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God’s Surprising Provision 

Joshua 5:9-12 

Rev. Valerie Fairchild 

 

Let us pray 

Speak, Lord. We, your servants are trying to listen. 

Help us listen better. Amen. 

 

 So, where is your next meal coming from? 

From the chickens you’re raising in your back yard? 

From vegetables you grow in your garden? Probably 

not. 

A year ago, I gave my husband a smoker for 

his birthday. Women, it was the best gift ever! My 

husband is enjoying smoking ribs, pork, chicken, 

and salmon. He even smoked our turkey last 

Thanksgiving and it was amazing! 

 Here’s the really great thing, whenever he 

smokes something, he cooks up a large quantity. If 

he is doing chicken, he does a large package of the 

boneless skinless chicken breasts and a large 

package of thighs. He does a whole pork butt or 

several racks of ribs at a time. When the meat is 

cooked, he gets out the vacuum pack and divides the 

meat into portions for two and vacuum packs and 

freezes what we don’t eat for dinner that night. 

 Think about it, I got the smoker my husband 

and now cooking is much easier for me. I pull out a 

vacuum pack of chicken, thaw and warm it, make a 

salad and baked potatoes and, voila, instant dinner. 

If we want pork tacos, I pull out a vacuum pack of 

pulled pork, thaw and warm it, pull out premade 

taco shells and fixings, make a cheese crisp and heat 

up some black beans, and voila, instant meal.  

 Maybe no one smokes meat in your house, 

but there are now meal-kit delivery services. Under 

names like Blue Apron and HelloFresh, these 

companies offer subscribers a box of fresh 

ingredients each week that they can use to whip up 

their own gourmet meals at home. 

 People are enjoying these new services, but 

let’s remember, God offered the very first food 

delivery system. The Hebrew people were freed 

from slavery in Egypt and led into the wilderness by 

Moses. Unfortunately, because the people had 

difficulty in trusting and following God, their 

journey to the promised land stretched out for forty 

years. Finding food was a challenge but God, ever 

the provider, sent bread from heaven each morning. 

 The people called this miraculous bread 

manna. For years this flaky substance that “was like 

coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was like 

wafers made with honey,” (Exodus16:30) fell from 

the sky. The people scooped it up and baked it into 

cakes. What an amazing gift for these refugees 

without a home. 

 The ‘shelf life’ was limited to one day. They 

didn’t need to stockpile for the future. God sent a 
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fresh supply every day with double portions on the 

eve of the Sabbath, so no one need gather or bake 

on God’s day of rest. And God continued to send 

this important food staple for forty years – an entire 

generation! 

 This is the nature of God. He sends just what 

we need, when we need it. It was true for the 

Hebrew people and it is true for us today. God 

knows our need. It may not be what we want. We 

may ask for steak, or a top line car, or a house with 

individual bathrooms for everyone, or a job where 

we are the CEO. We may not get the stars and the 

moon when we ask, but God sees to our needs. 

 God demonstrated this again and again with 

the Hebrew people in the wilderness. When they 

needed to cross the Red Sea, God parted the waters. 

When they got lost, God guided them with a pillar 

of cloud throughout the day and with a pillar of fire 

at night. When they were thirsty, God had Moses 

strike a rock with his staff and fresh water flowed 

from the stone. When the people were hungry, God 

offered them flocks of quail and manna from 

heaven. That’s the kind of God we worship!  

 By the way, I don’t think we have to precisely 

understand every miracle in the Bible. Sometimes 

we just need to say, “Huh, interesting, well, how 

cool that God provided.” Some scholars have put 

great effort into trying to identify just what this 

manna was. Some have speculated that the manna 

was a type of insect and others that it was a fungus 

that sprang up overnight. I have to say, those just 

don’t sound very appetizing to me. I prefer to accept 

that God sent an amazing gift. Manna from heaven 

depicts God’s goodness in providing all we truly 

need. I am willing to believe that God can and does 

more for us than we can think or imagine. 

 Willian Sloane Coffin, a preacher, wrote this 

about miracles, “Miracles do not a messiah make. 

But a messiah can do miracles. If you ask me if 

Jesus literally raised Lazarus from the dead, literally 

walked on water and changed water into wine, I will 

answer, ‘For certain, I do not know. But this I do 

know: faith must be lived before it is understood, 

and the more it is lived, the more things become 

possible.’” He explains that he has observed hate-

filled relationships turn into loving ones and despair 

turn into hope. He believes these are God’s miracles 

and that is enough for him. (Coffin, William 

Sloane. Credo. Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, 

10.) 

