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Good Friday devotion 

Mt. 27:33-40 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, let this devotion reach each of us in our 

greatest need. May we know you with us in your 

word for us today. Amen. 

 

The end of Holy week is almost here. Much 

has happened since we left off our story on Sunday 

with Jesus riding into Jerusalem seated on a 

donkey hearing the shouts of joy and Hosannas 

from the people. It seemed the whole world 

embraced the Messiah, but this was not the case. 

The week was a roller coaster ride for Jesus. 

Jesus called for his house of worship to be a 

house of prayer for all people. The week included 

great healings as the blind and the lame came to 

him in the temple. All this was too much for the 

chief priests and the teachers of the law and they 

questioned by what authority Jesus came. Jesus left 

them baffled by his responses. 

This week included great teaching on the 

character of God and God’s Kingdom. It included 

numerous parables as illustrations for his teaching. 

This week included the teaching on the greatest 

commandment in Matthew 28:37-39, “‘Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind. This is the 

first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” Jesus used every opportunity to teach 

in his desire to prepare the people for a loving 

relationship with God. 

This week also included what we call the 

Last Supper. It was his final supper with his 

disciples before his crucifixion. But he did 

something amazing. Jesus took the familiar words 

of the Passover meal and changed them into what 

became the first communion for Christians. As 

Jesus blessed the bread and the wine, he called 

these common elements his body and blood given 

for them for the forgiveness of sins. 

What amazing words. Oh, his followers 

didn’t grasp the significance. Not yet. How could 

they? But they would remember his words after the 

coming resurrection. 

And then the disciples and Jesus moved to 

the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus asked them 

to watch while he prayed. Jesus poured out his 

heart to God and yielded to the greatest plan for all 

people ever devised. Jesus would be crucified and 

pay the penalty for all sin past, present, and future 

for those who choose him as their Savior. 

Jesus would pay the ransom for sin, atone 

for our sin in the most amazing outpouring of love. 

Jesus would die in our place so we who follow him 

are forgiven, washed clean and covered in the 
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righteousness of Jesus and have eternal life. All 

that because of Jesus’s gift in giving his life on the 

cross. 

The plan was in motion. Jesus’s betrayer, 

Judas, kissed him as a signal to the crowd that this 

man was the Jesus they were looking for and Jesus 

was arrested. He suffered a travesty of a trial and 

was condemned. 

After being stripped, flogged, and mocked 

by the soldiers, Jesus was redressed, and a crown 

of thorns pressed onto his head as they called him 

the king of the Jews and spit on him. Greatly 

weakened, Jesus was led on the uphill walk to 

Golgotha where he was nailed to a cross. 

Hear todays scripture reading from Matthew 

27:33-40, “They came to a place called 

Golgotha. The word Golgotha means the Place 

of the Skull. 34 There they mixed wine with 

bitter spices and gave it to Jesus to drink. After 

tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they 

had nailed him to the cross, they divided up his 

clothes by casting lots. 36 They sat down and 

kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head 

they placed the written charge against him. It 

read, 

THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
38 Two rebels against Rome were crucified 

with him. One was on his right and one was on 

his left. 39 Those who passed by shouted at Jesus 

and made fun of him. They shook their heads 
40 and said, “So you are going to destroy the 

temple and build it again in three days? Then 

save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!”  

May God add his blessing to the reading and 

understanding of his word. 

The cross was an instrument of torture and 

crucifixion. Nicky Gumbel, the speaker for the 

Alpha Course, begins one episode holding up a 

five-inch-high gallows hanging on a chain. Nicky 

hangs it around his neck and asks his audience 

what they’d think if they saw him walking around 

with a gallows around his neck. Well, we’d think it 

was pretty odd. 

Nicky points out that people of Jesus’s day 

would have thought that wearing a cross around 

your neck was very gruesome. All that would 

change once Jesus was risen – once the meaning of 

the cross of Jesus was understood.  

The cross is an amazing declaration of 

unconditional love, ultimate sacrifice, and victory 

over sin, death, and evil. The cross changed 

everything. It changed history and cannot be 

ignored. The Messiah had come and carried out 

God’s great plan for all people, all nations, 

tongues, and races. 

Hanging on crosses on both sides of Jesus 

were criminals who were given the death penalty. 



3 
 

One hurled insults at Jesus. Hear these words from 

Luke 23:40, “But the other criminal rebuked 

him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you 

are under the same sentence? We are punished 

justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ 

Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.’”  

“Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in paradise.’”  

Imagine the impact of Jesus’s words. This 

man knew he deserved his punishment. Yet, when 

he turned to Jesus, he was forgiven. This is a good 

prayer for us to pray, “Jesus, remember me when 

you come into your kingdom.” Ask Jesus for the 

peace of new life and forgiveness. 

After six hours of pain we cannot begin to 

imagine or describe, Jesus died. His final words 

were, Luke 23:46, “Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit,” and he breathed his last 

breath. Jesus was taken down from the cross and 

placed in a tomb cut into the rock. It was sealed 

with an enormous chunk of limestone shaped to fit 

snugly against the opening of the tomb. Soldiers 

were posted to ensure the tomb was not disturbed, 

that the body of Christ could not be removed. 

And the followers of Jesus were left feeling 

hopeless and lost and grieving. How could this be? 

Wasn’t Jesus the one who was supposed to change 

everything, make everything better? Wasn’t he the 

promised Messiah of God? 

Everything they’d longed for, everything 

they’d hoped for, everything they’d believed about 

God and God’s promises, was gone. Jesus was 

dead. What heart-breaking devastation! How 

empty and drained they must have felt. In addition, 

they now feared they too would be punished. 

 You’ve been there, haven’t you? When 

have you lost hope? When have you been 

disappointed in God? When have you felt that utter 

emptiness when everything came apart? 

I encourage you to name your loss. Name 

the thing or things that have left you devastated 

and questioning the goodness of God. Name them. 

These might include such things as job loss, or 

finance, or death of loved one, or missing 

graduation, or postponed wedding, or loneliness, 

or relationship. Name your loss. 

May God touch you at the deepest level of 

your hurt and disappointment and reveal his 

presence to you. May you know his peace and his 

comfort. God is with you. We know this because 

the story continues. 

Something amazing was happening in the 

tomb behind the stone. An amazing transformation 

was taking place. The apostle Paul described it this 

way in 1 Corinthians 15, “What is sown is 

perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is 



4 
 

sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown 

in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a 

physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. … 

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed. For this perishable body must 

put on imperishability, and this mortal body 

must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:42-

44, 52, 53). 

God wasn’t finished. God offers more. 

This is true for us. In your deepest struggles 

and doubts right now, know that God isn’t 

finished. God is at work even when you can’t see 

the evidence. God’s grace and love are greater than 

any grief in the world. 

Claim this truth. Let it sustain you through 

your challenges. God is with you. Be like the 

father of a very ill son who said to Jesus, “Help 

me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24) 

And may God grant you deep peace. May it 

be that as you ponder this between now and Easter 

Sunday, that you draw more deeply into God’s 

love and grace. May you know peace in our risen 

Lord. 

 

Let us pray 

Lord, let it be that when we feel all is unraveling, 

we seek after you more and find you with us. 

Thank you for your faithfulness, Lord. Amen. 

 

 


