learn mature speech. 

 Researches report that the number of words a 

baby hears in a day is a predictor of how well his or 

her language will develop. In some homes, a baby 

will hear about 1,100 words a day while in other 

homes a baby may only hear 500 words a day. 

Parents are encouraged to speak to the baby 

throughout the day from bath time, to the changing 

table, the dinner table, to reading books. 

 But it’s not just the number of words that is 

important. It is important to use the right words in 

the right context. Also important is the parent’s 

response to the child’s attempts at speech. The child 

needs verbal feedback, to hear the words repeated 

clearly and used in a sentence. 

  The point is, as cute as baby talk is, we can’t 

speak in baby talk, or allow the child to speak in 

baby talk, forever. Our three-year-old granddaughter 

used to call me “ganpa.” Both John and I were 

“ganpa.” When she called to me, I’d respond, “I’m 

grandma, Ari.” Gradually she added both the r and d 

sounds from ‘gan’ to ‘grand’ as well as learning the 

sound difference between ‘grandpa’ and ‘grandma.’ 

Do I miss ‘ganpa’ a little? Sure. But we give up the 

cute phrasing and pronunciation to help the child 

develop good language skills. 

 You know where this is headed. The apostle 

Paul sounds like a parent doing remedial lessons 

with the church of Corinth. “Brothers and sisters, I 

could not address you as people who live by the 

Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere 

infants in Christ.” (v. 1) The church had begun to 

listen to the many voices of the world, identifying 

with particular messengers or with particular 

worldly teachings. It’s easy to remain in our very 
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first understanding of Christian discipleship and fail 

to grow as mature Christians. 

One day Martin Luther’s young son came 

home from school visibly thrilled about something. 

“What are you excited about?” asked Luther. 

The young boy replied, “Today we finished 

studying the catechism.” 

“Then you are far ahead of me,” said Luther. 

Many an adult thought children’s Sunday 

school completed their Christian education. They’ve 

stopped reading the Bible and attending small group 

studies and discussing with other Christians. 

  

How mature is your faith? Some of the 

symptoms of spiritual immaturity include: 

• Holding the belief that faith will make you 

prosper 

• Holding the belief that faith will protect you 

from the troubles of this world 

• Thinking that prayer is nothing more than a 

list of requests 

• Struggling with the same areas of sin/failure 

with no success 

• Expecting spiritual highs all the time 

• Putting your faith in a human leader 

• Believing the main reason for going to church 

is for what you receive 

• Being unable to listen to other positions with 

love and grace  

 

You see, we may know the ‘right’ words to 

say about our Christian faith, the ‘right’ words to 

describe Jesus as Lord and Savior but fail to apply 

Christian teaching to our lives. Do we live our faith? 

Or, do we continue to live and do as we did before 

choosing to follow Jesus? The Corinthian church 

had not yet given up the influence of the 

surrounding culture. 

Have we? 

In addition, the Corinthian believers had 

become pastor groupies. They were confused about 

language for leadership and this led to arguing and 

bickering over who the leader of the church was. 

Paul made it clear that this is a kind of idolatry. 

“What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? 

[What is Valerie?] Only servants, through whom 

you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to 

each his task.” (v. 5) Each servant of God, each 

disciple, has his or her own God given gifts. Paul 

planted the seeds of the gospel and Apollos watered. 

But, neither of these were responsible for spiritual 

growth. 

Paul directed these young Christians to their 

true leader. “So neither the one who plants nor 

the one who waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow.” (v.7) Each pastor serves 

for a time with the gifts needed and then a new 
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pastor picks up with another set of gifts. God works 

through all of that bringing spiritual growth. 

The church is a group of servants given God 

prepared tasks or roles. How does that 

understanding compare to worldly definitions of the 

concept of church? Some describe their church by 

the leader’s name. Young Nikko, our missionaries’ 

son in Honduras, refers to Spirit Song as “Pastor 

Valerie’s church.” Some people refer to their 

churches by their celebrity pastor’s name. 

Some describe their church with a reference 

to the architecture of the church as in “the church 

with the magnificent lighted steeple,” “the church 

on the cliff,” “the church with the beautiful reliefs,” 

“the church with the enormous cathedral,” or 

basilica. 

Some define the church by its amazing music 

or the group that leads the music. Others might 

describe their church as a place to have their every 

need met, and some consider it a dispenser of 

religious goods and services. Church has become 

either something of a show or a place that caters to 

our every need. It’s easy to think it is only about 

serving those inside the church. 

Paul called the Corinthian church to grow up. 

They needed to return to the basics of the gospel 

and weed out the worldly additions. They needed to 

consider again the God given purpose for the 

church. Paul continued his letter teaching the church 

of Corinth about the mission of the church, about 

God’s servants joining together for the harvest of 

God’s field and the building of God’s kingdom. 

Jesus said unless you become like a child, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. We 

understand that as a child’s openness to accepting 

faith without questioning every little thing. Perhaps 

it also means returning to the core, the heart, of the 

gospel message. 

I remember when I first signed up to take the 

Alpha Course. Alpha is billed as teaching basic 

Christianity, although it is much more than that. At 

any rate, not having been raised in the church, I 

figured I needed to hear the basics. Many a long 

time Christian in the group said the course 

strengthened their walk because it helped them to 

clear up and clean out cultural teachings that had 

muddied up and confused their understanding of 

core beliefs. They said it helped them get back on 

track. 

 

What are signs of spiritual growth? Here are a 

few starters: 

• Understanding that faith isn’t about 

prosperity 

• Understanding that faith is about a 

relationship with God 

• Using prayer as a means of connecting with 

God 
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• Being strengthened by God in gaining control 

over personal sin/failures 

• Understanding that salvation is a gift from 

God 

• Keeping your faith in Christ despite how 

human leaders may fail or serve well. 

• Viewing going to church as both for what you 

receive and what you give 

 

We each go through different stages in our 

faith journey. Sometimes we are more mature than 

at other times. Most of us have some areas where 

we are still infants and other areas where we are 

more like the person God created us to be. We find 

that it takes perseverance and recommitment daily to 

walk the walk and not merely talk about following 

Jesus. 

The awesome thing is, we don’t do this alone. 

God, through the Holy Spirit, draws alongside when 

we cooperate with him to lead and direct and guide 

and love and nurture and encourage. While one 

leader plants and another waters, it is God who 

makes things grow. God’s Word is always available 

for our instruction. Our brothers and sisters in Christ 

also serve as encouragers as we share in studies. 

And don’t forget the power of direct communication 

with God through prayer. 

Only with God’s help can we grow spiritually 

and walk the walk. We can answer God’s call to use 

our gifts to reveal his love through service to others. 

With God’s guidance we can truly be the church 

that goes beyond our walls carrying God’s light into 

the world. 

Researchers report that the number of words a 

baby hears in a day is a predictor of how well his or 

her language will develop. Perhaps the number of 

minutes we spend drawing closer to God through 

prayer, the Bible, and in service with other 

Christians is a predictor of how well our faith will 

develop.  

Where are you on your faith journey? Can 

you see signs of your own spiritual growth? What 

worldly influence is God calling you to pull away 

from? What area of growth in faith is God calling 

you into? 

We, individually and together, are the church 

called by God. “For we are co-workers in God’s 

service; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (v. 

9) May we and our church grow ever stronger in our 

mission of ushering in God’s Kingdom and light for 

all. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, forgive us when we listen more to the world 

than to you. We want to grow up as Christians. Help 

us cooperate with you. Draw us closer to you that 

we may be a living church for your glory. Amen. 
 