 Whether God turned water into wine or sent 

manna from heaven, you’ll have to decide for 

yourself. You might want to try on the garment of 

‘faith’ for a bit. Sloane said faith is lived before it is 

understood. I encourage you to open your heart to 

God’s word and not raise up obstacles when you 

find something in the Bible that you can’t explain. 

Be willing to leave that to God. 
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 If you can view manna from heaven as God’s 

provision for the journey, keep listening to this 

message and apply it to your life. If that is a 

stumbling block for you, then spend this time 

examining your own life and the lives of others for 

evidence of God’s faithful provision. 

 Consider the group of puritans who were 

driven out of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and 

followed their founder, Roger Williams, across the 

land. They stopped in what is now known as 

Providence, Rhode Island. Williams gave thanks for 

“God’s merciful providence,” in leading the people 

to their new home. They didn’t find flaky white 

stuff on the ground, but they did find plenty of game 

in the forest and fish in the streams. God provided 

them with a new home. 

 Hindsight helps us see God’s holy hand at 

work in our lives. When we struggle with lost jobs, 

failing relationships, frightening diagnoses, we 

might wonder where God is. But once we’ve come 

through the challenge, we look back and see those 

sweet manna moments. Someone sent a word of 

encouragement at the right time. A new job, just the 

right job, opened up. The relationship was healed, or 

God put us in a healthier one. We were healed of 

our disease, or came to trust God knowing if we 

died, we’d gain heaven and eternity. Or maybe we 

received needed funds in the mail, or food was 

given to us, or someone offered to drive our 

children to school, or a new medication became 

available.  

 We look back and recognize a pattern of 

loving care, the hand of God. And we give thanks. 

The place we considered wilderness turns out to be 

a place of blessing in our life. 

 The Israelites had suffered in Egypt and 

suffered in the wilderness and, in today’s reading, 

finally entered the promised land. “Then the LORD 

said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the 

reproach of Egypt from you.” (Joshua 5:9) Some 

translations read ‘the shame of Egypt.’ They are no 

longer slaves. God has freed them and guided them 

to the promised land. 

 During their time in the wilderness, the 

people had not celebrated an annual Passover since 

Sinai the second year after leaving Egypt. Before 

leaving Egypt, God had called the people to kill a 

lamb and spread the blood over their doorposts so 

the death coming for the first born would ‘pass 

over’ their homes. Their first born were spared. This 

was the turning point for Pharaoh, and he let the 

Israelites leave Egypt. 

Having arrived in the promised land, now 39 

years since the last Passover, “On the evening of 

the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at 

Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites 

celebrated the Passover.” (Joshua 5:10) Imagine 

how meaningful the Passover celebration was. They 
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are freed. They have made it to the promised land. 

God had reaffirmed the covenant with this 

generation. Now… now, they can once again eat the 

feast that celebrates God’s provision in escaping 

Egypt and surviving what turned into a forty-year 

journey through the wilderness. They ate the feast 

that established them again as God’s people.  

“The day after…” What a powerful thing. 

Think about it. “The day after the Passover, that 

very day, they ate some of the produce of the 

land: unleavened bread and roasted grain.” 

(Joshua 5:11) After all those years of manna, this 

new generation ate the grain of their God-given 

land. After all that time, they gathered and collected 

food from the promised land of milk and honey.  

“The manna stopped the day after they ate 

this food from the land; there was no longer any 

manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate 

the produce of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12) How 

amazing. God provided the special manna from 

heaven until the journey was complete. Now God 

would provide for the people in a new way - with 

food from the promised land. 

That special unique food – manna – was no 

more. They didn’t need it to continue. They had 

reached the land God promised with an abundance 

of its own riches. Yes, they’d now work the land, 

learn to grow food, to gather food, to hunt. And God 

would teach them how. The manna was not needed 

for this time in their lives. God was providing in a 

new way. 

There are times in our lives when we need the 

miraculous provision of God. However, God 

doesn’t leave us in those times. His plan is to take 

us through those times until we no longer need the 

miraculous. God never leaves us. He continues to 

guide us as we learn to provide for ourselves and 

our loved ones. 

All that we have is ultimately the generous 

gift of God’s and God resupplies us each day. 

That’s why we pray for our daily bread – not 

monthly bread or weekly bread. We’re praying for 

God’s gifts and blessings and guidance for the day. 

One day at a time like the manna from heaven. Pray 

every day. 

God’s provision includes our celebration of 

Holy Communion where we recognize God’s most 

amazing provision of all – the gift of Jesus Christ 

who gave us the way to be completely whole and 

restored. Let us celebrate together. 

 

May we pray 

Thank you, Lord, that you not only walk with us in 

our wilderness times, but you also provide for us. 

May we remember to come to you daily for our 

needed renewal, refilling, and guiding that you 

offer. Amen. 

 


